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Revelation 6 - King James Version 
 

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I 

heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts 

saying, Come and see. 

And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him 

had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went 

forth conquering, and to conquer. 

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second 

beast say, Come and see. 

And there went out another horse that was red: and power 

was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the 

earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was 

given unto him a great sword. 

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third 

beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; 

and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 

And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A 

measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley 

for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 

And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of 

the fourth beast say, Come and see. 

And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat 

on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power 

was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill 

with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the 

beasts of the earth. 

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 

the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and 

for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud 

voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou 

not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 

earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; 

and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little 

season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, 

that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, 

there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 

sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the 

stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth 

her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 

And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled 

together; and every mountain and island were moved out of 

their places. 

And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 

men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 

bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens 

and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains 

and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that 

sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For 

the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to 

stand? 
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And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four 

corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that 

the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on 

any tree. 

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the 

seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the 

four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the 

sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, 

till we have sealed the servants of our God in their 

foreheads. And I heard the number of them which were 

sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four 

thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 

Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 

tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 

Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe 

of Nephthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 

Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 

tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 

Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 

Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the 

tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of 

Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 

could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 

tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And 

cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which 

sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about 

the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on 

their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, 

and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 

power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 

these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came 

they? 

And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 

washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 

day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne 
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shall dwell among them. 

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither 

shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 

them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: 

and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

Chapter five opened with the scene of Christ holding a book, 
the book of Destiny or history. This book was sealed with 
seven seals. Chapter six begins the action of the breaking of 
those seals and the opening of the little book. Back of all 
history is God in Christ; in this book we see the hand of 
Christ opening the sealed book of God’s dealings with men. 
The seal was a sign of ownership. Only an official 
representative could open one's seal. Here Christ is, God’s 
official representative, and he is qualified to open the seal. 
Now, as we have seen, these seals are seals of a book or 
scroll written on the inside and on the backside.  
 
Accordingly, when a seal is broken one would expect a 
reading of its contents, but nothing is read! Instead we see 
action--an execution of a performance of its contents. 
One of the living creatures, a representative of the redeemed 
creation, with a thunderous voice calls out, "Go forth," and 
immediately a white horse with a rider appears on the scene. 
The rider wears a crown and has a bow in his hand. He rides 
forth conquering and to conquer. 
 
Question! What does the white horse represent and who is 
the rider? According to the context of chapters four through 
seven, which is the second vision, Christ is called the 
conqueror of the tribe of Judah (5:5). It was because He 
conquered that He sat down upon His Father's throne (3:21). 
When the call went forth, "Who is worthy to open the book 

and to loose the seals thereof?" only the conqueror of 
Calvary was found worthy and able to accomplish this 
mighty deed. And what does it mean to loose the seals of the 
book? Certainly not simply to make it possible to read the 
contents of the book, but to execute its contents--to carry out 
the secret decree of God concerning His redemptive plan. 
And only the Lamb that was slain, having seven horns (being 
omnipotent) and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God sent forth into all the earth, could possibly accomplish 
the mighty work of redemption! Thus, the rider of the white 
horse symbolizes Christ. Please note...the color "white" is 
always associated with that which is holy and heavenly and 
the rider receives a crown. This harmonizes well with 14:14, 
where we read that Christ was wearing a crown of gold. 
And...when we find the word "conquer" in the book of 
Revelation, in most cases it refers to Christ or to believers.  
 
In John's Gospel, chapter 16:33, we read: "In the world you 

have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have CONQUERED 

the world." Revelation 19:11 also supports our conclusion. 
In this passage we also have another instance of a rider upon 

a white horse and we are definitely told that rider is Christ! 
The idea that the Conqueror upon the white horse is the 
Christ is in harmony with the theme of this majestic book. 
(Revelation 1-13; 2:2, 27; 3:21; 5:5; 6:16; 11:15; 12:11; 
14:1; 17:14; 19:11). 
 
Psalm 45:3-5 is a prophecy concerning the Christ. "Gird thy 

sword upon thy thigh, O mighty one! Thy glory and thy 

majesty! And in thy majesty ride on prosperously in behalf of 

truth and meekness and righteousness! And let thy right 

hand teach thee terrible things! Thine arrows sharpened! 

Nations under thy feet!" Our Lord Jesus Christ is conquering 
now: that is, throughout this present dispensation His cause 
is going forward, for He is exercising both His spiritual and 
His universal Kingship! By means of the Word (gospel: 
Matthew 24:14) and the Spirit, the testimonies and the tears 
of His disciples, His own intercession and their prayers, the 
angels of heaven and armies on earth, the trumpets of 
judgment and the bowls of wrath our Lord is riding forth 
victoriously conquering and to conquer! 
 
