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Hendriksen draws this conclusion from these verses:  
"We interpret the picture as follows. Satan, having failed to 

defeat the Christ, continues his attack upon the Church. He 

directs his fury against the Church because the Church has 

brought forth the Christ. But the Lord protects His people: 

He bears them on eagles' wings. In the desert of affliction, 

this earthly sojourn, He has prepared a place for them and 

nourishes them with the manna of the Word. Here the 

Church resides 'away from the face of the serpent,' that is, 

away from Satan's most direct and deadly attack. The devil 

cannot destroy her. This is the millennium of Revelation 20. 

True, the evil one tries to engulf the Church in a stream of 

lies, delusions, religious '-isms,' philosophical falsehood, 

political Utopias, quasi-scientific dogmas, but the true 

Church is not fooled. Worldly people, on the other hand, are 

ready to swallow the entire river! This failure to deceive the 

Church makes the devil very angry. He is determined to 

direct his attack against 'the rest of the woman's seed,' that 

is, against individual believers."  
 
John understood now more clearly than ever before: the 
Church of Christ, remaining in the world, would have to 
endure the ravages of Satan for a short time until all her 
children were born and claimed by Christ. She would have to 
suffer the torments on earth of the defilements of Satan and 
of his children who would heap upon her all their vile and 
ceaseless evils, like vomit pouring forth from a dying man. 
But God would not leave her there alone. He would provide 
her a quiet place where, from time to time, she could go for 
solace. The serpent just then vomited out his vile hate and 
evil, hoping to catch her up in his filth and so destroy her 
(verse 15). But the mighty eagle--Christ resurrected and 
ascended--would not permit Satan to get the advantage over 
her. Had he not promised: "Lo, I am with you always, even 

unto the end of the world."  
 
Ladd makes this observation concerning verse 17. "This is 

obviously picturesque language. The dragon has been angry 

with the woman throughout the entire vision and has been 

venting his rage upon her, utilizing every stratagem to 

destroy her. Still, John can speak of the wrath of the dragon 

against the woman as though it was a new turn in the 

narrative. The key to this verse is the phrase THE REST OF 

HER OFFSPRING. The woman has already given birth to 

Messiah whom Satan was unable to destroy. On the 

contrary, the Lamb by his death (verse 11) has provided the 

means for men to conquer the dragon, and has guaranteed 

an eventual establishment of Messiah's reign on the earth 

(verse 10). The woman has other children against whom 

Satan now directs his wrath. These are the actual Christians 

who constitute the empirical church on earth. John turns 

from the ideal to the actual--from the vision of the overthrow 

in heaven to the reality of his persecution of the saints on 

earth. The spiritual conflict is the backdrop for the actual 

struggle on earth between the church and Antichrist. In the 

face of the time of great tribulation, John has assured the 

church that Satan has already been defeated and cannot win 

the victory over the church. Nevertheless, he can inflict 

fearful persecution; and this final persecution is reflected in 

the war on the rest of her offspring."  
 
We now come to chapter thirteen. This chapter is a 
progressive study of Satan's ambition to destroy the Church 
of God. It reveals the dragon's--Satan's historic MODUS 
OPERANDI in seeking to destroy the Kingdom of God on 
earth and to establish his own satanic kingdom. To 
accomplish this, he uses the most powerful worldly means or 
agents, such as the anti-Christian political and governing 
powers in the world and such various forms of false religion 
and philosophy as found in the heathen world.  
 
These two agencies are symbolized in this chapter by the 
beast coming up out of the sea and the beast coming up out 
of the earth. In the following chapter (14) we are introduced 
to a third agent; namely, Babylon the harlot, representing 
antichristian seduction--the power of the lust of the flesh. 
Satan has employed these three powers from the beginning 
of time and he will continue to do so until his day of doom is 
come. John sees the wild beast "rising out of the sea" and 
describes this monstrosity. He has ten horns and seven 
heads, and on his horns ten crowns or diadems, and on his 
seven heads names of blasphemy. As this beast steps out of 
the sea, John sees his whole form. He has the general 
appearance of a leopard, with feet like the feet of a bear, and 
mouth like the mouth of a lion. Thus, he appears as a 
composite of the beasts which appeared in Daniel's vision 
(Daniel 7).  
 
John informs us that the dragon—Satan--delegates his 
satanic power, his throne, and his authority to this beast. Our 
attention is called to the fact that one of the seven heads of 
the beast suffered a death stroke which was healed. Then, 
John saw what is only possible in a vision; namely, the 
whole earth--all mankind--moved to marvel and wonder 
after the beast who recovered from this death blow, and 
proclaiming his invincibility. They paid the dragon 
reverential honor and did homage to him saying, "Who is like 

the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" (verse 4).  
 
