A Message by
Pastor Donald B. Sheley

Hendriksen draws this conclusion from these verses:
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John understood now more clearly than ever before: the
Church of Christ, remaining in the world, would have to
endure the ravages of Satan for a short time until all her
children were born and claimed by Christ. She would have to
suffer the torments on earth of the defilements of Satan and
of his children who would heap upon her all their vile and
ceaseless evils, like vomit pouring forth from a dying man.
But God would not leave her there alone. He would provide
her a quiet place where, from time to time, she could go for
solace. The serpent just then vomited out his vile hate and
evil, hoping to catch her up in his filth and so destroy her
(verse 15). But the mighty eagle--Christ resurrected and
ascended--would not permit Satan to get the advantage over
her. Had he not promised: "

Ladd makes this observation concerning verse 17. "$
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Revelation 13
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We now come to chapter thirteen. This chapter is a
progressive study of Satan's ambition to destroy the Church
of God. It reveals the dragon's--Satan's historic MODUS
OPERANDI in seeking to destroy the Kingdom of God on
earth and to establish his own satanic kingdom. To
accomplish this, he uses the most powerful worldly means or
agents, such as the anti-Christian political and governing
powers in the world and such various forms of false religion
and philosophy as found in the heathen world.

These two agencies are symbolized in this chapter by the
beast coming up out of the sea and the beast coming up out
of the earth. In the following chapter (14) we are introduced
to a third agent; namely, Babylon the harlot, representing
antichristian seduction--the power of the lust of the flesh.
Satan has employed these three powers from the beginning
of time and he will continue to do so until his day of doom is
come. John sees the wild beast " " and
describes this monstrosity. He has ten horns and seven
heads, and on his horns ten crowns or diadems, and on his
seven heads names of blasphemy. As this beast steps out of
the sea, John sees his whole form. He has the general
appearance of a leopard, with feet like the feet of a bear, and
mouth like the mouth of a lion. Thus, he appears as a
composite of the beasts which appeared in Daniel's vision
(Daniel 7).

John informs us that the dragon—Satan--delegates his
satanic power, his throne, and his authority to this beast. Our
attention is called to the fact that one of the seven heads of
the beast suffered a death stroke which was healed. Then,
John saw what is only possible in a vision; namely, the
whole earth--all mankind--moved to marvel and wonder
after the beast who recovered from this death blow, and
proclaiming his invincibility. They paid the dragon
reverential honor and did homage to him saying, "

; ;" (verse 4).

In the next three verses (5-7), we see how this beast is on the
receiving end:
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There was given him a constantly blaspheming mouth.
There was given him authority for a period of forty-two
months.

There was given him authority to war with the saints.

There was given him authority over all the inhabited earth.
There was given him homage by all who dwell on the earth,
whose name is not written in the book of Life of the Lamb.

John ends the description with the words of our Lord to the
seven churches: " " He
closes with the adage: ™"

" (verse 10).

The sea at which the dragon (Satan) stood is the symbol of
the sea of restless humanity--the sea of nations as they rise
and fall. In 17:15, we read, "$
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" In Isaiah 57:20, we

read, " 9
" Turning to Daniel

7:2,3, we read of the four winds of heaven disturbing the
great sea and four great beasts rising out of the sea. The first
beast is like a lion, the second like a bear, the third like a
leopard, and the fourth is a terrible nondescript.

From Daniel 7:17, we learn that these four beasts are four
kings, kingdoms. Hence, these four rise out of the restless
sea of nations. The restless and stormy sea very fittingly
symbolizes "

" (Swete). The sea-born beast symbolizes the
persecuting power of Satan embodied in all the nations and
governments of the world throughout history...world
dominion directed against God’s people wherever and
whenever it appears in history, that is the beast. This beast
assumes different forms; it has seven heads. Now it is Old
Babylonia, then Assyria; next New Babylonia; Medo-Persia;
Macedonia; Rome, etc. But though the forms differ, the
essence remains the same-worldly governments directed
against the Church. One of the beast's seven heads has been
dealt a mortal wound (according to 13:14, by a stroke of the
sword). But the beast survives the death-stroke and draws the
whole world after him.