"And there went out another horse that was red:" 
Under the first seal we see the cause of Christ going forth to 
conquer the kingdom of this world by means of the gospel, 
by God’s Word, and by His Spirit. This, of course, clashes 
with Satan's ambition; so he resists the furtherance of the 
gospel with persecution and "slaughter" of those who give 
their allegiance to Christ. 
 
The second horse is red, the color of blood which will be 
shed in this holy warfare and conquest. Jesus said: "Think 

not that I am come to send peace on the earth: I came not to 

send peace, but a sword" (Matthew 10:34). 
 
We read that when the fifth seal is opened John sees "the 

souls of those who have been slaughtered for the Word of 

God." Exactly the same word "slaughtered" is used in the 
original and we are told that those who were slaughtered 
were believers. We must keep in mind that the Lord Jesus 
Christ in this book is speaking to believers who, when this 
vision was first revealed, were being persecuted to death. 
The rider of the red horse does not refer to one definite 
person. No century is without its rider upon the red horse; 
the world is always persecuting the Church. Christ always 
brings a sword and peace is taken from the earth! 
 
Verse five of our text tells us that John sees another horse 
and its color is black. This rider had a weighing scale in his 
hand. In verse six, John hears one of the living creatures say, 
"A measure of wheat for a penny and three measures of 

barley for a penny." Stated in biblical terms, this indicates 
"to eat bread by weight" (Leviticus 26:26; Ezekiel 4:9; 4:16). 
In the New Testament this phrase is used by God as a threat 
to a disobedient people, meaning to punish them with 
famine. "When I break your staff of bread, ten women shall 

bake your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver your 

bread again by weight, and ye shall eat, and not be 

satisfied" (Leviticus 26:26). According to Matthew 20:2, a 
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common laborer's wage amounted to just a penny a day. So 
he could buy only enough food for himself, saying nothing 
about his family and all the rest of his earthly necessities. Let 
us imagine what this would mean for those who were 
persecuted for the Word of God and the testimony which 
they held, and as a consequence lose the opportunity to earn 
a daily wage. This black horse and its rider is the 
personification of suffering of hunger. Lamentation 4:8 & 9 
suggest black signifies hunger. There we read: "Their visage 

is blacker than a coal...their skin cleaveth to their bones...

they that are slain with the sword are better than they that 

dies with hunger. Our skin is black like an oven, because of 

the burning heart of famine" (Lamentations 5:10 and 
Jeremiah 14:2). Whether the oil and wine were a luxury or 
not, they are beyond the buying power of the persecuted 
poor. And, consequently, they are denied this mundane 
comfort. Now we have the entire picture: we see the rich 
enjoying their food in abundance and all the comfort of life 
besides. But the poor have hardly enough to keep body and 
soul together. 
 
In verse eight, John sees a pale horse and "his name that sat 

upon him was Death..." It is a horse with a very sickly, 
gruesome color, symbolical of disease and death. Above this 
horse sits a rider whose name is Death. Death, in general, is 
meant--yes, death in its most universal form, for the 
instruments of death here mentioned affect both believers 
and unbelievers. John informs us that "they, death and 

Hades, were given authority...to kill." 
 
Since they are under authority, they are not free to act on 
their own initiative. They are agencies of the sovereign 
Lamb of God, who breaks the seals of the book and exercises 
His sovereign power throughout the universe. All things are 
made subject to Him (Ephesians 1), even death and Hades. 
What a great comfort for the Church of God to know that 
whatever proceeds from that sealed book of God’s decree is 
under the control of the exalted and glorified Son of God, 
and that He determines the course and outcome of all events 
as they are revealed in this great book of Revelation. 
"They are given authority over the fourth part of the earth." 
This is probably best understood to mean quantitatively 
rather than geographically, symbolizing the extent of the 
killing. We are here dealing with the judgment of war among 
the inhabitants of the earth. The normal course of the curse 
of war is that it leads to famine, and famine leads to 
pestilence, and pestilence leads to death. 
 
Jesus said, "And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of war: 

see that ye be not troubled, for all these things must come to 

pass, but the end is not yet" (Matthew 24:6). These words are 
pertinent commentary on this fourth seal. These four 
judgments--war, famine, pestilence and death--have 
something to do with the end of time. They are forerunners 
of the great judgment to come, and are contributing factors 
in the chain of events leading to the consummation of all 
things. 

As John thought about these four horsemen, he understood 
that the Lord was telling him to tell the earth that, as history 
goes on, there will be on earth, simultaneously, the force of 
the gospel, calling men to salvation in Christ; the force of 
wars and rumors of wars, raising some nations and bringing 
down others; the force of inequity on earth, making some 
rich and abusing those who are poor; and the force of death 
itself, ultimately claiming all who live on earth. Clearly, the 
only hope for man is to be conquered by Christ's gospel and 
become a follower of the One on the white horse, Christ, the 
conquering King! 
 