In the next three verses (5-7), we see how this beast is on the 
receiving end: 
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There was given him a constantly blaspheming mouth.  
There was given him authority for a period of forty-two 
months.  
There was given him authority to war with the saints.  
There was given him authority over all the inhabited earth.  
There was given him homage by all who dwell on the earth, 
whose name is not written in the book of Life of the Lamb.  
 
John ends the description with the words of our Lord to the 
seven churches: "If any one has an ear, let him hear." He 
closes with the adage: "If anyone enters into captivity, into 

captivity he goes. If anyone shall kill with the sword, he must 

with the sword be killed. Here is the endurance and the faith 

of the saints" (verse 10).  
 
The sea at which the dragon (Satan) stood is the symbol of 
the sea of restless humanity--the sea of nations as they rise 
and fall. In 17:15, we read, "The waters which thou sawest,  

where the harlot sits (upon the beast, 17:9), are peoples and 

multitudes and nations and tongues." In Isaiah 57:20, we 
read, "But the wicked are like the troubled sea; for it cannot 

rest, and its waters cast up mire and dirt." Turning to Daniel 
7:2,3, we read of the four winds of heaven disturbing the 
great sea and four great beasts rising out of the sea. The first 
beast is like a lion, the second like a bear, the third like a 
leopard, and the fourth is a terrible nondescript.  
 
From Daniel 7:17, we learn that these four beasts are four 
kings, kingdoms. Hence, these four rise out of the restless 
sea of nations. The restless and stormy sea very fittingly 
symbolizes "the seething cauldron of national and social 

life, out of which the great historical movements of the world 

arise" (Swete). The sea-born beast symbolizes the 
persecuting power of Satan embodied in all the nations and 
governments of the world throughout history...world 
dominion directed against God’s people wherever and 
whenever it appears in history, that is the beast. This beast 
assumes different forms; it has seven heads. Now it is Old 
Babylonia, then Assyria; next New Babylonia; Medo-Persia; 
Macedonia; Rome, etc. But though the forms differ, the 
essence remains the same-worldly governments directed 
against the Church. One of the beast's seven heads has been 
dealt a mortal wound (according to 13:14, by a stroke of the 
sword). But the beast survives the death-stroke and draws the 
whole world after him.  
 
Robert Mounce, in his commentary on Revelation, makes 
this interesting comment: "Many commentators take the 

slaughtered head as standing for one of the Roman 

emperors. Caligula is a likely candidate in that he was taken 

with a serious illness and recovered. Most writers, however, 

who take the slain head as a Roman emperor, choose Nero. 

A basic problem with identifying the slain head as Nero (or 

any specific emperor) is that the text does not say that head 

was restored. It was the beast who recovered from the 

deathstroke upon one of his heads. Later in the same chapter 

we read of 'the beast who hath the stroke of the sword and 

lived' (13:14). The interpretation of the seven heads as seven 

kings is a development of chapter 17 (note that in 17:9, they 

are also seven mountains) and does not belong to the 

immediate vision. Since the beast is the Roman Empire it is 

persecution of the church, its recovery from a mortal wound 

could refer to the reestablishment of order under Vespasian 

(AD 69-79) following the chaotic and bloody revolution 

which had begun less than two years before with the death of 

Nero and extended through the abortive reigns of Claba, 

Otho, and Vitellius. Or perhaps no historical allusion is 

intended and the purpose of the figure is to underscore the 

tremendous vitality of the beast. Though wounded, he returns 

with increased might. From the beginning of history the 

pagan state has set itself against the people of God."  
 
No wonder we read, "and the whole earth marveled after the 

beast," whose "deadly wound was healed." The whole world 
of mankind was moved with wonder and admiration, saying, 
"Who is like the beast?" As to these seven heads, they stand 
or fall together. We have here the symbolic non-
chronological seven as a unit. Remove one and the 
symbolism of the seven heads is broken.  
 
This principle of the sacred number seven is clearly  
illustrated in connection with the seven churches of Asia 
Minor representing the universal Church of God of all times 
and places. Remove one and the symbolism is negated. This 
holds true with many of the symbolic expressions in the 
book--for example, the seven spirits of God, the seven horns, 
the seven eves of Christ, the seven candlesticks, the seven-
sealed book, and the seven bowls of wrath, to mention no 
more.  
 
