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Revelation 21 - King James Version 
 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 

and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more 

sea.  

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband.  

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 

and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 

them, and be their God.  

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 

shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 

shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 

away.  

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all 

things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are 

true and faithful.  

And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of 

the fountain of the water of life freely.  

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his 

God, and he shall be my son.  

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 

murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 

and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 

with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  

And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had 

the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with 

me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the 

Lamb's wife. 

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high 

mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God, 

Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone 

most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And 

had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the 

gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are 

the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On 

the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south 

three gates; and on the west three gates.  

And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them 

the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  

And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the 

city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof.  

And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the 

breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve 

thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height 

of it are equal.  

And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and 

four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the 

angel. 

And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city 

was pure gold, like unto clear glass.  

And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished 

with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was 

jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the 

fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; 

the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; 

the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, 

an amethyst.  

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate 

was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as 

it were transparent glass.  

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and 

the Lamb are the temple of it.  

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 

shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 

is the light thereof.  

And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the 

light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and 

honour into it.  

And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there 

shall be no night there.  

And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into 

it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 

defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 

a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 

Revelation 22 - King James Version 
 
And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 

crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 

Lamb. 

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 

was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, 

and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations. 

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and 

of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 

And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their 

foreheads.  

And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 

neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: 

and they shall reign for ever and ever.  

And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and 

the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew 

unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.  
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Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the 

sayings of the prophecy of this book.  

And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I 

had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of 

the angel which shewed me these things.  

Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy 

fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them 

which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.  

And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy 

of this book: for the time is at hand.  

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is 

filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him 

be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.  

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 

give every man according as his work shall be.  

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 

and the last.  

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may 

have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 

gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and 

whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 

loveth and maketh a lie.  

I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things 

in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and 

the bright and morning star.  

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 

heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 

whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 

prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these 

things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in 

this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of 

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out 

of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 

things which are written in this book.  

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 

MESSAGE 
 
We have arrived at the consummation of all things in the 

creation of God. In this vision of chapters 21 and 22, John 

sees a new heaven and a new earth. The stream of history 

has run its course into the ocean of God's eternal glory.  

There is a beautiful connection between the first book of the 

Bible and the last. Scripture resembles a flower. We find the 

seed in Genesis, the growing plant in the books which 

follow, the fully developed and beautiful flower in the 

Apocalypse. What have we here but a new heaven and a new 

earth for the New Jerusalem. It is in this order that John sees 

them in his glorious vision. Such was also the order in the 

first creation. In the beginning God created heaven and earth, 

with all that they contained, before He placed man, created 

in His own image, in that beautiful garden of Eden. There He 

tabernacled with the perfect man. It was so until sin entered 

in and diastasis broke the fellowship between the Creator 

and the creature.  
 
From that time on the whole creation became "subject to 

vanity" and destined for a complete and mighty redemption. 

In this vision, John reveals the greatly longed for and 

glorious consummation of God's entire creation. So we have 

a picture of the end toward which the long history of the 

world and the human race is being conducted by our mighty 

Creator God. 
 
This last vision of the book is replete with symbols. But 

these are not beyond our understanding as long as they are 

interpreted in the light of their use throughout the Word of 

God. 
 
They who desire to know the destiny of the redeemed and 

what follows upon the hour of death find the answer in the 

opening verses of chapter 21. As we read these verses we 

can hear the words of Isaiah: "Tell the righteous that it shall 

be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their 

deeds" (Isaiah 3:10).  
 
Before John saw the new heaven and the new earth, he had 

seen the first heaven and earth pass away from the face of 

Him who sat in judgment upon the great white throne 

(20:11). Now he sees them replaced by the new as an eternal 

and perfect abode for the redeemed of all ages. 
 
Hendriksen writes: "The first heaven and the first earth have 

passed away. Out of the great conflagration a new universe 

has been born. The word used in the original implies that it 

was a 'new' but not an 'other' world. It is the same heaven 

and earth, but gloriously rejuvenated, with no weeds, thorns 

or thistles, and so on. Nature comes into its own; all of its 

potentialities, dormant so long, are now fully realized. The 

'old' order has vanished."  
 
In 2 Peter 3:10-13, we learn that following a great 

conflagration in which the heavens are to be dissolved and 

the earth is to melt with fire, there will be a new heaven and 

a new earth in which righteousness will dwell. Paul spoke of 

the whole creation groaning in travail while it waits with 

eager longing its emancipation from decay: "For the earnest 

expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of 

the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, 

not willingly, but because of Him who has subjected it in 

hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from 

the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God. For we know that the whole creation 

groans and labors with birth pangs together until 

now" (Romans 8:19-22).  
 
