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Revelation 14 - King James Version 
 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and 

with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his 

Father's name written in their foreheads. 

And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 

waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the 

voice of harpers harping with their harps: And they sung as 

it were a new song before the throne, and before the four 

beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but 

the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were 

redeemed from the earth. 

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they 

are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb 

whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among 

men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without 

fault before the throne of God. 

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having 

the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 

earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 

people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory 

to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship 

him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 

fountains of waters. 

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, 

is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink 

of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 

If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his 

mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of 

the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 

mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 

angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of 

their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have 

no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, 

and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 

Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 

Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; 

and their works do follow them. 

And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud 

one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a 

golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 

And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud 

voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and 

reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of 

the earth is ripe. 

And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth 

and the earth was reaped. 

And another angel came out of the temple which is in 

heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 

And another angel came out from the altar, which had power 

over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp 

sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the 

clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered 

the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of 

the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the 

city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the 

horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred 

furlongs. 
 
Revelation 15 - King James Version 

 
And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, 

seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is 

filled up the wrath of God. 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and 

them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his 

image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, 

stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy 

works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou 

King of saints. 

Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for 

thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship 

before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the 

tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened: And the 

seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven 

plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their 

breasts girded with golden girdles. 

And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven 

golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and 

ever. 

And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, 

and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the 

temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were 

fulfilled. 
 

Revelation 16 - King James Version 
 
And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the 

seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the 

wrath of God upon the earth. 
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And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; 

and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men 

which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which 

worshipped his image. 

And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it 

became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul 

died in the sea. 

And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and 

fountains of waters; and they became blood. 

And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, 

O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast 

judged thus. 

For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and 

thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. 

And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God 

Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments. 

And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and 

power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. 

And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the 

name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they 

repented not to give him glory. 

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the 

beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they 

gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of 

heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented 

not of their deeds. 

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river 

Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way 

of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the 

mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and 

out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go 

forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 

gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 

keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his 

shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in 

the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and 

there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from 

the throne, saying, It is done. 

And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and 

there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men 

were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 

And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities 

of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance 

before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 

fierceness of his wrath. 

And every island fled away, and the mountains were not 

found. 

And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every 

stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God 

because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was 

exceeding great. 
 

MESSAGE 
 
Having considered the awful darkness of total defeat—666--
now by contrast we are to witness the glorious triumph of 
777--the triumph of Christ and His Church! Chapter 14 
continues the interlude between the seven trumpets and the 
seven bowls. We must be reminded again that the seventh 
trumpet brought us to the very time of the end (10:7), but 
before the actual coming of the end, John was given visions 
which represent to him that the end time will be a final 
manifestation of the age-long struggle between the Kingdom 
of God and the power of Satan. 
 
In order to keep before his readers the ultimate reward of 
their endurance, the author of Revelation intersperses 
glimpses of final blessedness among his presentations of 
judgment. The detailed description of the beast and the false 
prophet in the preceding chapter was a somber reminder of 
what lay in the immediate future. A note of encouragement 
is in order! John moves quickly beyond the storm about to 
break to the bright morning of eternity when the Lamb and 
his followers stand on heavenly Zion with the anthem of 
redemption everywhere resounding like the roar of a mighty 
waterfall and the echo of thunder! Chapter 14 presents us 
with three related scenes complementing the two scenes of 
chapter 12 which showed us the Radiant Woman vs. the 
Great Red Dragon. The outcome of this carried us through 
chapter 13. The three scenes are: 

1) The Lamb and the 144,000 (verses 1-5). 
2) The Fall of Babylon (verses 6-13). 
3) The Double Harvest (verses 14-20). 

 
We are now approaching the end of the Fourth Vision of 
Revelation (chapters 12-14). Once again the scene changes. 
John saw the Lamb of God standing on Mount Zion and with 
Him all the redeemed from among men, the 144,000 with 
His Father's name on their foreheads. The 144,000 are the 
Church, all God's people. In the context of the overall view 
of Revelation which we are taking, there is nothing in this 
passage which might lead to any other conclusion. They are 
named with the names of Christ and of God; they are the 
redeemed, and know the song of the redeemed. Virginity, 
truth, and purity mark them as God's saints. They are the 
followers, or disciples of Christ, and the first fruits of his 
harvest. 
 