The seven heads of the beast taken together as a unit make 
up the universal symbolism of Satan's world dominion. To 
limit the representation of the beast to a mere seven anti-
Christian empires which succeed one another in history is 
too narrow a concept of the sacred number seven as an 
expression of the highest magnitude. Only with the sacred 
number seven of God could Satan display his arrogated 
pseudodivine prerogatives wherewith to delude the human 
race, as "prince of this world." It was this power of delusion 
which our Lord Jesus Christ exposed and brought to naught. 
Satan was the personification of that power and as such he 
was cast down to earth. This was his death-blow and landed 
him into the abyss, out of which he ascends in chapter 17:8.  
 
Throughout this entire gospel age--the forty two months, 
which we have already discussed--the governments of this 
world place themselves on the throne: arrogate to themselves 
the authority that belongs to God (think of the totalitarian 
governments of the present day) and blaspheme God and 
heaven. This condition will finally result in the complete 
destruction of the Church as a mighty and influential 
organization for the spread of the gospel. For finally every 
tribe and people and tongue and nation will worship anti-
Christian government (Revelation 13:7 and 11:7). 
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But even in these most dreadful days that shall precede 
Christ's second coming there will be believers on earth, those 
whose names have been written from eternity in the Lamb's 
book of life (17:8). Because of the fact that God has elected 
them from eternity to salvation in sanctification of the Spirit 
and, belief of the truth (2 Thessalonians 2:13), these 
individuals cannot perish. The government of antichrist may 
destroy their bodies, but it cannot destroy their souls. The 
individual who understands this will exercise endurance and 
will persevere in his faith. It is not Satan, but God, who rules 
supreme!  
 
Verse nine reads: "If any man have an ear, let him hear." 
This 'call to attention' alerts the reader to the importance of 
that which follows. "If any man shall kill with a sword, he is 

to be killed with a sword" (verse 10). This reading stresses 
the inevitability of persecution and death for the faithful. 
Charles argues that this appeal to loyal endurance suits the 
context and tone of the entire Apocalypse and, further, is 
supported by Jeremiah 15:2.  
 
As to verse 10, the American Standard Version follows the 
text of Sinaiticus and reads: "If any man shall kill with the 

sword, with the sword he must be killed." This corresponds 
to the words of Jesus in Matthew 26:52, "All who take the 

sword will perish by the sword." This first couplet teaches 
that the believer must accept what God has ordained, and the 
second warns against any attempt on the part of the church to 
defend itself by the use of force.  
 
Barclay writes, "It is an intolerable paradox to defend the  

gospel of the love of God by using the violence of man."  
This attitude of humble submission is the patience and faith 
of the saints. Patience is steadfast endurance in the midst of 
persecution, and faith is the steady trust which never wavers 
(Galatians 5:22). 
 
"And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and 

he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And 

he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and 

causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship 

the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed" (verses 11, 
12). John saw in his vision a second beast rising up out of the 
earth, in contrast to the first beast which came up out of the 
sea. No doubt this contrast in origin has its specific import 
and may well be a leading factor in the understanding of the 
meaning of this second beast. If our interpretation of the 
"sea" is correct, namely, that it represents the restless sea of 
humanity, the sea of anti-Christian nations with its disturbed 
political-social life, then the "earth" could well represent the 
idolatrous pagan religion which is "earthly, sensual, 
devilish" (James 3:15). Of such a state this second beast is a 
fitting representative in that it deals with religion as a false 
prophet (16:13; 19:20; 20:10). His main ambition is to cause 
all men to make an image for themselves of the first beast 
and worship it.  
 

His two little horns give him the appearance "like a lamb"--a 
likely parody of the Lamb of God. But his speech betrays 
him and reveals his character. He spoke "as a dragon"--that 
is, like the dragon. This reminds us of the warning of our 
Lord: "Beware of the false prophets, which come to you in 

sheep's clothing, but within are rapacious wolves" (Matthew 
7:15), and of the words of the apostle Paul in Acts 20:29, 
"Grievous wolves will come amongst you, not sparing the 

flock." The entire new dispensation witnessed such deceiving 
wolves.  
 
This so-innocent looking beast with its two little horns like a 
lamb, yet so devilish in character, is the agent of the first 
beast from whom he received all his authority even as the 
first beast received all his authority and power from Satan, 
the dragon. So they, as three-in-one, cooperate and are 
partners in this demonic anti-Christian warfare.  
This second beast is revealed, not so much by his 
appearance, as by his deed:  
 
1. He causes all who dwell upon the earth to worship 

the first beast, "whose death stroke was healed." This 
he does by his propaganda as "the false prophet" 
deluding the people on the earth.  

