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Revelation 19 - King James Version  
 

And after these things I heard a great voice of much people 

in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and 

honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and 

righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great 

whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and 

hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 

And again they said, Alleluia And her smoke rose up for ever 

and ever. 

And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down 

and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; 

Alleluia. 

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, 

all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and 

great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, 

and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 

thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent 

reigneth. 

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the 

marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 

herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be 

arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is 

the righteousness of saints. 

And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are 

called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith 

unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, 

See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy 

brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for 

the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 

that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness he doth judge and make war. 

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 

crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but 

he himself. 

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his 

name is called The Word of God. 

And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 

white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 

should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod 

of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 

wrath of Almighty God. 

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 

KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a 

loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of 

heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the 

supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings, 

and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and 

the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh 

of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. And I 

saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, 

gathered together to make war against him that sat on the 

horse, and against his army. 

And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that 

wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them 

that had received the mark of the beast, and them that 

worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake 

of fire burning with brimstone. 

And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat 

upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: 

and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 
 

Revelation 20 - King James Version 
 
And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key 

of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 

And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 

Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast 

him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal 

upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the 

thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be 

loosed a little season. 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 

was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were 

beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 

and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 

neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in 

their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 

thousand years. 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 

years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 

on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be 

priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 

thousand years. 

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be 

loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the 

nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and 

Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of 

whom is as the sand of the sea. 

And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed 

the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire 

came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire 

and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, 
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and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 

whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there 

was found no place for them. 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and 

the books were opened: and another book was opened, 

which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 

those things which were written in the books, according to 

their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 

and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they 

were judged every man according to their works. 

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death. And whosoever was not found written in the 

book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

The symbolization of the complete destruction of Babylon 
ushers in the fourth of the triumphs of the consummation. 
This triumph pictures the exaltation of the redeemed saints. 
"After these things" [chapters 17 and 18] John heard, as it 
were a great sound of a multitude singing and praising God 
in heaven. This Hallelujah chorus in the glory of God's 
presence is a response to the woeful fall of Babylon of the 
preceding chapter. John does not say whether it was the 
angels or the saints who praised and magnified the eternal 
God of grace. But whereas we read "to our God," it no doubt 
is the redeemed in heaven who ascribe to Him "the salvation 

and the glory and the power." 
 
They begin their celebration with an acclamation on a high 
note in the Hebrew tongue: "Allelujah!" meaning "Praise 

Jehovah." Notice the repetition of it in verses one, three, four 
and six. According to good authority, this precious word 
"Allelujah" is nowhere else used in the New Testament, 
although it is frequently used in the Psalms. 
 
The "salvation" of which they sing is God's gracious gift to 
them. He saved them by His grace. "The glory" belongs to 
God and "the power" is His which He displayed when He 
caused the harlot Babylon to fall. 
 
Verse two expresses the justification for this jubilation; 
namely, that God's judgments are true (genuine) and 
righteous, as shown by His judgment of the great harlot 
Babylon, who corrupted the whole earth (14:8; 17:2; 18:3) 
and shed the blood of His servants. Constant reference to her 
corrupting influence upon the kings of the earth stresses the 
extent of her guilt. Her fornication is her seductive and 
unholy alliances with the entire civilized world. By the utter 
destruction of Babylon, God has avenged the blood of his 
servants at her hand. Early in the history of Israel God was 
portrayed as one who avenges the blood of his servants and 
takes vengeance on his adversaries (Deuteronomy 32:35). 
To the first Hallelujah a second one is added in confirmation, 
with the emphasis on the eternal destruction of the world of 

evil--the kingdom of Satan, the smoke of which goes up 
forever and ever. The word "smoke" reminds us how the city 
was destroyed by fire by the beast and the ten 
"kings" (17:16). 
 
The twenty-four elders (4:4) and the four living creatures 
(4:6) fall down and worship God. As we have seen, these 
represent the whole body of the redeemed--the Church--and 
all of the created order respectively. They worship in the 
presence of the throne which symbolizes God's power and 
dominion. Their refrain is: "Amen, Praise Jehovah," so 
expressing full agreement with the great praising multitude. 
The redeemed in heaven may well praise Jehovah, for the 
fall of Babylon is the answer to the prayers of the saints 
under the altar "crying with a loud voice, saying; How long, 

O Lord, the holy and the true, dost thou not judge and 

avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" (6:10). 
 
A voice is heard from the throne (verse 5) calling upon all 
the servants of God to praise him. The voice is probably that 
of one of the heavenly beings who surround the throne. It is 
not the voice of God; nor is it the voice of the Lamb, who 
would have said "my God" rather than "our God" (3:12; John 
20:17). The servants of God are not a limited and select 
group such as the glorified martyrs but, as the two following 
phrases indicate, the entire group of faithful believers. 
 
