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Revelation 8 - King James Version 
 
And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence 

in heaven about the space of half an hour. 

And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to 

them were given seven trumpets. 

And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a 

golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, 

that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 

golden altar which was before the throne. 

And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers 

of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's 

hand. 

And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the 

altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and 

thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. And the 

seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared 

themselves to sound. 

The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire 

mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and 

the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was 

burnt up. 

And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great 

mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the 

third part of the sea became blood; And the third part of the 

creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the 

third part of the ships were destroyed. 

And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from 

heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third 

part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; And the 

name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of 

the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the 

waters, because they were made bitter. 

And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun 

was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third 

part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, 

and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night 

likewise. 

And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of 

heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the 

inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the 

trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound! 
 

Revelation 9 - King James Version 
 
And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from 

heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the 

bottomless pit. 

And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke 

out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun 

and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 

And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and 

unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth 

have power. 

And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the 

grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; 

but only those men which have not the seal of God in their 

foreheads. 

And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but 

that they should be tormented five months: and their torment 

was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 

And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; 

and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 

And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared 

unto battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like 

gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 

And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were 

as the teeth of lions. 

And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; 

and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of 

many horses running to battle. And they had tails like unto 

scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their 

power was to hurt men five months. 

And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the 

bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is 

Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. 

One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more 

hereafter. 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the 

four horns of the golden altar which is before God, Saying to 

the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels 

which are bound in the great river Euphrates. And the four 

angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a 

day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of 

men. 

And the number of the army of the horsemen were two 

hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of 

them. 

And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on 

them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and 

brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of 

lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and 

brimstone. 

By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, 

and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of 

their mouths. For their power is in their mouth, and in their 

tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, 

and with them they do hurt. 

And the rest of the men which were not killed by these 
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plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that 

they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, 

and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, 

nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their murders, 

nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 

thefts.  
 

Revelation 10 - King James Version 
 

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, 

clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and 

his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 

And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his 

right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, And 

cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he 

had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 

And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was 

about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto 

me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, 

and write them not. 

And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the 

earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by him that 

liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things 

that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein 

are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there 

should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the 

seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of 

God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants 

the prophets. 

And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me 

again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in 

the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon 

the earth. 

And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the 

little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it 

shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet 

as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, 

and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as 

soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 

And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many 

peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. 

Revelation 11, King James Version 

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel 

stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the 

altar, and them that worship therein. 

But the court which is without the temple leave out, and 

measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy 

city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall 

prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, 

clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the 

two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 

And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their 

mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will 

hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 

These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days 

of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them 

to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as 

they will. 

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast 

that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war 

against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And 

their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, 

which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our 

Lord was crucified. 

And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations 

shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall 

not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 

And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, 

and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 

because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the 

earth. 

And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God 

entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great 

fear fell upon them which saw them. 

And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, 

Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; 

and their enemies beheld them. 

And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the 

tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of 

men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and 

gave glory to the God of heaven. The second woe is past; 

and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly. 

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices 

in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become 

the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 

reign for ever and ever. 

And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on 

their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 

Saying, We give thee thanks, O LORD God Almighty, which 

art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to 

thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 

And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the 

time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou 

shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to 

the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and 

shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was 

seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were 

lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, 

and great hail. 

MESSAGE 
 

Chapter eight marks the beginning of the third vision of the 

book. It is the vision of the seven trumpets, which actually is 

the seventh seal out of which the seven trumpets proceed. 

The first six verses of chapter eight present us with the 

preparation for the judgments of the seven trumpets. It is to 

be noted that the series of seven trumpets follows the same 

order as the preceding series of seven seals. As there is a 

prelude between the sixth and seventh seals, so there is a 
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prelude between the sixth and seventh trumpets (chapters 10 

and 11). And, as the seven seals end in a preview of the final 

judgment, likewise the seven trumpets bring us up to the last 

judgment. This leads us to the conclusion that these two 

series run parallel, covering the same period of time, namely, 

the new dispensation. But each series covers the same period 

of time from a different perspective. What should not escape 

our attention is that these seven trumpets which finally issue 

into a new series of seven bowls reveals the judgment of 

God in greater detail and intensity. 
 
