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In other passages of Scripture we read of the harvest of His 

people (Matthew 13:41, 42).  
 
The second harvest depicted in our Revelation text (17-20) is 

that of the ingathering of the ripened grapes. This vintage 

depicts the gathering of the lost. It pictures the day of the 

wrath of God. In Joel 3:3, these two scenes are presented as 

two parts of the final judgment. In verse 15, the angel that 

delivers the divine command to commence the harvest 

comes out from within the temple, that most holy place of 

the presence of God (7:15). Judgment upon sin is necessary, 

a function of righteousness. He cries out in a great voice to 

the one sitting on the cloud that he should send forth his 

sickle and reap, for the hour is come, and the harvest of the 

earth is ripe. These words convey the idea that contrary to 

human appearances, history is moving under the sovereignty 

of God. History and human affairs are not ruled by a blind 

meaningless fate which goes nowhere. God is watching over 

history, and the hour will come in his divine wisdom when 

mankind is ripe for judgment. History will not get out of 

control: in God's hour, the issues will be settled.  
 
There is sharp distinction between the harvest and the 

vintage which should not escape our attention. With the 

harvesting of the wheat, the ingathering of God's elect, there 

is no intimation of judgment; while with the ingathering of 

the grapes, the vintage of the wicked, there is the judgment 

of the winepress of the wrath of God.  
 
In quick succession, two more angels appear upon the scene 

(17, 18) to execute the judgment of the wicked. The first 

angel comes "out of the temple"--the very presence of God--

from whence he receives his orders from the Judge of all the 

earth. In his hand he holds a sharp "vineknife" for the cutting 

of the grapes.  
 
The second angel comes "out from the altar," which is in the 

presence of God. This angel has authority over the fire of the 

altar. With a loud voice he calls out to the first angel and 

instructs him to gather the clusters of grapes, as they are 

fully ripe. As the altar is elsewhere connected with the 

prayers of the righteous (6:9; 8:3-5), we are probably to 

understand here that the prayers of the faithful play a definite 

part in bringing about God's judgment upon the wicked. The 

idea of a harvest of grapes occurs elsewhere in Scripture as a 

symbol of judgment. "I have trodden the wine press alone. I 

trod them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their 

lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, and I have stained 

all my raiment" (Isaiah 63:2-3). "Put in the sickle, for the 

harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the wine press is full. The 

vats overflow, their wickedness is great" (Joel 3:13).  

In verse 20, we note a sudden change in the symbolism from 

"the treading of the grapes to a military slaughter"--which 

of course, cannot be considered literally. It becomes a 

bloody scene. It is like a great sea of blood, so deep that it 

reaches the bridles of the horses and extends sixteen hundred 

furlongs. This is beyond comprehension, and can only 

awaken in us an impression of unspeakable horror. One thing 

is sure. God's final judgment, the winepress of the wrath of 

Almighty God, will be unspeakably dreadful and complete. 

Surely it will be a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the 

living God (Hebrews 10:31).  
 
It is "the great wine-press of the wrath of God." It is the last 

great consummate act of destruction which is to end this 

present world. The masses on whom it is executed are "the 

kings of the earth and of the world, and their armies 

(Revelation 16:14; 19:19). It is "the great and dreadful day 

of the Lord" about which all the prophets of all the ages have 

prophesied. It is the result of the resentment and anger of 

Him who is Faithful and True, who in righteousness doth 

judge and make war, whose eyes are as fire, on whose head 

are the many crowns.  
 
Chapter 14 concluded the interlude between the sixth and 

seventh trumpets, which consists of seven bowls or vials. 

The sounding of the seventh trumpet was announced in 10:7. 

Since the sounding of the seventh trumpet in 11:15, as the 

third woe (11:14), as the second series of judgments upon 

the ungodly with no repentance on their part, we have heard 

and seen some amazing revelations.  
 
Chapter 12 showed us the woman clothed with the sun and 

the great red dragon; chapter 13 revealed the dragon and his 

helpers, the beast out of the sea, and the beast out of the 

earth; chapter 14 pictured for us the Lamb of God on Mount 

Zion with His 144,000 redeemed from the earth; the fall of 

Babylon and the double harvest--that of the redeemed and 

the judgment of the wicked suffering the winepress of the 

wrath of God.  
 
Now we come to chapters 15 and 16, in which we view the 

actual outpouring of the seventh trumpet as the third woe 

which spells the end of the wrath of God (15:1). These seven 

judgments revealed as seven bowls or vials are poured out 

upon the beast and all who worship him (16:2). These 

plagues, unlike the preceding manifestations of God's holy 

anger, are the last visitations of the Almighty One, leaving 

no room for repentance. Hence, the final judgment day 

ensues. 
 
