
Church of the Highlands - 1900 Monterey Drive - San Bruno, CA 94066 - (650) 873-4095 - www.churchofthehighlands.org 

"And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a 
loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of 

heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the 

supper of the great God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, 

and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and 

the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh 

of all men, both free and bond, both small and great" (verses 
17, 18). This picture symbolizes the complete victory of 
Christ and the utter defeat of His enemies. In the Old 
Testament the idea of birds eating the flesh of the slain in 
battle is not uncommon (Jeremiah 7:33; Deuteronomy 28:26; 
Ezekiel 39:17-19). The number of the slain in our present 
passage pictures symbolically the greatest slaughter ever. It 
pictures the whole antichristian power, and everyone 
associated with it having the mark of the beast, as reaching 
their day of doom--the last judgment. 
 
An angel appears in the sun, a position of splendor 
appropriate to a herald of victory. From this vantage point he 
will be able to deliver effectively his message to the birds 
that circle in mid-heaven. His message is, Come to the great 
supper of God and gorge on the flesh of the fallen! 
 
Barclay calls this a "bloodthirsty picture...far more in line 
with Old Testament apocalyptic expectations than with the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. That it draws upon Old Testament 

apocalyptic is obvious. It is a free interpretation of Ezekiel's 

oracle against Gog, which reads in part, 'Speak to the birds 

of every sort and to all the beasts of the field, Assemble...to 

the sacrificial feast which I am preparing for you...You shall 

eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes 

of the earth' (Ezekiel 39:17-20). It is not true, however, that 

with the coming of the gospel age the God of the Old 

Testament decided to prove to men that he really was a 

gentlemen after all and so dispensed with any further 

recourse to judgment. The good news is that man need not 

bear the just punishment due his sin but that Another has 

paid the price on his behalf. Only when man refuses 

forgiveness must he bear the penalty for his wickedness." 
 
In his commentary on Revelation, Hendriksen makes the 
following comments which I will quote at length: "It is an 
immense slaughter, the slaughter of Har-Magedon. 

Remember that Har-Magedon consists of two elements: the 

final attack of the antichristian power--the beast--upon the 

Church, and Christ's victory over this vast army at His 

coming unto judgment. 
 
John sees the beast, the persecuting power embodied in 

world government and directed against Christ and His 

Church, and the kings of the earth, and their armies 

gathered together against the Rider on the white horse and 

His army. Hence, the apostle sees the whole world of 

unbelief gathered for the final assault upon the Church. 

Please observe that the battle itself is not described. This 

battle of Har-Magedon is not a protracted struggle with now 

this, and then that, side winning. No, 'with the breath of his 

mouth' Christ, at His coming, defeats the foe. By the 

'manifestation of his presence' He vanquishes His enemies (2 

Thessalonians 2:8). So also here in Revelation. We are 

simply told that the antichristian forces are gathered 

together against Christ and His army, and that they are put 

to rout." 
 
The supper of God presents a grim contrast to the marriage 
feast of the Lamb. It is the supper of God in the sense that 
God will provide it. The ranks of the enemy are composed, 
not only of kings and captains, but of all men, free and bond, 
small and great. In the final conflict no preference will be 
given to rank or station. 
 
"And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat 

on the horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken, 

and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before 

him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark 

of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both 

were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat 

upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth; 

and all the fowls were filled with their flesh" (verses 19-21). 
 
The beast and false prophet are seized and cast alive into the 
lake of fire. The beast is the personification of secular power 
in its opposition to the church. The false prophet represents 
the role of false religion in persuading man to worship the 
antichristian power. The false prophet is again described in 
terms of his two functions: he deceives men by working 
great signs and he brands with the mark of the beast all but 
those who are willing to die for their faith. 
 
As to the beast and the false prophet, some interpreters are of 
the opinion that the phrase "these two were cast alive into the 
lake of fire" implies that these two must have physical 
bodies, not only in the symbolism but also in reality; 
secondly, that these two must, therefore, represent two actual 
persons that are living at the Parousia (or at the time of this 
battle, wherever these commentators place its date), the beast 
being the personal Antichrist, the second beast or pseudo-
prophet being the personal tool of the Antichrist. 
 