In our previous studies, the panorama of the history of the 

Church has twice been unrolled before our wondering eyes. 

We saw the lampstands and the Son of man moving among 

them. We heard His voice of tender admonition, earnest 

reproof and generous promise. In seven beautiful letters, He 

seemed to be drawing nearer and nearer to us until we saw 

Him standing at the very door and knocking. 
 
In chapters four and five, again the ages turned backward in 

their flight...to the very moment of our Lord's ascension. 

Peering through the wide open door to heaven, we beheld the 

conquering Christ in all His majesty and wonder as the Lion 

of the Tribe of Judah and the Lamb slain. 
 
We were not at all surprised when, with the opening of the 

first seal, we saw that same Jesus going forth conquering and 

to conquer! Following, were the riders upon the red, black 

and pale horses. The seals describe every form of trial and 

tribulation. 
 
Finally, we saw the Church triumphant that has come out of 

the great tribulation and forever rejoices in the immediate 

presence of the Lamb (chapters 4-7). 
 
Now, all is ready for the trumpets of judgment! John heaved 

a sigh! The seventh seal had not yet been opened, and he 

knew that it must be. He knew that the Lord intended to 

show him things that were to come to pass, including the 

terrible end of the world. John really did not desire to see it, 

but knew he must. People had to know before it was too late. 

Jesus now opened the seventh seal. John waited, his heart 

seemed to stop, he was almost afraid to breathe. His own 

silence was matched by the silence in heaven. This silence 

has been interpreted from two points of view. One view 

looks upon the half-an-hour space of silence as being 

symbolic of delayed judgment: judgment is coming, but it is 

delayed, it will come in God's own time. This idea of 

delayed judgment was brought out in the restraining of the 

winds (7:1-3), and it may be the significance here. The 

second view is that the silence in heaven is for dramatic 

effect. Already John has seen the instruments of judgment, 

the demand for judgment, terror of the wicked at 

approaching judgment, and provision for God's people 

during judgment.  
 
What is next? Even the hosts of heaven are silent, waiting 

anxiously to see what comes! There is an Old Testament 

symbolism wherein silence precedes Almighty God when He 

goes forth in judgment. 
 
Habakkuk 2:20: "But Jehovah is in his holy temple: let all 

the earth keep silence before Him." Here in Revelation, in 

similar vein, the silence is introduced to prepare us for the 

terrible character of the judgments that are about to be 

related. This silence makes the manifestation of the wrath of 

God all the more impressive! So fearful and awful is even 

this initial retribution which is about to be inflicted upon the 

wicked that the inhabitants of heaven stand spellbound! 

After what seemed like an eternity, John's attention was 

drawn to seven angels who he had noticed earlier before the 

throne of God. They held in their hands instruments which 

looked like trumpets--heralds of judgment. 
 
Another angel who held a vessel of incense poured it out on 

that altar where John had earlier seen the souls of those who 

had died for Christ and from which he had heard their cries 

to God for judgment to come upon the earth. He understood 

now that the prayers of those saints were to be answered. 

These saints in persecution and tribulation are praying. But 

their prayer life is imperfect. It needs to be incensed with the 

intercession of Christ. Once these prayers have been 

incensed, the seer notices that the smoke ascends to the very 

presence of God; that is, the prayers of the saints, which 

accompany the smoke of the incense, and heard in heaven. 

God's judgment was about to begin! The fire of the altar was 

suddenly hurled to the earth, the harbinger of the wrath of 

God to be poured out shortly on all who dwelt on earth in the 

great and terrible day. Thus, the fiery judgments of God fall 

upon the earth in answer to the prayers of the saints. 
 
What a blessed thought to know our prayers play an 

important part in the mighty works of God. When we pray 

acceptable prayers to our heavenly Father in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord and in the Spirit, they are to His glory 

and plead for the coming of His eternal kingdom. The 

prayers of the saints have ever been, "Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven." This prayer implies 

the coming of His judgments upon the earth in order that 

God may be vindicated and finalize His glorious kingdom! 

"And there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and 

an earthquake" (verse 5). The whole scene in verses three to 

five, is a prelude to the seven trumpets which now begin to 

sound. "And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets 

prepared themselves to sound” (verse 6). 
 