John now sees another sign in heaven. We must keep in 

mind that "signs" point beyond themselves and disclose the 
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theological meaning of history. That there are seven angels 

having seven plagues speaks of the certainty and 

completeness of divine wrath against all unrighteousness.  

Another striking scene is that of the transparent sea, upon 

which John saw a multitude of overcomers of the beast 

standing, having the harps of God, the symbol of victory, 

singing the song of Moses and of the Lamb, praising the 

Almighty God for His sovereignty and His righteousness. 

There is no compelling reason to interpret the sea of glass as 

other than that which stood before the throne of God (4:6).  
 
The central thought in the symbolism is that these 

conquerors of the beast are standing before the throne of 

God, in his very presence. The beast had supposed that in 

slaying them he had conquered them; but their death meant 

only that they moved from earth into the presence of God. 

Theirs was the final victory! They are the overcomers to 

whom the seven letters hold out promise of eating of the tree 

of life (12:7), protection from the second death (2:11), 

hidden manna (2:17), authority over the nations (2:26), white 

garments (3:5), the honor of becoming a pillar in the temple 

of God (3:12), and the privilege of sitting with Christ on his 

throne (3:21). Little wonder that they break out in song!  
 
The song of Moses is the song of deliverance from the 

totalitarian world power of Egypt, a deliverance that is now 

fully realized by this multitude redeemed by the Lamb of 

God. "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 

unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, 

for He hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider 

hath He thrown into the sea. Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, 

among the gods, who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, 

fearful in praises, doing wonders?" (Exodus 15:1-11). 

And here the victors sing the song of Moses over again, 

looking out upon another sea of judgment as its fiery waves 

dash upon their oppressors! Here, however, the song goes 

beyond that of Moses and takes in that of the Lamb, as well, 

which is the song of victory over sin and death, the song of 

justification and eternal life through the blood and triumph 

of Jesus, whose dominion and right as the Lord of the 

nations are attested by these mighty judgments.  
 
Verse four reads: "Who shall not fear, thee, O Lord, and 

glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall 

come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made 

manifest." George Ladd makes the following comment on 

this verse: "Taken out of context these words could be 

interpreted to mean a universal salvation of all nations. 

There are also statements in Paul's correspondence which 

taken out of context, sound like universal salvation. 'Every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father' (Philippians 2:11). However, 

such statements must be understood in their total biblical 

intent. The Bible constantly looks forward to a day when 

God will reign on the earth, surrounded only by those who 

find joy in worshiping him. 'All the nations thou hast made 

shall come and bow down before thee, O Lord, and shall 

glorify thy name' (Psalm 86:9). 'For from the rising of the 

sun to its setting thy name is great among the 

nations' (Malachi 1:11). This is the goal of the book of 

Revelation: the establishment of a city where all the nations 

shall find healing (Revelation 22:2). This does not mean 

universal salvation; it does mean that the Kingdom of God 

will witness a fellowship of people drawn from all the 

nations who gladly give themselves in worship and devotion 

to God." 
 
"After these things I saw and there was opened the temple of 

the tabernacle of the testimony of the heaven" (verse 5). In 

11:19, we read of the temple of God being opened in heaven, 

and the ark of His covenant, the symbol of His grace, is the 

object of attention. Here the emphasis falls on the 

"testimony" to the two tables of the law as a testimony to 

God's divine moral government, which He will execute 

according to His holiness and justice.  
 
The wrath of God is about to be visited upon the earth. Out 

of the inner sanctuary of God seven angels come forth, and 

one of the four living creatures gives a golden bowl full of 

the anger of God to each of the seven. And now the full 

glory of God and His power is revealed. The sanctuary is 

filled to its fullest capacity so that no one could enter in until 

the judgment of the seven bowls was finished. This reveals 

the unapproachableness of the holy God, so that all creatures 

may stand back in holy reverence as they witness the terrible 

works of God in righteousness. The smoke which fills the 

heavenly temple in Revelation indicates the presence of God 

in all his glory and power to actively carry out his judgments 

upon wickedness. Until the seven plagues are finished, no 

one is able to enter the temple. Once the time of final 

judgment has come, none can stay the hand of God. The time 

for intercession is past. God in his unapproachable majesty 

and power has declared that the end has come. No longer 

does he stand knocking; he enters to act in sovereign 

judgment.  
 