I must admit that I find it difficult to interpret the beast as 
being a human being. In chapter 13, John sees a monstrous 
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beast rising up out of the sea. It has the bodily form of a 
leopard with feet as of a bear and a mouth as of a lion. It has 
seven heads and ten horns with ten diadems. This 
symbolically pictures the beast not in human form but in 
non-human, beastly form. As to their being cast into hell, it 
is not necessary to have a body to be cast into hell. 
Satan and wicked angels are incorporeal personal beings, 
and they are cast into hell. In verse 21, the remnant, that is 
the rest of the beast's followers, perished. They were slain by 
the sword which went out of the mouth of the Rider on the 
white horse. That is to say, it was His Word which destroyed 
them. The picture of destruction is completed with the 
statement that the birds were sated with the flesh of the slain, 
a common piece of imagery for final disaster. 
 
And now we arrive at one of the most debated portions of 
Revelation...chapter 20! The interpretation of this chapter 
has been a source of great debate and even conflict in the 
church. Systems of eschatology have often been identified in 
terms of the way they treat the question of the millennium--
the thousand-year reign of Christ. 
 
I will make some broad observations as to the various 
schools of interpretation on the subject of the millennium. 
Postmillennial view was popular among interpreters of the 
historical school, who saw in the Revelation, a prophecy of 
the course of history down to the end. Postmillenialism 
means that the return of Christ would not occur until the 
Kingdom of God had been established by the church in 
human history. In this view, chapter 19 does not describe the 
coming of Christ, but is a very symbolic way of describing 
the triumph of Christian principles in human affairs and the 
triumph of Christ through his church. After this "golden age" 
Christ will return to raise the dead, judge the world, and 
inaugurate the new eternal order. 
 
Premillennialists hold that at Christ's return, the Christian 
dead will be raised and believers still living on earth will be 
caught up to meet Him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 
They will reign on earth with Christ for 1,000 years (the 
millennium). After this Satan will be released for a time. 
This short period will be followed by the raising of the rest 
of the dead. In this way there is an explanation of the two 
resurrections. Finally there comes the judgment of the great 
white throne. 
 
Amillennialists hold that there is no literal millennium. The 
1,000 year period is symbolical. It stands for the whole time 
between the life of Jesus on earth and His second coming. 
They usually see the first resurrection as the new birth of the 
believer, his rising from the death of sin. This way of 
interpreting Revelation 20 involves the principle of 
recapitulation, that is, that the structure of Revelation does 
not relate consecutive events but frequently covers the same 
ground from different perspectives. 
 
I believe that Barclay gives an excellent overview of the 
subject of the millennium, but we must always keep in mind  

that great scholars do not agree on this subject and 
Dr. Barclay's position is just another man's interpretation.  
I will quote at length from his commentary: "Millennium 
means a period of one thousand years; and CHILIASM is 

derived from Greek CHILIOS, meaning a thousand. To put it 

briefly, the commonest form of Millennarianism teaches that 

for a thousand years before the end Christ will reign upon 

this earth in a kingdom of his saints; and after that will come 

the final struggle, the general resurrection, the last judgment 

and the final consummation." 
 
We note two general facts. First, this was a very common 
belief in the early church and it still has its adherents. 
Second, this is the only passage in the New Testament in 
which it is clearly taught. 
 
Barclay continues: "The picture is that first of all the Devil 
will be bound in the abyss for a thousand years. Then those 

who have been martyred for Christ, although the rest of 

mankind, even the Christians among them who did not suffer 

martyrdom, will not be resurrected. There will then be a 

period of one thousand years in which Christ and his saints 

will reign. After that for a brief time the Devil will be 

released. There will follow a final struggle and the general 

resurrection of all men. The devil will be finally defeated and 

cast into the lake of fire; his supporters will be burned up 

with fire from heaven; those whose names are in the Book of 

Life will enter into blessedness, but those whose names are 

not in the Book of Life will also be cast into the lake of fire. 
 
This doctrine does not occur anywhere else in the New 

Testament but it was prevalent throughout the early church 

especially among those who had received their Christianity 

from Jewish sources. Here is our key. The origin of this 

doctrine is not specifically Christian but is to be found in 

certain Jewish beliefs about the Messianic age which were 

common in the time after 100 B.C. 
 
Jewish Messianic beliefs were never an unvarying system. 

They varied from time to time and from thinker to thinker. 

The basis was that the Messiah would come and establish 

upon earth the new age, in which the Jewish nation would be 
supreme." 
 