With verse six, the scene changes, and we have before us the 
marriage of the Lamb as the closing scene of this vision. In 
the preceding verses the four-fold "Hallelujah" is heard in 
response to the judgment of the harlot Babylon. In our 
present passage, the emphasis falls upon the power and glory 
of the Lord, our God who reigns and is pictured for us in the 
marriage of the Lamb. 
 
John hears the voice of a great multitude with the sound as of 
many waters and of mighty thunderings, saying "Allelujah: 

for the Lord God Almighty reigns." This scene is not upon 
the earth but in heaven, and pictures the beginning of the 
eternal day. By this time the power of Satan has been 
broken--truly a demonstration of the power of God. So the 
kingdom of Satan is destroyed and the Kingdom of Christ 
has come; hence the ascription of praise to the Mighty 
Victor--the King of kings and the Lord of lords (19:12-16). 
Behold the marriage feast of the Lamb, for which His wife 
(the Church as bride) is ready--clothed in fine, clean, white 
linen, symbolic of her righteousness. "Blessed are they who 

are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb." This 
beatitude is a beautiful symbol of the blessed union of all the 
redeemed with Christ now and hereafter. 
 
Barclay, in his commentary of Revelation, makes the 
following observations pertaining to the concept of the 
marriage supper: "The thought of the relationship between 

God and his people as a marriage goes far back into the Old 

Testament. Again and again the prophets thought of Israel as 

the chosen bride of God. 'I will betroth you to me for ever,' 

Hosea hears God say, 'I will betroth you to me in 
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righteousness' (Hosea 2:19, 20). 'Your maker is your 

husband; the Lord of hosts is his name,' says Isaiah (Isaiah 

54:5). Jeremiah hears God say and appeal: 'Return, O 

faithless children, for I am your master' (Jeremiah 3:14). 

Ezekiel works out the whole picture most fully in chapter 16. 

The marriage symbolism runs all through the Gospels. We 

read of the marriage feast (Matthew 22:2); of the 

bridechamber and the wedding garment (Matthew 22:10, 

11); of the sons of the bridechamber (Mark 2:19); of the 

bridegroom (Mark 2:19; Matthew 25:1); of the friends of the 

bridegroom (John 3:29). And Paul speaks of himself as 

betrothing the church like a virgin to Christ (2 Corinthians 

11:2) and for him the relationship of Christ to his Church is 

the great model of the relationship of husband and wife 

(Ephesians 5:21-23)." 
 
In Biblical times a marriage involved two major events, the 
betrothal and the wedding. These were normally separated 
by a period of time during which the two individuals were 
considered husband and wife and as such were under the 
obligations of faithfulness. The wedding began with a 
procession to the bride's house, which was followed by a 
return to the house of the bridegroom for the marriage feast. 
By analogy, the church, espoused to Christ by faith, now 
awaits the parousia when the heavenly groom will come for 
his bride and return to heaven for the marriage feast which 
lasts throughout eternity. 
 
It is this eschatological event--the perfect union of Christ and 
his Church--which John announced under the metaphor of 
the marriage of the Lamb. It must be again emphasized that 
John does not describe the marriage supper; he only 
proclaims that the time has come. The actual event is 
nowhere described; it is a metaphorical way of alluding to 
the final redemptive fact when "the dwelling of God is with 

men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 

and God himself will be with them" (Revelation 21:3). This 
is why John can apply the same metaphor of the bride 
prepared for her husband to the new Jerusalem which comes 
down from heaven to dwell among men (Revelation 21:2). 
"His bride has made herself ready." In Ephesians 5:25, the 
preparation of the bride for the marriage is represented as an 
act of Christ accomplished by the giving of his life; here, 
preparation is demanded on the part of Christians. While 
redemption is altogether the work of God in Christ, there 
must be a human response. "When he appears, we shall be 

like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every one who 

thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure" (1 John 3:2, 
3). "Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 

ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make 

holiness perfect in the fear of God" (2 Corinthians 7:1). 
 
In verse eight, the bride is attired in fine linen, bright and 
pure. In contrast, the harlot was arrayed in purple and scarlet, 
adorned with gold, jewels, and pearls (17:4). The following 
clause explains that the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints. The plural "acts" may indicate that the bride's 

garment is woven of the innumerable acts of faithful 
obedience by those who endure to the end. Note that it was 
given to her to array herself in righteous acts: believers are 
created for divinely prepared good works (Ephesians 2:10). 
Corporately, the whole Church is seen to be attired in the 
dazzling whiteness of their collective purity. 
 