Robert Mounce, in his commentary on Revelation, makes
this interesting comment: "4
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No wonder we read, "

," whose " ." The whole world
of mankind was moved with wonder and admiration, saying,
" ;" As to these seven heads, they stand
or fall together. We have here the symbolic non-
chronological seven as a unit. Remove one and the
symbolism of the seven heads is broken.

This principle of the sacred number seven is clearly
illustrated in connection with the seven churches of Asia
Minor representing the universal Church of God of all times
and places. Remove one and the symbolism is negated. This
holds true with many of the symbolic expressions in the
book--for example, the seven spirits of God, the seven horns,
the seven eves of Christ, the seven candlesticks, the seven-
sealed book, and the seven bowls of wrath, to mention no
more.

The seven heads of the beast taken together as a unit make
up the universal symbolism of Satan's world dominion. To
limit the representation of the beast to a mere seven anti-
Christian empires which succeed one another in history is
too narrow a concept of the sacred number seven as an
expression of the highest magnitude. Only with the sacred
number seven of God could Satan display his arrogated
pseudodivine prerogatives wherewith to delude the human
race, as " " It was this power of delusion
which our Lord Jesus Christ exposed and brought to naught.
Satan was the personification of that power and as such he
was cast down to earth. This was his death-blow and landed
him into the abyss, out of which he ascends in chapter 17:8.

Throughout this entire gospel age--the forty two months,
which we have already discussed--the governments of this
world place themselves on the throne: arrogate to themselves
the authority that belongs to God (think of the totalitarian
governments of the present day) and blaspheme God and
heaven. This condition will finally result in the complete
destruction of the Church as a mighty and influential
organization for the spread of the gospel. For finally every
tribe and people and tongue and nation will worship anti-
Christian government (Revelation 13:7 and 11:7).
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But even in these most dreadful days that shall precede
Christ's second coming there will be believers on earth, those
whose names have been written from eternity in the Lamb's
book of life (17:8). Because of the fact that God has elected
them from eternity to salvation in sanctification of the Spirit
and, belief of the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:13), these
individuals cannot perish. The government of antichrist may
destroy their bodies, but it cannot destroy their souls. The
individual who understands this will exercise endurance and
will persevere in his faith. It is not Satan, but God, who rules
supreme!

Verse nine reads: .
This 'call to attention’ alerts the reader to the importance of
that which follows. ™"

" (verse 10). This reading stresses
the inevitability of persecution and death for the faithful.
Charles argues that this appeal to loyal endurance suits the
context and tone of the entire Apocalypse and, further, is
supported by Jeremiah 15:2.

As to verse 10, the American Standard Version follows the
text of Sinaiticus and reads: ""

." This corresponds
to the words of Jesus in Matthew 26:52, "8

" This first couplet teaches

that the believer must accept what God has ordained, and the
second warns against any attempt on the part of the church to
defend itself by the use of force.

Barclay writes, " >

3 lll
This attitude of humble submission is the patience and faith
of the saints. Patience is steadfast endurance in the midst of
persecution, and faith is the steady trust which never wavers
(Galatians 5:22).

"8 " 9

" (verses 11,
12). John saw in his vision a second beast rising up out of the
earth, in contrast to the first beast which came up out of the
sea. No doubt this contrast in origin has its specific import
and may well be a leading factor in the understanding of the
meaning of this second beast. If our interpretation of the
" "iscorrect, namely, that it represents the restless sea of
humanity, the sea of anti-Christian nations with its disturbed
political-social life, then the " " could well represent the
idolatrous pagan religion which is "earthly, sensual,
devilish" (James 3:15). Of such a state this second beast is a
fitting representative in that it deals with religion as a false
prophet (16:13; 19:20; 20:10). His main ambition is to cause
all men to make an image for themselves of the first beast
and worship it.

His two little horns give him the appearance " "--a
likely parody of the Lamb of God. But his speech betrays
him and reveals his character. He spoke " "--that

is, like the dragon. This reminds us of the warning of our
Lord: "

! " (Matthew
7:15), and of the words of the apostle Paul in Acts 20:29,
"3

." The entire new dispensation witnessed such deceiving
wolves.

This so-innocent looking beast with its two little horns like a
lamb, yet so devilish in character, is the agent of the first
beast from whom he received all his authority even as the
first beast received all his authority and power from Satan,
the dragon. So they, as three-in-one, cooperate and are
partners in this demonic anti-Christian warfare.