We now have arrived at chapter sixteen. "And I heard a 

great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go 

and pour out the seven bowls of the fury of God into the 

earth." We will note that chapter sixteen is given over in its 

entirety to the carrying out of the final series of plagues 

(15:1). There are certain similarities between the seven bowl 

plaques and the seven trumpet plagues, and both services 

contain certain similarities to the plagues of Egypt.  

The seven bowls, like the seven trumpets, lead us to the end 

of history. It is obvious though, the seven bowl plagues are 

much more intense and severe. While the first four trumpet 

plagues fall upon man's environment rather than upon man 

himself, the first bowl plague falls directly upon man.  

These plagues must be seen in the context of the titanic 

struggle between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of 

Satan pictured so vividly in chapter twelve. These plagues 

are universal in scope and are the outpouring of God's wrath 
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upon him who would frustrate the divine purpose in the 

world--the beast--and upon those who have given their 

loyalty to him.  
 
There is an interlude between the first six seals and the 

seventh, and between the first six trumpets and the seventh. 

But there is no interlude here; the seventh bowl plague is the 

overthrow of Babylon herself--the capital of the beast's 

empire.  
 
We need to remind ourselves of the fact that the seven bowls 

are actually the ending of the sixth seal (6:12-17). As the 

lamb of God finished breaking the six seals, as God's 

judgment upon the anti-Christian powers, the judgments are 

completed. We see this clearly when we remember that the 

seventh seal is revealed in the seven trumpets, and the 

seventh trumpet is revealed in the seven bowls. In all this we 

see progress in the severity of God's dealing with Satan 

masquerading as the dragon and with his two beasts and 

Babylon the harlot. The wrath of God is finished in the seven 

bowls.  
 
Someone may ask, when will these seven bowls be poured 

out upon the earth? In answer to this question we will quote 

Hendriksen's commentary: Must we conceive of God's wrath 

as being completely pent up until the Second Coming, until 

the vintage described in chapter 14? This question is 

answered in our present vision. The answer, in brief, is this: 

whenever in history the wicked fail to repent in answer to the 

initial and partial manifestation of God's anger in judgments, 

the FINAL effusion of wrath follows, FINAL, though not  

COMPLETE until the judgment day. These plagues are the 

last. They leave no more opportunity for repentance. When 

the wicked, often warned by trumpets of judgment, (initial 

plagues), continue to harden their hearts, death finally 

plunges them into the hands of an angry God. But even 

before they die they may have crossed the deadline, the line 

between God's patience and his wrath. Hence, throughout the 

history of the world God's final wrath again and again 

reveals itself.  
 
John heard "a great voice out of the temple saying to the 

seven angels, go and pour out the seven bowls of the fury of 

God into the earth." This 'great voice' is not identified, but 

we know its origin. It came "out of the temple"--that is, out 

of the presence of God and may very well be the voice of 

God! The first angel is dispatched and carries out his 

awesome task of pouring out the wrath of God upon the 

followers of the beast. The first bowl brings loathsome and 

malignant ulcers upon mankind. We are reminded of the 

sixth Egyptian plague in which sores in the form of boils and 

abscesses broke out upon men and beasts throughout the 

land (Exodus 9:9-11). Job spoke from experience of the pain 

and irritation of such afflictions (Job 2:7-8, 13). 
 
In verse three, the second angel poured out his bowl into the 

sea, with the result that the sea "became blood, as of one 

dead, and every living thing died in the sea." This gives the 

impression of a polluted, stinking sea if understood in the 

literal sense. It is a reminder of the first plague in Egypt, 

when the waters of the Nile turned to blood (Exodus 7:17). 

Please note that this second bowl harmonizes with the 

second trumpet, when a third of the sea became blood and 

third of its creatures died (8:8-9). Note that in all three 

instances it is water, one of man's basic requirements and of 

critical importance in the more arid regions of ancient 

civilization, which is affected by divine judgment.  
 
In verses four through seven, the rivers and the fountains of 

waters are involved and "they become blood." To this is 

added a strange response from these waters by means of "the 

angel of the waters" (verse 5). Whether there is such an 

angel we do not know. The Scriptures do not give us any 

light on this. We do know that angels have various 

responsibilities and this may be one of them. In the 

corresponding trumpet plague a third part of the rivers and 

fountains of the waters are made bitter by a great burning 

star which falls from heaven (8:10 11).  
 
Again let us observe...while parallels exist between the first 

four trumpets and the first four bowls, it should be noticed 

that the late series is not a recapitulation of the former but an 

intensification of divine recompense which shares its 

imagery. In recounting the story of the Exodus, the Psalmist 

says that God "turned their rivers to blood, so that they 

could not drink of their streams" (Psalm 78:44).  
 
Verse six gives further evidence of the righteousness of God 

in carrying out his judgment by turning the waters to blood. 