J. A. Seiss in his commentary on Revelation, begins his 
comments on this chapter with these words: "The blackest 

storms often give place to the loveliest sunsets. The winds 

and thunders exhaust themselves. The clouds empty and 

break. And from the calm heavens behind them comes a 

golden light, girthing the remaining fragments of gloom with 

chains of brightness, and overarching with the bow of 

promise the path along which the terrible tempest has just 

passed. Like this evening glory after the summer's gust, is the 

chapter on which we now enter." 
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In the chapter 13 scene, the beasts from the sea and the land 
were venting their fury on the Church of Jesus Christ. But 
now the scene changes. The reign of terror cannot last. God's 
merciful goodness cannot allow it long. The earth would 
dissolve under it if those days were not shortened, but for the 
elect's sake they are shortened. 
 
In place of the horrid beasts, the Lamb comes into view. In 
place of the blaspheming herd, the redeemed appear, with 
the name of the Father and the Son upon their shining brows. 
The Lamb who, in chapter five, was counted worthy to 
unloose the seals of the scroll's destiny, and in chapter seven, 
to receive the adulation of the innumerable multitude of 
heaven, now stands victorious with his followers. They are 
singing a new song--the song of the Redeemed. Only they 
know this song, for its theme is salvation and its contents 
speak of the precious blood of Christ, of pardon, of joy, of 
peace. John says he heard this song and describes it 
symbolically as a "sound of many waters and of great 

thunder" mingled with the sound of many "harpers playing 

their harps." John may well use symbolic terms to express 
the inexpressible harmony and volume of the innumerable 
multitude from all tribes, peoples, tongues, and nations 
redeemed from among men, glorifying the Lamb of God and 
the Father in the perfection and power of the Holy Spirit. 
Where do they sing this new song? Before the throne of God, 
even as we read in chapter 4:2, where the throne represents 
the sovereign rule of God as Creator and Redeemer. And the 
Lamb occupies this throne with the Father. 
 
In verse four, the 144,000 are described in a negative way in 
contrast to the earth dwellers who are the followers of the 
beast. "Not defiled with women" is a symbolic expression 
meaning that they did not join in with their pagan neighbors 
in their worship of the beast, but were faithful to their Lord. 
We do not suppose with some that these 144,000 are all 
males who have never been married, for there is no more 
impurity in marriage than in abstinence from marriage. 
Celibacy is not the subject or virtue in this description, but 
purity, freedom from contamination by the corruptions 
which prevail in their time. The reign of Antichrist is the 
reign of harlotry, both literal and spiritual. It is a time when 
chaste marriage is no more regarded than the worship of the 
true God. But from all such defilements these people have 
kept themselves unspotted. They are "virgins," in that they 
have lived chaste lives, both as to their faithfulness to God in 
their religion, and as to their pureness from all bodily 
lewdness. The object of Paul's ministry to the Corinthians 
was that "he might present them as a chaste virgin to 

Christ." 
 
Not only was the Church marked with the seal of God, not 
only were they pure and chaste, but they also had the quality 
of truthfulness. "In their mouth was not found what is false." 
To speak falsehood, to exercise a deceitful and 
untrustworthy tongue, is a devilish thing: for Satan is a liar 
and the father of lies. 

As noted already, the fourteenth chapter consists of a series 
of loosely connected visions associated with the end. After a 
vision of the final salvation of the redeemed, John hears an 
angel summoning all men to repentance while there is yet 
time, before the last judgments fall and it will be too late. 
The message of the angel was addressed to those who dwell 
on the earth--John's usual idiom for unregenerate humans. 
This angel addressed himself, not to the saints, but to 
unbelievers. His message is the eternal gospel. We have here 
the worldwide proclamation of the gospel.  
 
Verse seven tells us that the angel's proclamation was with a 
loud voice--that is, with a voice that could be heard around 
the world, as a witness to all nations. "And this gospel of the 

kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 

unto all nations, and then shall the end come" (Matthew 
24:14). It is a final appeal to all men to recognize the one 
true God. It is an eternal gospel in that it sets forth the eternal 
purpose of God for man. It relates to judgment and salvation 
in the coming eternal age. Those that dwell on the earth are 
further specified as every nation, tribe, tongue and people. 
The eternal gospel call is upon men to fear and honor the 
Creator, for the hour of judgment is at hand! God has 
revealed himself in nature so that men are without excuse 
(Romans 1:19-20). 
 