"Probably, the new order of things is not to be thought of 

primarily as a physical transformation. The entire 

presentation stretches the limits of human vocabulary and 

thought to emphasize the glorious reality of God dwelling 

among His people. As the new covenant is superior to and 

replaces the old (Hebrews 8:7-13), so the new heaven and 
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earth provide a setting for the new and eternal 

state" (Mounce). 
 
The statement that the sea was no more indicates the radical 

difference between the redeemed order and the old fallen 

order. Our modern scientific miracles have practically 

conquered the seas; but in the ancient world with its tiny 

ships, the sea represented the realm of the dark, the 

mysterious and the treacherous. "But the wicked are like the 

tossing of the sea; for it cannot rest, and its waters toss up 

mire and dirt. There is no peace" (Isaiah 57:20; Psalm 

107:25-28; Ezekiel 28:8). The abolition of the sea suggests 

that there is practically no substantial continuity between the 

old fallen order and the new redeemed order, but that the old 

order is completely swept away and replaced by something 

altogether new and different.  
 
John saw "the holy city-the new Jerusalem-coming down 

from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband." This new Jerusalem is the symbol of the 

Triumphant Church of God so beautifully symbolized "as a 

bride." As surely as the new heaven and the new earth 

originate with God, so the church has its origin in Him. This 

Church is the ideal which is the end product of sovereign 

grace, the consummation of the true Church on the earth. 

This is what we, as regenerated member of the Church, may 

look forward to. Isaiah prophetically expressed the 

continuity of the Church of God between the now and the 

then saying, "For as the new heavens and the new earth, 

which I will make, shall remain before me, saith Jehovah, so 

shall your seed and your name [the elect of God] 

remain" (Isaiah 66:22).  
 
In verse three, the meaning of the descent of the new 

Jerusalem is stated: "the dwelling of God is with men. He 

will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 

himself will be with them." In the Old Testament times, 

God's dwelling place first was the tabernacle in the 

wilderness, and later the temple; and his presence was 

manifested by the Shekinah glory. In the coming of Christ, 

God took up his dwelling temporarily among men (John 

1:14--"The Word...dwelt among us." The same Greek root is 

used--"iskenosen.")  
 
During the Church age, God dwells in His Church, which is 

His temple (Ephesians 2:22); but His is a dwelling "in the 

Spirit," which can be apprehended only by faith, not by sight 

(2 Corinthians 5:17). In the consummation, all this is 

changed; faith will be changed to sight, and "they shall see 

his face" (22:4). It is the presence of God, and fellowship 

with him, which forms the essential feature of the age to 

come.  
 
In verse four, John now describes the benefits that come to 

God's people when he takes up his eternal abode in their 

midst. Abolished forever are the debilitating effects of sin. 

Sorrow, death, mourning and pain are all part of the "first 

things" which are now past and gone. They belong to a 

previous order which has now become history. Eternal 

blessedness is couched in negation because the new and 

glorious order is more easily pictured in terms of what it 

replaces than by an attempt to describe what is largely 

inconceivable in our present state. None less than God will 

be the consoler of His people. He will wipe away every tear. 

His concern is infinite. John had wept at the thought that 

there was no one worthy to open the seals (verse 4). Is there 

no answer to the problem of earth's evil? His visions have 

answered that question. The Lamb has conquered. Now he 

finds that tears, too, have gone forever!  
 
"And He says: Write, because these words are faithful and 

true" (verse 5). The assurance of the reality of what has been 

said in the preceding verses is guaranteed in the name of 

Christ, the Alpha and the Omega. ALPHA and OMEGA are 

the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. He 

encompasses all reality in himself. He is the beginning and 

the end. The eternal one, who brought all things into 

existence, will make all things new in the eternal order.  

Then follows a precious and comprehensive promise to the 

thirsting souls: "I will give to the thirsting out of the fountain 

of the water of life freely" (verse 6). We read of this promise 

in 7:17: "For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will 

shepherd them and will lead them upon the fountain of 

waters of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes." And we read of it again in the epilogue of the book, 

22:17: "And the Spirit and the bride say Come, and the 

thirsting let him come, and the willing, let him take the water 

of life free: This is what the Lord promised the Samaritan 

woman at the well: ‘If thou knewest the gift of God, and who 

is the One saying to thee: Give me to drink, thou wouldest 

have asked Him and He would have given thee living 

water’" (John 4:10).  
 