I believe we can make the following conclusion with respect 
to the meaning of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse: The 
rider on the white horse is our Lord Jesus Christ. The rider 
on the red horse represents slaughter. The rider on the black 
horse represents economic hardship and poverty due to 
injustice. The second and the third seals symbolize the direct 
persecution of the Church by the world. The rider on the last 
horse represents Death, the sword (warfare), famine, 
pestilence, wild beasts. These are the common woes of 
humanity described here from the aspect of their effect upon 
the kingdom of God. 
 
"And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 

the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and 

for the testimony which they held" (verse 9). It is by no 
means superfluous to remind ourselves once again that we 
are dealing with visions "in Spirit" and with symbolisms.  
 
Professor Ladd's assertion is to the point when he says, 
"Apocalyptic pictures are not meant to be photographs of 

objective facts: they are often symbolic representations of 

almost unimaginable spiritual realities. In fact, God does not 

sit upon a throne; He is an eternal Spirit who neither stands 

nor sits nor reclines. The picture of God seated upon His 

throne is a symbolic way of asserting the kingship and 

sovereignty of the Deity." 
 
With this fifth seal, the scene changes from earth to heaven.  
As John observed the vision, he was surprised to see the 
thousands who had been slain for their testimony, for the 
gospel, and for the Word of God, which they had preached. 
Surely John recognized many there, companions with him in 
the gospel who had died for their faith. Peter was there, and 
Paul, together with many of the other apostles whom John 
knew well, and many he did not know at all. 
 
In this vision, the apostle beholds the altar, which here 
appears as the altar of burnt-offering at the base of which the 
blood of slaughtered animals had to be poured out (Leviticus 
4:7). Underneath this altar, John sees the blood of the 
slaughtered saints. They had offered their lives as a sacrifice, 
having held to their testimony and faith, even at the cost of 
death. In slaughtering the saints, the world had demonstrated 
its scorn and rejection of Jesus Christ! 
 
John hears the cry from the altar..."How long, O Lord, holy 
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and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them 

that dwell on the earth?" The souls "under the altar" cry for 
vengeance. How must we understand this apparent 
inconsistency with the spirit of the heavenly saints? Already 
here upon earth we are taught to pray for our enemies. But 
unless full retribution be rendered, God’s righteousness and 
sovereignty will not shine forth in its full and perfect luster. 
No, the saint in glory does not desire personal vengeance any 
more than Stephen, but he yearns for the coming of that great 
day when the majesty and holiness, the sovereignty and 
righteousness of God in Christ shall publicly be revealed. 
To each of these slaughtered ones a white, flowing robe is 
given, symbolizing righteousness, holiness and to each is 
given the assurance that their prayers would be answered but 
the time for the judgment day has not yet arrived. When 
God’s plan on earth is finished, then and only then, will 
judgment come upon all the earth with God’s final stroke! 
 
The scene changes back to earth when the sixth seal is 
broken. The sixth seal was opened; that Day of the Lord was 
coming even nearer now! John realized this when he felt the 
earth quake below and saw the sun dim its light. It seemed 
like the very stars of heaven were falling to earth. If this was 
what the Day of the Lord was like, John surely did hope that 
he was not there when it happened. Heaven suddenly rolled 
up like a scroll that had been stretched out, and when 
released, by the tension placed upon it, whirled back, to a 
wound scroll. Mountains and islands flew through the air. 
There was bedlam everywhere! No place on earth was safe. 
He saw the faces of men on earth, leaders of the world 
powers, men of great stature. He saw them cringe in fright at 
the awful power of God unleashed. They hid in rocks of the 
mountains and in caves like frightened animals, not knowing 
what was happening. Just as Jesus had foretold, they cried 
for the rocks to bury them from the face of God’s awful 
wrath. Had John wished for such a day? If so, he surely had 
changed his mind. Is this the way it was all to end? The 
terror of that great day refers, of course, only to the wicked. 
It is interesting to observe that this final outpouring of the 
divine wrath upon mankind is described under the sixth seal-
-six, or rather six hundred and sixty-six, being the number of 
man (Revelation 13:18) and is represented as affecting six 
objects of creation; and as distributed among six classes of 
men. 
 