Barclay continues: "From 100 B.C. onwards there came a 
change. It was felt that this world was so incurably evil that 

within it the Kingdom of God could never finally come; and 

so there emerged the conception that the Messiah would 

have a limited reign and that after his reign the final 

consummation would come. 
 
More commonly it was held that the age of the world would 

correspond to the time taken for its creation and that the 

time of creation was 6,000 years. 'A thousand years in thy 

sight are but as yesterday' (Psalm 90:4). 'One day with the 

Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as a 

day' (2 Peter 3:8). Each day of creation was said to be 1,000 

years. It was, therefore, held that the Messiah would come in 
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the sixth thousand of the years; and the seventh thousand, 

the equivalent of the Sabbath rest in the creation story, 

would be the reign of the Messiah. Here then, we have the 

background of the idea of the Millennium." 
 
Barclay concludes his comments on the millennium with 
these words: "Millennarianism is by no means extinct within 
the Church; but it has never been the universally accepted 

belief of the Church, this is the only passage in the New 

Testament which unequivocally teaches it, its whole 

background is Jewish and not Christian, and the literal 

interpretation of it has always tended to run into danger and 

excess. It is a doctrine which has long since been left behind 

by the main stream of Christian thought and which now 

belongs to the eccentricities of Christian belief." 
 
We must keep this in mind... Jesus Christ talked much of his 
return and the tribulation of the saints, but never once even 
hinted that there would be a millennium with him reigning 
here on this earth. In fact, Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of 
this earth, my kingdom is in the hearts of men." Paul never 
once talked about a millennium even though he warned 
much of the judgment day and the return of Jesus Christ in 
the clouds of glory! Once again, this is the only passage in 
the New Testament that speaks of a 1,000 year reign. 
With this background, let us proceed with caution. Again, let 
me say that many and varied are the interpretations of this 
passage and my interpretation is just one more man's opinion 
and I do not claim to know the full meaning of this portion 
of Scripture. Let me tell you what I think it means... 
In this passage we have a symbolic representation of Satan's 
confinement. This vision of John cannot possibly be 
interpreted literally. The devil is a spiritual being. He is 
incorporeal--having no material body that can be bound with 
a literal chain or confined to a deep pit. 
 
The text clearly indicates that he is bound (restricted) in one 
respect only; namely, "that he should not mislead the nations 
(any) longer." This binding of Satan made it possible for the 
preaching of the gospel of the kingdom in all the world. 
Matthew 24:14 is a decree of God to realize the salvation of 
the elect of God: "And there shall be proclaimed these glad 
tidings of the kingdom in all the world for a testimony to all 

the nations, and then shall the end come." To accomplish 
this, Satan needed to be bound, restrained, from deluding the 
inhabitants of the nations as he had done previously. Before 
the birth and ministry of our Lord all the nations of the earth 
were deluded by Satan, so that none, with the exception of 
the covenant people of God, had a saving knowledge of God. 
But since the time Satan was bound, restricted, the blessed 
gospel has gone forth to all the nations on earth and 
multitudes have been saved! 
 
In our interpretation of chapter 20 we must bear in mind that 
it was a message of comfort and hope for the Church of God 
in John's day, and such it is for all the oppressed children of 
God even to the end of time. Hence, we have in these first 

six verses a brief summary of the Gospel Age, from the first 
coming of our Lord to His second coming! 
 
It is crystal clear that chapter 20:7-10 marks the end of the 
1,000 years before the second coming of our Lord as it is 
described in verse 11, where we read that John "saw a great 
white throne and Him who sat upon it," which is the scene of 
the last judgment. This poses a very serious question for 
those who hold the premillennarian position. They reverse 
the two events by contending that the millennium follows the 
second coming of Christ. 
 
It is beyond the shadow of a doubt that verses 7-15 of our 
present chapter introduce us to the time of the end, when 
Satan and the hordes of earth, Gog and Magog, attack the 
saints of God on earth. But God destroys them with fire from 
heaven, and the devil is cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone. Thus the 1,000 years of the binding of Satan have 
come to an end and Satan receives his just reward, joining 
the beast and the false prophet in everlasting hell. 
If one holds to the interpretation that Satan is bound now, 
then what Scriptures prove such a position? And, when was 
he bound? 
 