2. He manages by manipulation to bring fire down 

from heaven as a spectacular display (13), reminding us 
of the fire falling from heaven upon the altar of Elijah at 
Mount Carmel. In this connection how fitting are the 
words of our Lord Jesus when He said, "For there will 
arise false Christs and false prophets, and will give great 
signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the 
elect" (Matthew 24:24).  

3. He incites mankind to make an image for themselves 

of the first beast and gives breath to this image, causing 
it to speak and order all to be killed who refused to 
worship it (verse 15). Paul forewarned his readers in 2 
Thessalonians 2:9, of such a deceiver, the man of sin 
"whose coming is after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders."  

4. Then he causes the mark of the beast to he placed 

upon the right hand or on the forehead of one and all 
for the purpose of identity and loyally (16). Anyone 
refusing this mark was prohibited from buying or selling 
in order to make a living or to purchase the necessities 
of life. Only those who bear as a mark "the name of the 

beast or the number of his name" are free from 
persecution. "Here is wisdom. He who has 

understanding let him count the number, his number 

666." 666--the imperfect number 6 + 6 multiplied by the 
complete number 10 = 60 + 6 multiplied by the fullest 
number of completeness 100 = 600. "Six units, six tens, 

six hundreds--three sixes, three successively higher 

powers in the decimal scale. This is evil in its fullest 

activity!" (Criswell).  
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No other number or concept in the whole book of Revelation 
has received so much attention or occasioned more 
confusion as this 666! It is clear that many possibilities arise 
in trying to determine which name is intended by 666, and it 
is no purpose of ours to review all the conjectures that 
scholars through the ages have offered. When I was a lad, 
preachers were sure that it was Hitler. Others argued that it 
was Stalin. Over the years, the designation changes with the 
tyrant of history. Of one thing we may be sure, John did not 
intend to pose a riddle for his readers, the issue was far too 
serious for that. They would have known the secret of the 
name!  
 
Ladd makes this interesting observation when he writes: 
"...the number did not originate with John, but that he 

adopted it from his predecessors in the apocalyptic tradition. 

This is why it had become widely known. That points to the 

likelihood that the relation between the number and the 

name arose among Jewish people who used the Jewish 

language (whether Hebrew or Aramaic). Now every 

commentator duly notes that the name Nero Caesar rendered 

unto Hebrew from Greek yields the number 666.  Strangely, 

if it is put into Hebrew from the Latin form it gives 616, the 

alternative reading in our text. It has, however, seemed to 

many an impossible identification for two reasons. First, it 

requires the name Caesar to be slightly shortened in Hebrew 

(or Aramaic); and secondly, it has seemed ludicrous to 

expect simple Asiatic Christians to know the Hebrew 

equivalents of Greek and Latin names. The objections 

nevertheless are insubstantial. The shorter Semitic form of 

Nero is attested both in the Talmud and from the Dead Sea 

Scrolls."  
 
Ladd continues: "And if the characterization of the 

Antichrist as Nero occurred among Jews before John wrote 

his book, it would most naturally have taken place in their 

language and yet could have become known amongst Jewish 

and Gentile Christians, just as the Aramaic cry Maranatha 

became known among the churches in all countries in the 

first generation. Naturally we cannot know who first 

identified Nero with the cipher 666. It could have been a 

Zealot prophet in Palestine in the lifetime of Nero, as the 

Jewish war was approaching, or it could have been a 

Jewish-Christian prophet in the apocalyptic tradition. Nero 

had given cause to both Jews and Christians to be cast in the 

role of the Antichrist. The idea that he was assuming that 

role, or that the future Antichrist would be (another) Nero 

would have been comprehensible to either group."  
 
In the preamble (verse 18) we are told "here is wisdom"--
meaning no doubt "wisdom" in the light of the Word of God. 
"He who has understanding" in this light, "let him count the 

number of the beast, for it is a human number, and his [the 

beast’s] number 666." Now, if it is the beast’s number then it 
can not possibly be "a [individual] man’s number," as many 
translators suggest (I have just quoted in the previous 
paragraph one such commentator). The description of the 

beast (13:1) is not a description of a man, but a symbolic 
representation of the entire anti-Christian powers of the 
world. Its being the number of the beast makes it the number 
of the evil system represented by the beast. In this 
connection Lenski’s interpretation is worthy of note: "The 

Greek ANATHROPOU (of man) is an adjectival genitive, 

making 666 a ‘human number’ and not a number ‘of a man.’ 

In chapter 21:17, we find the same type of genitive, ‘a 

human measure’ which is (in this case also) ‘angelic:’ this is 

not some individual man’s and some angel’s 

measure." (Lenski, page 411).  
 
This mark of the beast is a parody of the sealing of the 
144,000 of chapter 7:2, 4; 9:4. What a formidable contrast--
God’s seal vs. Satan’s mark!  
 