The first four trumpets are represented as bringing woes 

upon nature or partial destruction to the world. They 

represent woes upon nature in its fourfold aspect. This is the 

classification of nature as it was known to men in that day: 

land, sea, fresh waters, heavenly bodies. Part of the 

symbolism is taken from the plagues of Egypt; part is from 

historical events in John's day. This should not be looked 

upon as a prediction of literal events which are to take place 

and destroy one-third of everything. It is simply a picture of 

God's warning judgments sent upon wicked men. A "third" 
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was a conventional way of expressing a "large part." These 

terrible afflictions were not to be universal. If they were 

universal, no flesh could be saved, and they were sent for the 

very purpose of giving those who escaped them warnings of 

so forcible a character that no vestige of excuse for refusal to 

repent would be left. No opportunity of inducing men to 

repentance was to be neglected. 
 
The sounding of the first trumpet resulted in woes upon the 

land (8:7). As the ashes began to settle earthward, a trumpet 

sounded and John jumped, startled! He looked and saw fire 

which must have been like the fire and brimstone that once 

fell from heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah. John understood. 

What once befell those wicked cities was not to fall on the 

whole wicked earth. Please keep in mind that these trumpets 

of judgment indicate series of happenings, that is, calamities 

that will occur again and again throughout this dispensation. 

They do not symbolize single and separate events, but they 

refer to woes that may be seen any day of the year in any 

part of the globe. Therefore, the trumpets are synchronous 

with the seals. 
 
It is Christ the Lord who opens the seventh seal and reveals 

to us His Lordship over the laws of nature. He can and will 

use the forces of nature to forewarn mankind of a final 

judgment to come. Verse seven reminds us of the plagues of 

Egypt. In Exodus 9:24, we read of a mixture of fire and hail 

that wrought great destruction in the land. In John's vision, 

blood is added, increasing its impression of terror. 
 
Where the first sounding dealt primarily with the earth, the 

second trumpet blast has to do with the sea. John sees "as it 

were" a large burning mountain cast into the sea with 

dreadful results. It was not an actual mountain, but "as it 

were" a mountain. One-third of the sea turns to blood and 

one-third of living creatures in the sea die and one-third of 

all the ships are destroyed. This one also reminds us of Egypt 

when, at the command of God, Moses smote the waters of 

the river in the sight of the wicked Pharaoh and all the waters 

turned to blood. All fish died and the water became so foul 

that men could not drink. "And the blood was throughout the 

land of Egypt" (Exodus 7:20). This sea calamity far exceeds 

what happened in the land of Egypt. 
 
The third angel trumpets! As after the first trumpet God's 

Son used vegetation, and after the second trumpet the sea, so 

now the Lord Jesus Christ uses the inland waters as 

instruments against the wicked. A great burning star, 

Wormwood by name, fell from heaven upon them, and the 

third part of the waters became wormwood or bitter, and 

many of mankind died of the waters. In Jeremiah 9:15, 

wormwood is a symbol of divine judgment: "Therefore thus 

says the Lord...Behold I will feed this people with 

wormwood, and them poisonous water to drink." In 

Lamentations 3:19, this wormwood is symbolic of bitter 

sorrow. It is perhaps possible to expand the meaning of this 

plague so that, under symbolism of making the land-waters 

bitter, it indicates all calamities which obstruct whatever 

means man employs in order to satisfy his needs. Water, 

then, symbolizes that which supplies man's needs, that is, 

industry and commerce. Hence, the poisoning of fountains 

and waters would indicate, among other things, the 

derangement of industry, commerce, etc. 
 
In verses 12 and 13, the fourth angel sounded his 

trumpet..."and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the 

third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as 

the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not 

for a third part of it, and night likewise." The Lord is the 

great Creator and the heavenly luminaries in their courses 

are at His command. Amos 8:9 says: "And it shall come to 

pass in that day, says the Lord, that I will cause the sun to go 

down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the day-time."  
 
The prophet Joel speaks in the same terms: "The earth 

quakes before them; the heavens tremble; the sun and the 

moon are darkened and the stars have withdrawn their 

shining" (Joel 2:10). Jesus said: "Immediately after the 

tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the 

moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 

heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And 

the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 

man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 

glory" (Matthew 24:29-30). As the coming of the Lord 

draweth nigh, more and more signs will appear in the skies 

and the calamities will become awesome! 
 