Let us begin by turning to Isaiah 53, that wonderful 
prophecy concerning our suffering Lord on behalf of the 
redeemed, and of His victory over Satan. "Therefore will I 
divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the 

spoil with the strong; because He poured out His soul unto 

death and was numbered with the transgressors" (verse 12). 
In the Greek translation of the Hebrew, it reads: "I will give 
Him the mighty for a portion." Here the Lord is pictured as 
the mighty conqueror. His triumph will be with the mighty; 
as in Colossians 2-15: "And having disarmed the 
principalities and powers, He made a public show of them, 

triumphing over them in it" [that is, in the cross]. 
 
The binding of Satan began at the very time of Christ's birth. 
In Revelation 12:16, we have a symbolic picture of this 
defeat of the evil one. Here we read how Satan, as the great 
red dragon, sought to devour the man-child (Jesus) as soon 
as He was born. In this he was frustrated, as the "child was 
caught up to God to His throne." These words have 
reference to Christ's ascension into heaven, where He is 
seated upon the throne of God. 
 
Add to this what we read in Revelation 12:7 concerning the 
symbolic battle in heaven between Michael and his angels 
and the dragon (Satan) and his evil angels, and we have a 
striking picture of Satan's defeat! "The great dragon was 
cast out, the ancient serpent, who is called devil and the 

Satan, who deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into 

the earth, and his angels were cast out with him" (12:9). 
"Now is come the salvation, the power, and the Kingdom of 
our God, and the dominion of His Christ" (12:10). 
 
Turning from the symbolic, let us consider the direct 
statements of various passages of Scripture which plainly 
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reveal the binding, the limiting, the restricting of Satan, 
passages which are associated with the advent of our Lord at 
His first coming. 
 
The first scene which comes to mind is that of the threefold 
temptation of our Second Adam by Satan in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4:1-11). As we all very well know, Satan was 
completely frustrated in his evil purpose. Here Satan met a 
greater, a mightier Adam than the first Adam of Eden. He 
was limited in his power to trip up the Christ of God. 
One day as our Lord was casting out demons the Pharisees 
accused Him of doing this by the power of Beelzebub 
(Satan). Our Lord answered them with a very revealing 
statement: "How is anyone able to enter into the house of the 
strong one [Satan] and plunder his goods [his subjects] 

unless he first bind the strong one and then he will plunder 

his house" (Matthew 12:29). This implies that Christ had 
bound Satan, so that he could not interfere with the 
redemptive work of our blessed Lord! 
 
In 1 John 3:8 we read: "For the Son of God was manifested, 
that He might destroy the works of the devil." 
 
Hebrews 2:14 says: "That through death He (Christ) might 
annul him [Satan] who had the power of death." 
 
John 12:31, 32: "Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
prince of this world [Satan] shall be cast out; and I, if I be 

lifted up from the earth I will draw all (men) to myself."  
 
That is, men of every nation! 
 
Luke 10:17, 18 says. "When the seventy returned from their 
preaching tour they testified, saying, 'Lord, even the demons 

are subject to us through thy name.'" How could this be 
except the master of demons was bound? In verse 18 the 
Lord answered them, "I beheld Satan falling as lightning out 
of the heaven." 
 
In the light of these passages and following the analogy of 
Scripture, the binding of Satan for 1,000 years had its 
commencement at the first coming of our Lord. Hence the 
1,000 years of Satan's confinement, limitation, extends 
throughout the New Dispensation, during which time Satan's 
influence is restricted so that he cannot prevent the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth in the hearts 
of men and women. It is in this respect, and in this only, that 
Satan is bound or restricted in his activity. But let us not 
forget that he still has a tremendous sphere of hellish 
operation where he executes his evil work by means of the 
first and second beasts and the great harlot, the sinful world 
in which we live. 
 
In verses four through six of chapter 20, once again the scene 
changes and John sees the souls of those who had been 
martyred and of those who did not worship the beast while 
they lived and witnessed on earth. They were sitting upon 
thrones, and judgment was given to them and they reign with 
Christ for a thousand years. John saw thrones. He does not 

say where they were. Those who see a literal millennium 
usually place them on earth. But John does not say this. He 
uses "throne" forty-seven times in all, and except for Satan's 
throne (2:13) and that of the beast (13:2), all appear to be in 
heaven. It would accord with this if he here meant a reign in 
heaven. John does not say how many thrones there were nor 
who sat upon them. But at the end of the verse he speaks of 
those slain for Jesus' sake as reigning during the 1,000 years, 
and so presumably it is these who sit on the thrones. As we 
have noted, the idea of a "throne" is the symbol of power, of 
dominion, and the exercise of judgment. To get the sense we 
must see these "thrones" in relation to the one and only 
throne of God. The souls share the power and the dominion 
and the judgments with Christ. They are indeed one with 
Him. That it is said in 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3, "Do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the world?...Know ye not that ye 

shall judge angels?" should give us no difficulty when 
understood that the saints are coworkers with Christ--
standing in union with Him and we might say, acting 
corporatively with Him. The saints are in full agreement with 
every judgment rendered by Christ as Head of the body of 
the redeemed. 
 