Because they had poured out the blood of the saints, God has 

given them blood to drink. In verse seven, a second voice 

confirms the rightness of God's retributive act. God's acts of 

judging are in accordance with truth and are absolutely just. 

When God once comes with His terrible awards upon the 

wicked, the righteousness of them will be so conspicuous, 

and the justice and truth of His administrations will be so 

clear and manifest, that it will not be in the power of any 

holy being to find a flaw, to raise a question, or to withhold 

the profoundest. Amen!  
 
In verse eight and nine, the fourth angel pours out his bowl 

upon the sun, and men are scorched by its fiery heat. After 

the blast of the fourth trumpet, a third of the sun, moon, and 

stars were darkened for a third of the day and night (8:12). 

But now the fourth bowl is followed with scorching heat 

rather than a partial eclipse. The phrase "and it was given to 

it to scorch men with fire" (8) raises the question "Which 

men?" To this question there is but one answer. According to 

verse 2 it is the men who had the mark of the beast and those 

doing homage to his image. 
 
This verse implies the presence of others on the earth. It is 

interesting to observe how the literalists explain how those 

who had not bowed to the beast escaped this scorching and 

burning fire of the sun. It will not do to say that they have 

been taken up into the glory, for this world contradicts the 
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implications of the double harvest of the wheat and the 

grapes of chapter 14 at the close of the age. The scene of the 

144,000--the Triumphant Church--in heaven in chapter 14 is 

a preview of the blessedness of the redeemed preceding the 

judgment of God under the seven bowls. From this point of 

view we also have the sense of the Triumphant Church in 

chapter 7:9-17, which we know will not be realized until the 

day of glorious consummation. Again we read that there was 

pain by repenting and giving glory to God, but by 

blaspheming his name. Like Pharaoh, their hearts have 

become hardened and repentance is out of the question. They 

have fully taken on the character of the false god they serve.  

"And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the 

beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness, and they 

gnawed their tongues for pain" (verse 10). This plague is 

poured out directly upon the center of the beast's power. This 

again makes it clear that these plagues embodying the wrath 

of God do not represent his wrath against the sins of men in 

a general sense, although this is a biblical theme (Romans 

1:18), but his wrath poured out upon the demonic civilization 

of the last time.  
 
The plague is one of supernatural darkness, similar to the 

plague of darkness in Egypt (Exodus 10:21-23). This doom 

of God's darkness, whatever it may mean, may well be 

understood as God's divine restraining interference with 

Satan's reign over the anti-Christian world which already 

was gravely affected by the preceding bowls of wrath, 

causing them to "gnaw their tongues for pain" because of 

"their wounds and sores." In the Book of Wisdom (17:21), 

we find these words; "Over them was spreads heavy night, 

an image of the darkness which should afterward receive 

them; but yet were they unto themselves more grievous than 

the darkness." Here is a corresponding darkness, coextensive 

with the world wide empire of the Beast. Isaiah prophesied 

of this when he said, "Behold, the darkness shall cover the 

earth, and gross darkness the people" (Isaiah 60:2).  
 
In verses twelve through sixteen, we are introduced to the 

sixth bowl plague. "And the sixth angel poured out his vial 

upon the great river Euphrates, and the water thereof was 

dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be 

prepared" (verse 12). This sixth bowl stand out from the  

preceding bowls in that it prepares the world of evil for the 

last judgment of God. It is the next to the last step in the 

battle between God, Christ, and the Church on the one hand, 

and Satan on the other.  
 
We read about this great Euphrates river under the sixth 

trumpet in chapter 9:13-19 and noted how this eastern 

boundary of Palestine was used by the prophets as a symbol 

of evil and judgment--for example, Isaiah 8:7. In chapter 9 

John uses it as a symbol of judgment upon the ungodly 

world, and a third part of mankind are killed by the great 

host of demonic cavalry. 
 
In this sixth bowl it is again used symbolically as the 

removal of the barrier holding back the kings of the East in 

preparation for the great battle of God, know as 

Armageddon, where the anti-Christian powers suffer total 

defeat. Strange as it may seem, nothing more is said about 

these kings. The main point of this verse (12) is that God is 

taking the initiative in gathering the powers of evil for their 

final and complete destruction in "the battle of God"--the 

Armageddon.  
 
In verse thirteen, John sees three unclean spirits coming out 

of the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. 