This second beast is revealed, not so much by his
appearance, as by his deed:

1. He causes all who dwell upon the earth to worship
the first beast, " " This
he does by his propaganda as " "
deluding the people on the earth.

2. He manages by manipulation to bring fire down
from heaven as a spectacular display (13), reminding us
of the fire falling from heaven upon the altar of Elijah at
Mount Carmel. In this connection how fitting are the
words of our Lord Jesus when He said, "For there will
arise false Christs and false prophets, and will give great
signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the
elect" (Matthew 24:24).

3. He incites mankind to make an image for themselves
of the first beast and gives breath to this image, causing
it to speak and order all to be killed who refused to
worship it (verse 15). Paul forewarned his readers in 2
Thessalonians 2:9, of such a deceiver, the man of sin
"whose coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders."

4. Then he causes the mark of the beast to he placed
upon the right hand or on the forehead of one and all
for the purpose of identity and loyally (16). Anyone
refusing this mark was prohibited from buying or selling
in order to make a living or to purchase the necessities
of life. Only those who bear as a mark "

" are free from
persecution. "

CCC." 666--the imperfect number 6 + 6 multiplied by the
complete number 10 = 60 + 6 multiplied by the fullest

number of completeness 100 = 600. " > >
> (( >
$
' (Criswell).
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No other number or concept in the whole book of Revelation
has received so much attention or occasioned more
confusion as this 666! It is clear that many possibilities arise
in trying to determine which name is intended by 666, and it
is no purpose of ours to review all the conjectures that
scholars through the ages have offered. When | was a lad,
preachers were sure that it was Hitler. Others argued that it
was Stalin. Over the years, the designation changes with the
tyrant of history. Of one thing we may be sure, John did not
intend to pose a riddle for his readers, the issue was far too
serious for that. They would have known the secret of the
name!

Ladd makes this interesting observation when he writes:
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In the preamble (verse 18) we are told " -
God.

meaning no doubt " " in the light of the Word of
" "in this light, "
E
FG CCC." Now, if it is the beast’s number then it
can not possibly be " E G F ," as many

translators suggest (I have just quoted in the previous
paragraph one such commentator). The description of the

Page 4

beast (13:1) is not a description of a man, but a symbolic
representation of the entire anti-Christian powers of the
world. Its being the number of the beast makes it the number
of the evil system represented by the beast. In this
connection Lenski’s interpretation is worthy of note: "$
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" (Lenski, page 411).

This mark of the beast is a parody of the sealing of the
144,000 of chapter 7:2, 4; 9:4. What a formidable contrast--
God’s seal vs. Satan’s mark!

Then what is this mark of the beast? Surely not an outward,
visible sign or imprint on the hand or forehand. Itis a
symbolic number of a symbolic beast representing all that is
anti-Christian in the entire world, representing the deception
of hell to " " They all
admire and worship the beast. That is the work of the beast.
The ungodly are marked by what they admire and worship,
by what they sell their souls to, even as the Christian is
marked by the world when he serves and worships his
blessed Lord and Master.

If we can see that the image of the beast, which men make
for themselves, is a deluded anti-Christian concept "

" (Lenski, page 414), then it follows that the mark of
the beast manifests itself in their ungodly world and life
view, which in turn comes to expression by their words and
deeds. The Holy Scriptures warn us in Matthew 7:15, 16,

I
#
" (Phillips’ translation).

To miss the mark of God’s sacred number seven and to fall
under the delusion of Satan, that is the symbolism of the
mark of the beast--666.

Hendriksen, in his excellent commentary on Revelation,
makes the following comments concerning the subject--the
mark of the beast: ™" >
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We must always keep in mind that John is using apocalyptic
John wrote: " language to express his visions. Thus, in symbols and Old
3 9 Testament truths, the past, present, and the future is pictured
and portrayed.
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" (1 John

4:1-3).

Barclay has an excellent commentary on these words: "0
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Down through history and culminating with intensity as we
near the end of earth's history, there has been the rejecting of
God’s plan of redemption and Redeemer in the person of His
Son. For those who have sold themselves out to this world's
values, they have taken the mark of the beast.

One commentator writes: "$
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