Verse five says: "But the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 

resurrection." The first resurrection is the translation of the 
soul from this sinful earth to God's holy heaven. It is 
followed at Christ's second coming by the second 
resurrection when the body, too, will be glorified. The rest of 
the dead, that is, all other men who died, the unbelieving 
dead, lived not until the thousand years are finished. When 
that period is finished, then there is a change. Then they 
enter 'the second death.' In other words, they receive 
everlasting punishment, not only for the soul but now also 
for the body. The change is not for better but for the worse. 
On the other hand, those who have part in the first 
resurrection are blessed and holy. Over them the second 
death has no power. Not only shall they reign with Christ, 
but they shall also worship God in Christ as priests 
throughout the thousand years. 
 
Verses seven through ten describe the final conflict. "And 
whenever the thousand years are finished Satan shall be 

loosed out of his prison" (verse 7). The question may be 
asked, "Seeing Satan is already bound, why loose him at 
all?" The answer is found in 20:3, namely, that the purpose 
of his binding has been realized, which was that the gospel 
might go forth throughout the whole world as a witness to all 
nations (Matthew 24:14) and the last of the elect might be 
saved. Both Satan and the false prophet are portrayed in 
Revelation as deceivers (12:9; 20:3; 13:14; 19:20). It comes 
as no surprise that upon Satan's release from the abyss he 
returns to his nefarious activity.  
 
The nations which fall prey to Satan's propaganda are said to 
be in "the four corners of the earth." This figure of speech is 
not intended to stress some ancient cosmology but to 
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emphasize universality (Isaiah 11:12; Ezekiel 7:2; 
Revelation 7:1). 
 
The nations are further identified as Gog and Magog. In 
Genesis 10:2, Magog is listed as one of the sons of Japheth. 
In Ezekiel 38:2, Gog is the chief prince of Mesheck and 
Tubal, who leads the invasion against Israel. Magog, 
according to Ezekiel 38:6, is a territory located in "the 
uttermost parts of the north." In Revelation, however, both 
Gog and Magog are symbolic figures representing the 
nations of the world which band together for a final assault 
upon God and his people. No specific geographical 
designations are intended. They are simply hostile nations 
from all across the world. The nations which have been 
gathered by Satan surround the millennial capital and are 
devoured by fire from heaven. The devil does not share the 
same fate as those he has led to the final assault. They are 
devoured by fire from heaven, but he is cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone. 
 
In the remaining verses of this chapter, we have the scene of 
the final judgment. "And I saw a great white throne, and him 
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 

away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the 

dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of 

life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 

were written in the books, according to their works. And the 

sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 

delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were 

judged every man according to their works. And death and 

hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 

cast into the lake of fire" (verses 11-15). 
 
In this scene John beholds the Judge of all the earth, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. It is a glorious vision. In fact it is so 
exceedingly glorious that men seek to hide from His holy 
presence. But they cannot escape Him, for He is about to 
deal with them in righteous judgment. It is absolutely 
impossible for us to begin to imagine this scene of Christ in 
His second coming to judge the quick and the dead. In 
chapter 19, he is pictured as the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords coming to do battle, because this is the climax of the 
battle--the one and only battle revealed on three different 
occasions. This is the day of the final defeat of the entire 
ungodly antichristian power as it manifested itself since the 
day sin entered the world. This is the one and only Parousia 
of Christ at the end of the thousand years during which the 
Church of God is called out. 
 
All men will be judged according to the record in the books: 
"judged were the dead from the things written in the books 
according to their works." In the book of life were written 
the names of the elect of God. What are these books but the 
perfect omniscience of God. Yes, believers will also go 
through the judgment, but they will be judged according to 

the book of life--the Lamb's book. This is the record of the 
elect of God--saved by sovereign grace--chosen from before 
the foundation of the world. Their sins have been blotted 
out! This book only contains the good works which they 
performed and were made perfect by the Great Mediator, 
Jesus Christ.  
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