Swete notes that the basis of the appeal is pure theism: "It is 

an appeal to the conscience of untaught heathendom, 

incapable as yet of comprehending any other. To fear God is 

to reverence him: to give him glory is to pay him the respect 

and honor which is his due." 
 
And now, another angel appears in John's vision. The angel 
is saying..."Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 

because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath 

of her fornication." It is the announcement of the fall of the 
whole ungodly world power. It is announced as if it had 
already come to pass, so certain is its judgment of doom. 
These are the very words of the prophecy of Isaiah 21:9, 
"Fallen, fallen is Babylon: and all the graven images of her 

gods are broken unto the ground." The verb "fallen" is 
repeated to emphasize its imminence and certainty. The 
introduction of this symbolic reference without explanation 
assumes that the readers would understand the allusion. The 
ancient Mesopotamian city of Babylon had become the 
political and religious capital of a world empire, renowned 
for its luxury and moral corruption. Above all, it was the 
great enemy of the people of God.  
 
For the early church, the city of Rome was a contemporary 
Babylon. The designation "Babylon the great" (used 
consistently throughout Revelation: 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 
10, 21) goes back to Daniel 4:30 and emphasizes, as Swete 
says, "the Nebuchadnezzar-like self-importance of the rulers 

of Rome rather than the actual size or true greatness of the 

city." It is a symbol for the spirit of godlessness which in 
every age lures men away from the worship of the Creator. it 
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is the final manifestation of secular humanism in its attempt 
to destroy the remaining vestiges of true religion. Society set 
free from God is its own worst enemy! 
 
"And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, 

If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his 

mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of 

the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 

mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 

angels, and in the presence of the Lamb" (verses 9-10).  
 
Two words are used to describe God’s judgment: wrath 
(thumos) and anger (orge). No sharp distinction can be 
drawn between the two words, but "orge" represents the kind 
of anger that rises out of a settled disposition, while 
"thumos" represents anger of a more passionate kind. In 
most of the New Testament, orge is the usual word to 
designate the divine wrath: outside of Revelation, thumos is 
used only once (Romans 2:8). However, both words are 
frequently used together in the Greek Bible, and they are 
used here together to intensify the reality of God’s wrath. 
This wrath is often pictured in the Old Testament as a 
draught of wine (Job 21:20; Psalm 75:8; Jeremiah 25:15-38). 
The nations to whom the cup of God’s wrath is given shall 
"drink and stagger...be drunk and vomit, fall and rise no 

more" (Jeremiah 25:16, 27). God’s wrath is not the 
outworking of impersonal laws of retribution which are built 
into the structure of reality, but the response of a righteous 
God to man’s adamant refusal to accept his love. 
 
The wine of God’s wrath is said to be "prepared unmixed in 

the cup of his anger." The participle (which literally means 
"mixed") was used of the preparation of wine by the addition 
of various spices. In Psalm 75:8, the mixture is apparently 
poisonous. The adjective (unmixed) refers to the practice of 
diluting the wine with water. When taken in a literal sense, 
the clause says that the wrath of God is mixed (so as to 
increase its strength) unmixed (not diluted with water). The 
angel is saying that those who defect to emperor worship 
will drink the wine of God’s wrath poured out in full 
strength, untempered by the mercy and grace of God. 
 
The torment of those who worship the beast is to be with fire 
and brimstone--a figure taken from God’s judgment upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:28) and used repeatedly 
in the final chapters of Revelation. The intention of the 
proclamation is to startle men into the realization of the 
eternal consequences of denying faith in Christ and 
worshiping the beast. This torment takes place in the very 
presence of the Lamb and his holy angels. In Luke 12:9, 
Jesus says that those who deny him before men will be 
denied before the angels of God. To suffer in the presence of 
the hosts of heaven is not to lessen the fierceness of the 
judgment but to make it more grievous. "And the smoke of 

their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have 

no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, 

and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name" (verse 11). 
The eternal duration of the punishment of the wicked is no 
new note in the New Testament.  
 