The thirsting man is the regenerated man who is conscious of 

his unworthiness of the least of God's favor, for in himself he 

is wholly unrighteous and totally depraved, deserving of 

eternal condemnation. But by the sovereign grace of God he 

is born again and thirsts for the water of life that is in Christ 

Jesus. To such a one is promise of eternal life. The draught 

from the fountain of the water of life is not arbitrarily given 

to men but belongs to him who conquers. "He that 

overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, 

and he shall be my son" (verse 7). In the letters to the seven 

churches we learned that the overcomer will eat of the tree of 

life (2:7), not be hurt by the second death (2:11), be given 

hidden manna and a white stone (2:17), receive power over 

the nations (2:26), not have his name blotted from the book 

of life (3:5), be a pillar in the temple of God (3:12). All this 

is the inheritance of those who remain constant in their faith 

during the period of final testing. God declares that it is the 

overcomer who shall be his son and to whom he will be 

God!  
 
Those who deny Christ and are enticed by the allurements of 

the harlot to follow the beast have no inheritance in the 
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family of God. The thirst for God in verse six is satisfied 

only by the reality of divine sonship.  
 
In contrast to the overcomers are all those who have cowered 

in the face of persecution and joined the company of the 

reprobate. Leading the retreat are the cowardly, who in the 

last resort choose personal safety over faithfulness to Christ. 

They are the rootless one of the Parable of the Sower who 

"when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 

word, immediately fall away" (Matthew 13:21). It is not a 

natural timidity that makes them what they are, but a lack of 

genuine commitment which provides the incentive for 

continuing in spite of persecution. They choose to forget the 

admonition of Jesus that "whoever would save his life will 

lose it" (Mark 8:35). To swerve into disloyalty through 

cowardice or lack of trust was to align oneself for ever with 

the enemies of God. The lot of all apostates and pagans is to 

be cast into the lake of fire that burns forever. 
 
"And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had 

the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with 

me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the 

Lamb's wife" (verse 9). Why one of the seven bowl angels, 

who were laden with the seven last plagues, is called upon to 

show John this vision is not stated. This angel reminds us of 

the judgments of God upon the whore (17:1), who was also 

spoken of as a city, namely, Babylon. So we see here a great 

contrast, for the Bride is also a city--the holy Jerusalem. This 

seems to be the purpose of the identical introductions. It is 

perhaps overly subtle to find in the different messages 

delivered by the angel an indication that God's servants do 

not choose their roles but, without question, fulfill their 

mission whether it involves doom or blessing.  
 
The angel invites John to "come" and see "the Bride, the wife 

of the Lamb." But after John is carried to a great and high 

mountain by the angel he sees a "city" of amazing beauty! 

This should not confuse the reader, for by now we have 

learned that the "city" is the "Bride" and both are symbols of 

the Church of God. That the idea of the Bride is mentioned 

first should not surprise us, for it symbolizes the intimate 

relationship which exists between the Church of God and 

Christ the Lord--also called the Bridegroom (Matthew 9:15; 

25:1; Mark 2:19, 20). As bride, the church is pure and love 

and, as wife, she enjoys the intimacy of the Lamb. As we 

approach the close of the Apocalypse, the figure of the Lamb 

becomes increasingly prominent. In the next twenty-two 

verses he is mentioned seven times.  
 
In the Greek text, verses 10 through 14 comprise one 

compound sentence. The mountain mentioned in verse 10 is 

neither a literal mountain nor a merely a symbol of that 

elevation of spirit...necessary for the one who would see the 

heavenly vision. It is an essential part of the visionary 

experience. It is an appropriate vantage point from which to 

view the descent of the eternal order. In Jewish thought 

mountains have always played a significant role. Moses' 

historical encounter with God on Mt. Sinai marked the origin 

of the Jewish nation (Exodus 19). Ezekiel's great vision of 

the restored temple and land was given to him upon a very 

high mountain (Ezekiel 40:1-2).  
 
As the holy city descends from heaven, John describes it as 

"having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone 

most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal." It 

glittered with a shimmering radiance which manifests the 

presence and glory of God. In apocalyptic literature the glory 

of God is a designation of his presence (Ezekiel 43:5).  
 
It is called the Holy City in a twofold sense; as being entirely 

without sin and as being perfectly and completely 

consecrated to the Triune God. Such is the Church of the 

future, of which we today have a foretaste. The true Church 

on earth also comes down from heaven. For it is Christ who 

builds His Church in the power of the Holy Spirit, and she is 

thus born of the sovereign grace of God.  
 
As John begins to describe the Holy City, we have 

symbolism beyond our conception, for what they stand for is 

out of this world and far greater than words can tell. It 

reminds us of the apostle Paul who "in spirit" saw Paradise 

and could not describe what he had seen and heard (2 

Corinthians 12:4).  
 