"And he says to me: Write, Blessed are they who are called 

to the marriage of the Lamb. And he says to me: These are 

the true words of God." (verse 9) As we read through the 
book of Revelation, we note that there are seven beatitudes 
(1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14). The concept of a 
sacred meal shared by Israel and the Messiah is common in 
Jewish thought. 3 Enoch 48:10 places this banquet in 
Jerusalem. The idea is found in apocalyptic settings as well. 
According to the Apocalypse of Elijah the righteous are to 
feast with the Messiah during the forty-year interim between 
this age and the age to come. In Luke 13:29, Jesus speaks of 
those from all points of the compass who will come and sit at 
table in the kingdom of God. Later in his ministry, he 
foretells a day when he will drink the fruit of the vine anew 
with his disciples in the kingdom of his Father (Matthew 
26:29). 
 
John tells us that he fell down before the angel's feet to 
worship him. Could it be that John thought him divine? 
Possibly, for the voice speaking to him comes "from the 

throne" (verse 5) and, like the Lord in previous visions, 
commands: "Write." Surely John would not knowingly 
worship an angel, as it is prohibited in the Word of God. 
The last clause of the verse "for the testimony of Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy" has been variously interpreted. In this 
instance, the testimony of Jesus is often taken as an objective 
genitive so that the clause would mean that the testimony 
about Jesus is the common substance of all prophecy 
(Erdman, p. 148) or that the true spirit of prophecy always 
manifests itself in bearing witness to Jesus (Morris, p. 228). 
The most common view is that the message attested by Jesus 
is the essence of prophetic proclamation. It is for this reason 
that man is to worship God, the giver of revelation, and not 
the angel, who is merely the interpreter of visions. 
 
Almost without warning heaven opens! "And I saw the 

heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and he that sat 

thereon called Faithful and True; and in righteousness he 

doth judge and make war" (verse 11). Here we see Christ in 
His second coming in typical apocalyptic symbolism; the 
heavens open and a white horse appears; He who rides the 
horse has eyes as a flame of fire; on His head many diadems; 
His garment dipped in blood; and His name is called The 
Word of God. Some interpreters insist on a literal 
interpretation of this verse. 
 
The Lord's return is a constantly recurring theme in the New 
Testament. It was on Calvary and in the resurrection our 
Lord conquered the powers of darkness and redeemed His 
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people. In His second coming He will actualize that glorious 
victory. 
 
In our present passage, John sees Him in a limited aspect of 
His coming again, namely, to judge and make war. The 
purging of the whole creation of evil will follow and so will 
be completed the great redemption for which He came to 
earth. In this scene, John sees the heaven opened and Christ 
seated on a white horse. As we have noted, the horse in the 
Scriptures is the agent for battle. We have seen Christ riding 
upon the colt of an ass in His humility, but now in His 
exaltation upon a white war steed. So He comes to do battle 
with the enemies of God and His saints. It is a white horse; 
white stands for victory, even as we have seen in chapter six-
-going "forth conquering, and to conquer." He is called 
"Faithful and True," and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war. The righteousness of divine judgment is a 
prominent theme throughout Revelation. In 16:5-7, the angel 
of the water proclaimed, "Just art thou in these thy 

judgments," and the altar responded, "Yea, Lord God the 

Almighty, true and righteous are his judgments." There is no 
doubt in the Seer's mind that the righteous retribution about 
to be enacted upon the beast and his followers is perfectly 
compatible with truth and justice. Centuries before, the 
Psalmist had sung of the coming of the Lord when he would 
judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with 
truth (Psalm 96:13). 
 
"His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 

crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but 

he himself" (verse 12). That His eyes are as a flame of fire is 
indicative of the fact that He comes for judgment upon the 
wicked. His holy and all penetrating eyes cannot tolerate 
iniquity. At this point of time in history iniquity has come to 
a head, to its consummation; the cup is full. So the time for 
the final judgment has come and Christ comes to judge and 
reign. Our verse also tells us that upon His head were many 
crowns which indicate unlimited sovereignty. As King of 
kings all authority is his. The entire description is obviously 
symbolic and should not be visualized in any concrete way. 
The Rider also bears a name which only he knows. Some 
find here a reference to the sacred tetragrammation, YHWH, 
a name too holy to pronounce so that the vowels of another 
name for God (Adonai) are read with the consonants of the 
holy name, with the resulting combination usually 
represented (in English) as Jehovah. The most common 
interpretation is that it is a secret name whose meaning is 
veiled from all created beings. It expresses the mystery of his 
person. There will always remain a mystery about Christ 
which finite minds will never fully grasp. 
 
