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/And he measured the wall thereof.((/ ! Yo(
) - - -
- - * * %0 (1 -2
* 3/If we are trying to form a mental picture of

all this we are in some trouble. The measurement will surely
refer either to the wall's height or its thickness. If the former
it is curiously low for a city 12,000 stadia high and we have
already been informed that the wall is 'great and high' (verse
12). If the latter, it needs a broader base than 72 yards.
Clearly the number is symbolical. Swete takes the 144 cubits
to be the wall height and sees it as underlining the point that
‘the walls of the City are not for defense--for there is no
enemy at large any more (Isaiah 54:14)--but serve for
delimitation.’ This is probably the way to take it, with
perhaps the added thought that 144 is the square of twelve,
the number of Israel. John adds that the measure is that of a
man, that is, of the angel. This appears to mean that the
angel used ordinary human measures, not some
extraordinary measure of his own(/

[ And the building of the wall of it was of jasper(((/ !
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-2 * 3 /1t is possible that John is

here accentuating a feature of the earthly Jerusalem. Josephus
describes Herod's temple: Now the outward face of the temple
in its front lacked nothing that was likely to surprise either
men's minds or their eyes; for it was covered all over with
plates of gold of great weight, and, at the first rising of the
sun, reflected back a very fiery splendor, and made those who
forced themselves to look upon it to turn away their eyes, just

as they would at the sun's own rays. But this temple appeared
to strangers, when they were at a distance, like a mountain
covered with snow, for as to those parts that were not golden,
they were exceeding white(/

7 6 2 *
- _ + ( 7 _
+ - * *
0O - *
< 4 * _
+ - 2
— ( + *
* - - + +
- - + —
(
[The twelve gates were twelve pearls/ | 0 #

——  3/The most staggering use of precious stones in this
picture is that the gates of the city of God each consist of one
vast pearl. In the ancient world pearls were of all stones most
valued. All his life the merchantman would seek the pearl of
great price and then count it worth selling all his possessions
to buy it (Matthew 13:46). Gates of pearl are a symbol of
unimaginable beauty and unassessable riches(/
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light which enlightens every man/ 16 3¢ / of
theworld/ 16 $3 0#() — + -
+ + (

/And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the
light of it; and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and
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honour to it/ ! 0 # [nations/ *
- * /out of every tribe and people and
nation/ "3 #() * —+
2 - 2" + - - +
* -
( "o i}
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1-—>- [lamp/ 10 30&#
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., | /1 am the light of the world: he that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
lifel 16 $3 O#(7 b
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= " we have arrived at the last chapter
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/And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the

Lamb/ 1003 #() * 2 - *
;-2 0 %3 O - -
- —+ "+
- (
, 1 - -2 *
+ (/This is a symbolic way of describing

the reign of eternal life in the age to come. The symbolism of a
river of life is a common one in biblical thought. The fact that

the river flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb means
simply that God is the source of all life(/

(- ) + (7
, t 6 3 /He who believes in me, out of his
heart shall flow rivers of living water(/ 6
4+ 3 /This he said about the Spirit which those who
believed in him were to receivel/ 16 %3&$ & #( ,
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;.2 %3 03 /And on the banks, on both sides of the river,
here will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not

wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every
month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary.
Their fruits will be for food, and their leaves for healing(/
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/And there shall be no more curse; but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve
him/ &#( /Cursel - / /
(7 R 1-*

) (
3 /Here is the final culmination of the description of
the city of God. There will be no accursed thing there. That is
to say, there will be no more of the pollutions which harm the
Christian's life. God's servants shall see his face. The promise
will come true that the pure in heart will see God. The sight of
God produces two things. It produces the perfect worship:
where God is always seen, all life becomes an act of worship.
It produces the perfect consecration: the inhabitants of the city
will have the mark of God upon their foreheads, showing that
they belong absolutely to him(/
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/we shall be like him, for we shall see
himas heis/ ! 6  &30#(

/And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true; and
the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto

his servants the things which must shortly be donel ! #
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/Behold I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings
of the prophecy of this bookl | %#( /Behold I come
quickly/ - 1 ()

- (7 - /Do not become
hardened in unbelief, but repent, for at my coming I will
immediately reward all men(/ ) + -—

9-
S * ( -
3 /Blessed are they that keep the commandments(/
* 3 /Blessed are those washing their robes(/ 1

- * + +

/And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of
this book; for the tlme is at hand/ ! #) - .
+ o+ - -

/Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end(/ ) +
- ] 6 » » (

/He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy stilll |
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6( ( ——  3/There is always a twojold effect from

the preaching of the divine word. It is quick and powerful, and
never leaves men where it finds them. It either makes them
better, or it makes them worse. If it does not absolve, it the
more condemns. If it does not soften to penitence, it hardens in
iniquity. If it not a savour of life unto life, it is a savour of
death unto death. And, unfortunately for the great masses of
its hearers, it is an instrument of damnation rather than of
salvation(/

[And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to

give every man according as his work shall bel ! 0#(
) * - * -2
+ (6 - %3 + 3/1the

Lord search the mind and try the heart, to give to every man
according to his ways, according to the firuit of his doings(/
- *

—+ - * (9
/Blessed are they that do his commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city(/ *
3 /Blessed
are they that wash their robes, that they may [in that day
shall] have the power over the tree of life, and enter by the

gates into the city.] 'S
< [the washing of water by the
word/ 1;+ "0 # /the washing of regeneration/ )
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/For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
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murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a
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; *  2(/1Jesus have sent
mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I
am the root and offspring of David, and the bright and

morning star/ ! #) — [Jesus/
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C % (/And the Spirit and the

bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the

water of life freelyl | Yo#(
+ = -
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(/The Spirit and the Bride say. Come!ll + * *

+ (
(2) /Let him that hears say: Come!l —*
* _ - *
* — ( (
3)) -
6 - * (71 - -
. /Ho, every one who thirsts come

to the waters, and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
pricel 1T "3 - 6

—  (/He who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who
believes in me shall never thirst/ '6 38

)} * —+ (/For I testify unto every
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book. If
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him
the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall
take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in this

bookl ! 0 #

) - -
—+ —+ " 4 * /every man that

heareth [ - =

- k2t O -

- -

5 - —

- (7 - 7 /You

shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from

i/

3 /The Letter of Aristeas tells how the Septuagint,
the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, was made by seventy
Jewish scholars at the request of the King of Egypt. When the
task was done "they bade them pronounce a curse" in
accordance with their custom upon any who should make any
alteration either by adding anything or changing in any way
whatever any of the words which had been written or making
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an omission. In the ancient days, since all books were hand-
copied by scribes and everyone knew how easy it was for a
scribe to make mistakes in the copying, it was a regular
custom to insert at the end of a book a solemn warning against
change(/
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8 * * 3/The verse (20) opens with the

testimony of Christ that his coming will be without delay, and
closes with the Seer's response which echoes the church's
longing for that great day. 'Come, Lord Jesus'is the
equivalent of the transliterated Aramaic in 1 Corinthians
16:22, MARANATHA. At the very close of the book is the
confession that the answers to the problems of life do not lie in
man's ability to create a better world but in the return of the
One whose sovereign power controls the course of human
affairs. 'Christianity is not a faith which bids us look for a
gradual upward march of man till he reaches an ideal state of
civilization.' Redemptive history remains incomplete until
Christ returns. It is for the final act in the great drama of
redemption that the church awaits with longing(/
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