The dragon is without doubt the seven-headed dragon of 

chapter 12 (specifically identified as Satan in 12:9), and the 

beast is the beast out of the sea as described in the first ten 

verses of chapter 13. The unclean spirits proceed from the 

mouths of the unholy triumvirate, suggesting the persuasive 

and deceptive propaganda which in the last days will lead 

men to an unconditional commitment to the cause of evil. In 

time the Roman Empire would crumble, but beyond all 

temporary manifestations of secular power the entire 

structure of human opposition to the kingdom of God will 

come crashing down in defeat. In the mind of the 

apocalyptist this will happen not by the gradual turning of 

men to the truth but by the dramatic and sudden return of the 

warrior Christ. Men duped by the subtle propaganda of 

secularism have cut themselves off from the source of truth 

and must bear the inevitable consequences. 
 
In verse 15 we hear the announcement of the coming of 

Christ! "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he who watches 

(is awake) and keeps his garments, that he may not walk 

naked and they see his shame." These words remind us of 

Christ's warning to the church in Sardis: "If therefore thou 

shall not watch, I will come on thee as a thief (3:3)." The 

apostle Paul speaks of Christ's coming as a thief in 1 

Thessalonians 5:2, but with the encouraging words, "But ye 

brethren, are not darkness, that the day should overtake you 

as thief" (1 Thessalonians 5:4).  
 
Verse sixteen leads directly into one of the more cryptic and 

difficult problems of Revelation. The kings of the world are 

said to be gathered into a place which is called in Hebrew 

Har-Magedon. This was a famous Hebrew battlefield. Here 

Gideon and his three hundred defeated the Midianites. Here 

King Saul was defeated by the Philistines. Here Barak and 

Deborah overthrew the hosts of the Canaanite king, Jabin. 

Here Ahaziah died of Jehu's arrows. And here Pharaoh 

Necho overthrew Josiah. The place was burned into the 

minds of the Jewish people, and the mourning for Josiah in 

the valley of Megiddo was long afterward quoted as a typical 

example of national grief. Thus Megiddo fitly symbolized 

the worldwide distress of righteousness and evil engaged in 

deadly combat.  
 
Most Bible scholars do not see this as an actual material 

sword and spear battle. If one expects this to be a literal, 

material battle, he must expect the army to be headed by a 
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committee of three frogs! But wherever it takes place, Har-

Magedon is symbolic of the final overthrow of all the forces 

of evil by the might and power of God. The great conflict 

between God and Satan, Christ and Antichrist, good and evil, 

which lies behind the perplexing course of history will in the 

end issue in a final struggle in which God will emerge 

victorious and take with him all who have placed their faith 

in him. This is Har-Magedon.  
 
In verse 17 through 21, we see the last bowl of God's wrath 

poured out upon the anti-Christian power as a whole; upon 

the demonic kingdom of Satan, "the prince of the power of 

the air, the spirit that now works in the sons of 

disobedience" (Ephesians 2:2). It is poured out into or upon 

the air or the evil atmosphere. At the same time a loud voice 

from the throne of God cries out, "It is done." This is the 

final blow, and is pictured with greater consternation and 

destruction than anything up to now. We read of lightnings 

and rumblings and thunders, indicating the mighty presence 

of God and the origin of this great judgment.  
 
The earth is shaken and torn with a mighty earthquake. So 

great was the earthquake that "the great city" Babylon, the 

center of seduction and the 'seat' of Satan's dominion, fell 

"into three parts." So his power and dominion fell apart and 

Babylon, personified, was forced to "drink the cup of the 

wine of the fury of God's wrath," as a recompense for having 

given the dwellers on earth to drink "of the wine of the fury 

of her fornication" and having "seduced the kings of the 

earth to commit fornication with her" (18:3, 14:8, 16).  

"And every island fled, and no mountains were found" (verse 

20). Under the sixth seal John portrays a great cataclysm and 

speaks of the removal of "every mountain and island" (6:14), 

indicating the coming of the end of the present world 

structure.  
 
This catastrophic scene ends with a supernatural hailstorm. 

Blocks of hail "of a talen weight (60 to 100 pounds) come 

down out of heaven upon men, for which men blasphemed 

God and repented not." John uses a special word translated 

'exceeding' which he uses nowhere else in the book 

(sphodra). The disaster must be seen for the decisive event it 

is.  
 
A number of interpreters have tried to locate these plagues in 

past history with little success, for the simple reason that 

these plagues are the last plagues just before the final 

judgment. This does not exclude the fact that there have been 

similar plagues in past history. The difference is that these 

have a finality about them and picture symbolically the 

magnitude of these last judgments.  
 
This seventh and last bowl, under which both the natural and 

the spiritual spheres are affected, impresses us with the 

beginning of the final judgment of Almighty God, 

concerning which we will see the climax in chapters that 

follow.  
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