"And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and his 

name is called the Word of God" (verse 13). He is clothed in 
a robe dipped in blood, not his own, but that of his enemies. 
As R. H. Charles puts it, it is essential to remember that the 
Heavenly Leader is this time, not the Slain One, but the 
Slayer. As usual, John takes his picture from the Old 

Testament and is thinking of the terrible picture in  
Isaiah 63:1-3; "Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 

dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his 

apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that 

speak in righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou 

red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth 

in the winefat? I have trodden the winepress alone; and of 

the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in 

mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood 

shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my 

raiment." This is the Messiah of Jewish apocalyptic 
expectation for more than the Messiah whom Jesus claimed 
to be. 
 
The name of the warrior is "The Word of God." Here is a 
striking link with the prologue of the Fourth Gospel where 
the preexistent Son is the Word (John 1:1) who in God's time 
became incarnate and dwelt among men (John 1:14). As the 
title is used in Revelation, however, it emphasizes not so 
much the self-revelation of God as it does the authoritative 
declaration by which the nations of the world are destroyed. 
As Dr. John Paterson puts it in THE BOOK THAT IS 
ALIVE, "The spoken word in Hebrew was fearfully alive. It 

was not merely a vocable or sound dropped heedlessly from 

unthinking lips. It was a unit of energy charged with power. 

It is energized for weal or for woe."  
 
We can see that, for instance, in the old story in which Jacob 
filched Esau's blessing from Isaac (Genesis 27). The blessing 
given could not be taken back. If that is so of human words, 
how much truer it is of the divine word. It is by his word that 
God created the earth and the heavens and everything in 
them. When John here called the warrior Christ The Word of 
God, he means that here in action is all the power of God's 
word; everything that God has said, and threatened, and 
promised is embodied in Christ. The Word of God is God 
fulfilling his divine purpose. This idea finds expression in 
Hebrews 4:12, "The Word of God is living and active, 

sharper than any two-edged sword." The same concept is 
found in the Wisdom of Solomon in connection with the 
death of the firstborn in Egypt: "Thy all-powerful word 

leaped from heaven, from the royal throne, into the midst of 

the land that was doomed, a stern warrior carrying the 

sharp sword of thy authentic command" (18:5-16). The 
Messiah as avenging warrior is appropriately named the 
Word (the powerful and active utterance) of God. 
 
"And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon 

white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean" (verse 
14). Some interpreters believe that the army is made up of 
angels, others of saints and martyrs, but whichever it might 
be, it seems obvious that the armies take no part in the actual 
battle, for it is the sword of the Messiah that smites the 
enemy, and his garment alone is dipped in blood. 
 
"And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 

should smite the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod 
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of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 

wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on 

his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS" (verses 15, 16). "And out of his mouth proceeds a 

sharp sword" reminds us of chapter 1:16. "The sword of His 

mouth" is the symbol for "the word of His mouth," as in 
Isaiah 11:4, "And He shall smite the earth with the rod of His 

mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the 

wicked." And, 2 Thessalonians 2:8: "And then shall that 

Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 

breath of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of 

His coming." Note that it is with the Word and not with 
armies that He smites the nations. The armies play no part 
except as backdrop to the Word. They are a fitting retinue, 
but He does not depend on them. 
 
He will tread the winepress of the anger of the wrath of God. 
The picture is of a warrior, Christ, trampling the grapes so as 
to produce the wine of the wrath of God, which his enemies 
must drink to their doom. The two nouns translated "wrath" 
or "anger" are found thirteen times in chapters six through 
nineteen. Any view of God which eliminates judgment and 
his hatred of sin in the interest of an emasculated doctrine of 
sentimental affection finds no support in the strong and virile 
realism of the Apocalypse. The figure of ruling with a rod of 
iron comes from Psalm 2. The Lord tells his anointed, "I will 

make the nations your heritage...You shall break them with a 

rod of iron." To rule with a rod of iron means to destroy 
rather than to govern in a stern fashion. The shepherd not 
only leads his flock to pasture but defends the sheep from 
marauding beasts. His rod is a weapon of retaliation. The 
Messiah's rod is a rod of iron; that is, it is strong and 
unyielding in its mission of judgment. 
 
On the garment of the Rider where it falls across his thigh (a 
most prominent place for one mounted on a horse) is 
inscribed the name KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS. This name emphasizes the universal sovereignty of 
the warrior Christ in his eschatological triumph over all the 
enemies of God. The title, as it occurs here and elsewhere in 
Scripture (Revelation 17:14; 1 Timothy 6:15; Daniel 2:47), 
goes back to Moses' declaration to Israel. "The Lord your 

God is God of gods and Lord of lords" (Deuteronomy 
10:17). The name singles him out as the greatest of all rulers, 
the only true divine One and the universal King!  
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