Four angels have blown their trumpets. Now there is an 

intermission. John sees and hears an eagle...it is soaring aloft 

to the zenith so that it may be seen everywhere. The very 

fact that this bird is an eagle bodes evil, for the eagle is a 

bird of prey (Matthew 24:28). Accordingly, this eagle says in 

a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe, for those dwelling on the 

earth because of the remaining trumpet-blast of the three 

angels that are about to trumpet." The voice is loud and 

clear so that it can be heard everywhere. The meaning is 

clear: the three remaining woes will be worse than the first 

four! 
 
"And the fifth angel sounded" (9:1). As the eagle faded out of 

sight, the fifth trumpet sounded, and John's eyes followed the 

course of a star as it fell from heaven earthward. John 

recalled the day when the seventy, whom Jesus had sent out 

to evangelize, returned and excitedly shared with Jesus their 

experiences. Jesus had looked pleased and remarked, "I 

beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven" (Luke 10:17, 

18). 
 
The star proved to be the king of the Abyss, where all evil 

was locked and bound by God (verse 11). Now there was 

given to that evil king a key to unlock and release all of his 

vile evil on earth unrestrained except as God would dictate 

and set limitations (verse 3). Till now, the terrible things that 

happened on earth were directly the result of God's 

judgments. But now, in these last days, Satan would be 
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permitted as never before to work his evil among men. 

Powerful creatures like locusts were released, not to devour 

vegetation, but to torment men. Their presence, crawling 

over the surface of the earth, was accompanied by the smoke 

from the Abyss which darkened the skies again. 
 
Locusts were a common pest in that day, but these are 

uncommon locusts! They had stingers like scorpions; they 

were armored like battle horses; they had men's faces, 

women's hair, and lions' teeth; the sound of their wings made 

a noise like many chariots. They were told not to hurt the 

grass, common food for locusts, but to spend five months, 

the length of life of a locust plague, in tormenting men until 

they desire to die rather than to live. "And in those days shall 

men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, 

and death shall flee from them" (verse 6). Under the 

symbolism of a locust plague John describes the powers and 

influences of hell operating in the hearts and lives of wicked 

men. Such was the condition in the Roman Empire...and 

such is the continued condition of men down through 

history. Here are the demons, robbing men of all light, that 

is, of all true righteousness and holiness, joy and peace, 

wisdom and understanding. This scene of the locusts could 

symbolize the intensity of demon activity as we approach the 

return of Jesus Christ from the skies! 
 
"One woe is past, and, behold, there come two woes more 

hereafter" (verse 12). Why the last two trumpets receive 

special mention is not stated. Verse 12 can well be 

characterized as a special warning, giving notice of worse 

things to come. And such is the case. In the fifth plague 

mankind is only tormented, while in the sixth, one-third of 

mankind are said to be killed. So we see an intensification in 

the judgment of God upon the ungodly. In this part of the 

vision, John saw the armies of powerful horsemen, whose 

horses were equipped with the power to destroy and had 

heads like ferocious lions and tails like serpents. In the first 

woe, none had been killed, but now it seemed that the 

ravages of their warring wiped out a third of humanity in one 

awful scourging of the earth. 
 
The voice of God instructs the sixth trumpet angel to loose 

the four angels which are bound at the great river Euphrates 

(verse 14). Here we see our God take the initiative. We read 

that the four river-angels are "bound." They are evil angels 

and are not free to carry out their evil propensities until they 

are "loosed" or permitted to do so according to the sovereign 

good pleasure of God. "At the great Euphrates river," is 

geographically speaking, the eastern boundary of Palestine 

(Genesis 15:18; 1 Kings 4:21). Beyond this natural boundary 

dwelt the mighty pagan enemies of Israel who were a 

constant threat to them. This river became a symbol of evil 

and judgment in the writings of the prophets, that is, Isaiah 

8:7: "Now, therefore, behold the Lord brings up against them 

(God's people) the water of the river (Euphrates) many and 

strong, even the king of Assyria and all his glory."  
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