)And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried with a
loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of
heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the
supper of the great God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings,
and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and
the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh
of all men, both free and bond, both small and great) !
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Ybloodthirsty picture...far more in line
with Old Testament apocalyptic expectations than with the
gospel of Jesus Christ. That it draws upon Old Testament
apocalyptic is obvious. It is a free interpretation of Ezekiel's
oracle against Gog, which reads in part, 'Speak to the birds
of every sort and to all the beasts of the field, Assemble...to
the sacrificial feast which I am preparing for you...You shall
eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes
of the earth' (Ezekiel 39:17-20). It is not true, however, that
with the coming of the gospel age the God of the Old
Testament decided to prove to men that he really was a
gentlemen after all and so dispensed with any further
recourse to judgment. The good news is that man need not
bear the just punishment due his sin but that Another has
paid the price on his behalf. Only when man refuses
forgiveness must he bear the penalty for his wickedness()
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- > > - /" < Q)Itis an
immense slaughter, the slaughter of Har-Magedon.
Remember that Har-Magedon consists of two elements: the
final attack of the antichristian power--the beast--upon the
Church, and Christ's victory over this vast army at His
coming unto judgment.

John sees the beast, the persecuting power embodied in
world government and directed against Christ and His
Church, and the kings of the earth, and their armies

gathered together against the Rider on the white horse and
His army. Hence, the apostle sees the whole world of
unbelief gathered for the final assault upon the Church.
Please observe that the battle itself is not described. This
battle of Har-Magedon is not a protracted struggle with now
this, and then that, side winning. No, 'with the breath of his
mouth' Christ, at His coming, defeats the foe. By the
'manifestation of his presence' He vanquishes His enemies (2
Thessalonians 2:8). So also here in Revelation. We are
simply told that the antichristian forces are gathered
together against Christ and His army, and that they are put
to rout()
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)And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat
on the horse, and against his army. And the beast was taken,
and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before
him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark
of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both
were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.
And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat
upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth;

and all the fowls were filled with their flesh) 4
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means a period of one thousand years, and CHILIASM is
derived from Greek CHILIOS, meaning a thousand. To put it
briefly, the commonest form of Millennarianism teaches that
for a thousand years before the end Christ will reign upon
this earth in a kingdom of his saints; and after that will come
the final struggle, the general resurrection, the last judgment
and the final consummation()
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2)The picture is that first of all the Devil
will be bound in the abyss for a thousand years. Then those
who have been martyred for Christ, although the rest of
mankind, even the Christians among them who did not suffer
martyrdom, will not be resurrected. There will then be a
period of one thousand years in which Christ and his saints
will reign. After that for a brief time the Devil will be
released. There will follow a final struggle and the general
resurrection of all men. The devil will be finally defeated and
cast into the lake of fire; his supporters will be burned up
with fire from heaven, those whose names are in the Book of
Life will enter into blessedness, but those whose names are
not in the Book of Life will also be cast into the lake of fire.

This doctrine does not occur anywhere else in the New
Testament but it was prevalent throughout the early church
especially among those who had received their Christianity
from Jewish sources. Here is our key. The origin of this
doctrine is not specifically Christian but is to be found in
certain Jewish beliefs about the Messianic age which were
common in the time after 100 B.C.

Jewish Messianic beliefs were never an unvarying system.
They varied from time to time and from thinker to thinker.
The basis was that the Messiah would come and establish
upon eart - - 1" -

+ .0

2)From 100 B.C. onwards there came a
change. It was felt that this world was so incurably evil that
within it the Kingdom of God could never finally come; and
so there emerged the conception that the Messiah would
have a limited reign and that after his reign the final
consummation would come.

More commonly it was held that the age of the world would
correspond to the time taken for its creation and that the
time of creation was 6,000 years. 'A thousand years in thy
sight are but as yesterday' (Psalm 90:4). 'One day with the
Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as a

day' (2 Peter 3:8). Each day of creation was said to be 1,000
years. It was, therefore, held that the Messiah would come in
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the sixth thousand of the years, and the seventh thousand,
the equivalent of the Sabbath rest in the creation story,
would be the reign of the Messiah. Here then, we have the
background of the idea of the Millennium()

2 )Millennarianism is by no means extinct within
the Church; but it has never been the universally accepted
belief of the Church, this is the only passage in the New
Testament which unequivocally teaches it, its whole
background is Jewish and not Christian, and the literal
interpretation of it has always tended to run into danger and
excess. It is a doctrine which has long since been left behind
by the main stream of Christian thought and which now
belongs to the eccentricities of Christian belief()
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9 2)And there shall be proclaimed these glad
tidings of the kingdom in all the world for a testimony to all

the nations, and then shall the end come() * .+
- + 7 (
- . - D +
+ + 9 6 - 9 (
+ k]

/ + + 4 - > - >

b » » + 9

1 A ++
9 . ( -

D - ’ 3 9 + »

/ + 4% , 6

- 1 )saw a great
white throne and Him who sat upon it) *

T, (* + <
- + + (*
, (
/- - - % "
+ + , -
9 6
9 ( 9 s »
6
-, (* -
. 7 - 7
- + 4+ (
/ + - -
- + + + E - -
- E
= - - / "& -
+ o+ = -
() Therefore will I

divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the
spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto

death and was numbered with the transgressors) ! 44
/ 9 6 - - ) will give
Him the mighty for a portion() = +
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4 "2)And having disarmed the
principalities and powers, He made a public show of them,

triumphing over them in it) 6(
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caught up to God to His throne() * -
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6 + b : )YThe great dragon was

cast out, the ancient serpent, who is called devil and the
Satan, who deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with him) | 42 #(
YNow is come the salvation, the power, and the Kingdom of
our God, and the dominion of His Christ) | 42 #
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» 2)How is anyone able to enter into the house of the 7 - (* -
strong one [Satan] and plunder his goods [his subjects] * 7
unless he first bind the strong one and then he will plunder - ) % & )Do ye not know
his house) ! SRy N that the saints shall judge the world?...Know ye not that ye
: ) ? - shall judge angels?)
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- "4 2)That through death He (Christ) might - |
annul him [Satan] who had the power of death() H 2)But the rest of the dead lived not again
1 88 842 )Now is the judgment of this world; now the until the thousand years were finished. This is the first
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1 »  ()And I saw a great white throne, and him
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away, and there was found no place for them. And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened,; and another book was opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according to their works. And death and
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was

cast into the lake of fire) ! "H
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