Jesus had spoken of the eternal punishment of the wicked 
(Matthew 25:46) and warned of the hell of fire where "their 

worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 
9:48). A number of modern writers point out that the 
doctrine of hell is offensive to contemporary man. One 
writer (Glasson) labels as "sub-Christian" and "impossible to 

reconcile with the teaching of Jesus" the idea that those who 
had fallen into the sin of emperor worship should be 
punished day and night forever. Yet the teaching of the New 
Testament on eternal consequences of willfully rejecting the 
love of God as manifested in the death of Christ for the sin 
of man does not allow us to put the doctrine aside as sub-
Christian or reinterpret it in such a way as to remove the 
abrasive truth of eternal punishment.  
 
It was Jesus, more than anyone else, who spoke of the fires 
of hell. After due allowance is made for the place of 
symbolism in apocalyptic, what remains in these verses is 
still the terrifying reality of divine wrath poured out upon 
those who persist in following Antichrist. "Here is the 

patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus" (verse 12).  
 
In view of the certain doom of the beast and those who 
worship him, John inserts a call to patient endurance on the 
part of those who are about to suffer at the hands of the 
beast. The trials and sufferings which are the lot of the 
faithful as a result of the enforcement of emperor worship 
call for steadfast endurance in obedience and faith. The 
demands of the imperial cult accompanied by the threat of 
capital punishment would be a crucial test of the believer’s 
loyalty. The faith of Jesus is not the faith he gives but an 
objective genitive: faith in Jesus. 
 
Please let me make a passing comment on this whole issue 
of the tribulation and the church. I am fully aware that much 
preaching today would indicate that the Church will not go 
through the tribulation, but such teaching would sound 
heretical to the ears of Jesus. Listen to his own words: "For 

then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 

beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever shall be. And 

except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh 

be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be 

shortened" (Matthew 24:21, 22).  
 
It is obvious from this short verse that the elect, that is the 
Church, is a part of the great tribulation! The Church has 
always been in tribulation because of the onslaughts of 
Satan, the Dragon. Down through history, millions of men 
and women, boys and girls, have given their lives because of 
their faith in Jesus Christ. In recent history, millions of 
Christians in Russia and China and other countries have died 
because they pronounced their loyalty and love to Jesus 
Christ. And the day may come when the same requirement 
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will be made of us! 
 
"And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 

Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours: 

and their works do follow them" (verse 13).  
 
J. A. Seiss comments: "This is true of all the saints of all 

ages, but it is preeminently and specially true of those who at 

this time lose their lives for their faithful obedience. It may 

look like calamity, but in comparison with the miseries of a 

life of faith under such a hellish despot, it is a blessedness." 
 
The saints who remain faithful to Jesus are not only 
summoned to endurance, they are assured of blessedness 
upon their death. John concludes this interlude with two 
visions: one of the harvest of grain and the second of the 
vintage of God's wrath. The first pictures the eschatological 
judgment with special reference to the gathering of the 
righteous into salvation; the second pictures the judgment of 
the wicked into condemnation. The presupposition of these 
two visions is that the final spiritual struggle has occurred 
between Christ and Antichrist and men have made their 
decision: loyalty to Christ even unto martyrdom, or worship 
of the beast. 
 
John looks, and there appears a white cloud with "one like 

unto the son of man" sitting upon it. This is none other than 
the risen Christ! The background is Daniel 7:13-14: "I saw in 

the night visions, and, behold, one like the son of man came 

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 

and they brought him near before him. And there was given 

him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 

nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." 
 
The white cloud and the golden crown speak of the coming 
of the King in righteous judgment. In his hand he has a sharp 
sickle, indicating he is ready to harvest the ripened grain. In 
nature, the harvest time of the year is indicative of a climax: 
the grain has ripened. The world of humanity is pictured as 
ripened for the final judgment. Joel uses the same symbolism 
when speaking of this judgment: "Put ye in the sickle, for the 

harvest is ripe" (3:13). 
 
In this scene we note a twofold ingathering. The first (14-16) 
is that of the wheat which the Great Reaper gathers into His 
granary (Matthew 3:12). It is the harvest of the redeemed at 
Christ's second coming. The parable of the tares in Matthew 
is a clear statement on this. "He answered and said unto 

them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; the 

field is the world; the good seed are the children of the 

Kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 

the enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end 

of the world: and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the 

tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the 

end of this world" (Matthew 13:37-40).  
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