Dr. Lenski writes: "The imagery taken from an earthly city is 

only a poor aid; it must be stretched into the humanly 

impossible. The inexpressible reality which is to be conveyed 

only in symbolism so as to leave some useful impression on 

our minds is plainly allowed to break through everything we 

have ever seen on this old earth." 
 
We must bear in mind that John is shown spiritual realities in 

earthly signs and symbols. John, "in spirit," is carried up into 

a great mountain, as we have noted, to catch this vision. 

What did he see? Let me give an outline of the figurative 

description of this city:  
 
1) Its overall appearance (verses 11, 18, 21) is like jasper 

stone, crystal clear, like a diamond, and of pure gold.  

2) It is surrounded by great and high walls, 144 cubits 

high; composed of jasper (verses 12, 18). There are 

twelve gates, each a pearl, and the street is pure gold. 

3) There are twelve foundations to its walls (verses 14, 18-

20), twelve of them according to the number of the 

twelve apostles. Each foundation is composed of a 

precious stone: jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, 

sardonyx, sardius, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysoprasus, 

jacinth, and amethyst.  

4) The city is foursquare (verse 16); equal in length, 

breadth, and height. Hence, it is a cube of twelve 

thousand furlongs in length and height, or 1,400 miles. 

It is all of gold!  

5) Its illumination (verses 23, 24; 22:5) is such that it needs 

no sun or moon. There is no night there (22:5). The 

glory of God is its light. 
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6) It has no temple (verse 22); the whole of it is sacred and 

holy. It is itself a temple or place of worship.  

7) Its gates are continually open, for there is no night there 

(verse 25).  

8) Its inhabitants are all pure and holy (verse 27), whose 

names are written in the Lamb's book of life.  

9) Its interior (22:1) contains a river of water of life, 

flowing from the throne of God. On each side of the 

river there is the tree of life, constantly bearing twelve 

manner of fruit.  

10) The righteous reign forever and ever (22:5). All is peace 

and joy in the glory, the presence, of God.  
 
It is by means of this symbol of a literal material city--as 

outlined above--that John is given a revelation of the Bride, 

the Lamb's wife, which is the Triumphant Church.  
 
This immense city which lies foursquare, extending twelve 

thousand furlongs (144,000 miles) in length and height and 

breadth, has a wall on its four sides measuring one hundred 

and forty-four cubits high. In the days of John, a high city 

was a common sight. In ancient days, they were built for 

protection and security against attacking enemies. But there 

is no need for such in the new world. However, this great 

and high wall makes for a very suitable symbol of security of 

the redeemed in their eternal abode. This great wall had 

twelve foundations and on them was inscribed the names of 

the twelve apostles (verse 14). Foundations are laid to be 

built upon. The eternal security of the believer, for now and 

then, is built upon the doctrines of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief cornerstone (Ephesians 

2:20). The emphasis falls upon the preaching of the Word of 

God. No wonder the foundations are "garnished with all 

manner of precious stones" (verse 19).  
 
The twelve gates are distributed three on each side of the 

city. In Ezekiel 48:30-34, the twelve gates of the New 

Jerusalem are named after the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Through these gates the tribes go out to their allotted land. In 

John's vision the gates which bear the names of the twelve 

tribes are entrances for all the peoples of the earth whose 

names are written in the Lamb's book of life (Revelation 

21:24-27). Reference to twelve tribes emphasizes the 

continuity of the New Testament Church with God's people 

of Old Testament times. The 12 gates rest upon 12 

foundations, upon which are inscribed the names of the 12 

apostles of the Lamb. 
 
Verses 15 through 17 describe the measuring of the city. 

Verse 16 tells us that the city is a cube. It measures equally 

12,000 furlongs in length, in width, and in height. These 

measurements are to be understood symbolically. We must 

not take them literally. Literally, this city would be 1,400 

miles in length, width, and height. But these are not spatial 

measurements as we use them. Here, once again, we deal 

with the symbolic number of "12" which is the product of 

three times four--three for the Godhead, multiplied by four, 

the number of mankind--representing God working 

redemptively with mankind. Twelve times ten times ten (ten 

being the number of completeness) we have 12,000, or the 

number of expressing the complete and finished result of the 

redemptive work of God which is the Church in glory. So 

our little minds are given an impression of the 

incomprehensible perfection of the redeeming work of God. 

It is the same as the symbolic number of 144,000 sealed of 

chapter seven, which number signified the total of those who 

are sealed unto eternal life.   
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