Then what is this mark of the beast? Surely not an outward, 
visible sign or imprint on the hand or forehand. It is a 
symbolic number of a symbolic beast representing all that is 
anti-Christian in the entire world, representing the deception 
of hell to "all them that dwell upon the earth." They all 
admire and worship the beast. That is the work of the beast. 
The ungodly are marked by what they admire and worship, 
by what they sell their souls to, even as the Christian is 
marked by the world when he serves and worships his 
blessed Lord and Master.  
 
If we can see that the image of the beast, which men make 
for themselves, is a deluded anti-Christian concept "in their 

own minds and hearts, where it breathes and 

speaks" (Lenski, page 414), then it follows that the mark of 
the beast manifests itself in their ungodly world and life 
view, which in turn comes to expression by their words and 
deeds. The Holy Scriptures warn us in Matthew 7:15, 16, 
"Beware of false teachers who come disguised as harmless 

sheep, but are wolves and will tear you apart. You can detect 

them by the way they act, just as you can identify a tree by its 

fruits" (Phillips’ translation).  
 
To miss the mark of God’s sacred number seven and to fall 
under the delusion of Satan, that is the symbolism of the 
mark of the beast--666.  
 
Hendriksen, in his excellent commentary on Revelation, 
makes the following comments concerning the subject--the 
mark of the beast: "In order to understand the expression 

‘mark of the beast,’ we must remember that not only cattle 

but slaves also were branded or marked. The mark meant 

that the slave belonged to his master. Very soon the 

expression ‘to receive the mark of someone’ began to mean 

to belong to someone, or serve or worship someone. Let us 

prove this point. In Revelation 14:9 we read: ‘If any man 

worships the beast...and receive the mark on his forehead.’ 

Here ‘receiving the mark of the beast’ seems to mean 

‘worshipping the beast.’ Similarly, in Revelation 14:11: 

‘They that worship the beast...and receive the mark of his 

name’ (Revelation 20:4). So ‘receiving the mark of the beast’ 
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seems to mean ‘belonging to the beast and worshipping the 

beast.’ The ‘mark of the beast’ is the God-opposing, Christ-

rejecting, Church-persecuting  

spirit of antichrist, wherever and whenever it shows itself."  
 
John wrote: "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 

spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the 

Spirit of God. Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not 

confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. 

And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard 

was coming, and even now it is already in the world" (I John 
4:1-3).  
 
Barclay has an excellent commentary on these words: "For 

John, Christian belief could be summed up in one great 

sentence: 'The Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us' (John 1:14). Any spirit which denied the reality of the 

Incarnation was not of God. John lays down two tests of 

belief.  
 
(1) To be of God a spirit must acknowledge that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Messiah. As John saw it, to deny that is to 

deny three things about Jesus,  

(a) It is to deny that he is the center of history, the one for 

whom all previous history had been a preparation.  

(b) It is to deny that he is the fulfillment of the promise of 

God. All through their struggles and their defeats, the 

Jews had clung to the promises of God. To deny that 

Jesus is the promised Messiah is to deny that these 

promises were true.  

(c) It is to deny his Kingship. Jesus came, not only to 

sacrifice, but to reign; and to deny his Messiahship is 

to leave out his essential kingliness.  
 
(2) To be of God a spirit must acknowledge that Jesus has 

come in the flesh. It was precisely this that the Gnostics 

could never accept. Since, in their view, matter was 

altogether evil, a real incarnation was an impossibility, 

for God could never take flesh upon himself. Augustine 

was later to say that in the pagan philosophers he could 

find parallels for everything in the New Testament except 

for one saying--'The Word became flesh.' As John saw it, 

to deny the complete manhood of Jesus Christ was to 

strike at the very roots of the Christian faith."  
 
Down through history and culminating with intensity as we 
near the end of earth's history, there has been the rejecting of 
God’s plan of redemption and Redeemer in the person of His 
Son. For those who have sold themselves out to this world's 
values, they have taken the mark of the beast.  
 
One commentator writes: "This second beast is the whole 

anti-Christian propaganda in the world. Both beasts are 

personifications, the one of the ferocious power, the other of 

the deceptive activity or propaganda. The latter operates like 

wolves in sheep's clothing (Matthew 7:15). He uses pulpits, 

cathedrals, the seminaries. He spreads his propaganda 

through schools, universities, books and the secular and 

religious media."  
 
We must always keep in mind that John is using apocalyptic 
language to express his visions. Thus, in symbols and Old 
Testament truths, the past, present, and the future is pictured 
and portrayed.  
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