Again, try to visualize what John saw, taking the picture as a  
whole: heaven itself curling up like a piece of paper, rolling 
up like a scroll; the sun, its light blotted out so that it 
resembles a black sack used in mourning; the big, full moon, 
a huge, awe-inspiring bloody ball; the stars turned out of 
their orbits and plunging to the earth in great showers; the 
earth itself quaking violently so that every house crashes to 
the ground; and every mountain and island suddenly 
disappearing. What a picture of dread and despair, of 
confusion and consternation--for the wicked! 
Jesus talked about this day. "For then shall be great 

tribulation, such as hath not been from the beginning until 

now, no, nor ever shall be." As he waited, nothing happened. 
John looked up and saw four angels straining against the 
force of the powerful winds of God’s judgment, holding 
them back from sweeping across the earth in devastating 
power, which would surely be the end of the earth. All is in 
readiness: the winds of woe are about to set out on their 
mission of destruction: the four angels--four because they 
control the agencies of destruction throughout the earth, in 
every direction, north south, east and west--all are prepared 
for their task of afflicting the earth and the sea (7:2). 
 
John's eyes were attracted to the light of dawn, which 
appeared in the east. As the sun rose, another angel rose 
about the sun and commanded the four angels to hold back 
the judgment a little longer. God’s work of redemption was 
not yet done on earth! There were still many to be sealed 
with God’s seal, showing that they belong to God and had 
been claimed by Him out of all the people of the earth. Paul 
had written in Ephesians: "That we should be to the praise of 

his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also 

trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were 

sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise" (1:12. 13). 
 
At first, John was troubled when he heard that those to be 
sealed were exactly 144.000, and that they came from the 
tribes of Israel! What could this mean? Were only this many 
still to be saved? Were they all from the Jewish people? But 
before he could think further, he looked again, and instead of 
144,000, John saw a great multitude of people, without 
number, like the stars of the sky or the sand of the seashore, 
as God had before promised to Abraham. They were from 
every tribe and nation and people and tongue (verse 9). 
Some looked very strange to John and had faces different 
from any he had ever seen. But there they were in white 
robes, joining the heavenly chorus in praise of God on the 
throne and of His Son, the Lamb. Now John understood! 
A little mathematics proved that the product of twelve times 
twelve times 1000 equals 144,000! Again John saw that 
there was represented the entire Church of God. Every single 
one who was to be saved must be sealed by the Holy Spirit 
before the end can come. God’s Church began with 
Abraham. "For ye are all the children of God by faith in 

Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be 

Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 

the promise" (Galatians 3:26-29). 
 
The Old Testament Church under the twelve patriarchs, and  
the New Testament Church under the twelve apostles makes 
up the true Church of Jesus Christ! Entirely in harmony with 
this representation, we read in Revelation 21, that the holy 
city, Jerusalem, has twelve gates and twelve foundations. On 
these gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of the 
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children of Israel. On the twelve foundations were the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (21:9-14). We also read 
that the wall is 144 cubits in height (21:17). John realized 
that the number 1000 in Scripture meant a very large 
number. He remembered the Psalmist who said that the cattle 
on a thousand hills belonged to God. Of course, the psalmist 
was speaking poetically, because there were many more than 
a thousand hills, and all cattle belonged to God, ultimately. 
Peter, too, had said that a thousand years in God’s sight were 
like a day, but Peter also meant a very long time, not just 
exactly 1000 years. That was it! John beheld..."and, lo, a 

great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 

and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 

throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 

palms in their hands" (verse 9). 
 
It is very clear, therefore, that the sealed multitude of 
Revelation seven symbolizes the entire Church militant of 
the Old and New dispensations! The 144,000 sealed 
individuals out of the twelve tribes of literal Israel symbolize 
spiritual Israel, the Church of God on earth! Paul had written 
in Galatians..."But God forbid that I should glory, save in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 

crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in Christ Jesus 

neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, 

but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this 

rule, peace be on them and mercy, and upon the Israel of 

God" (Galatians 3:14-16). 
 
As John viewed this vision, he realized he was looking at the 
whole people of God of all generations past, present, and 
future, till the end of time, both those in heaven and those on 
earth! They all, in a real sense, were before the throne of 
God, because in God’s view they were His already. They 
were indeed serving the Lord, whether on earth or in heaven. 
As Jesus said, "Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 

never die." 
 
And what a scene of the redeemed standing in the presence 
of God! "And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to 

our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about 

the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on 

their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, 

and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 

power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!" (verses 10-12).  
 
Wonder of wonders...John may not have been able to be at 
church on this Lord's Day, but he was allowed to view the 
worship scene in heaven! Oh! How this must have thrilled 
his heart and cheered his soul! 
 
Who are they that form this great multitude dressed in white 
robes? Answer! They are those who have washed their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb. Free at last from all earthly 
suffering and physical limitations, they enjoy the bliss of 

heaven in the presence of God. Oh! What a glorious hope is 
ours as people who have been washed in the blood of Christ. 
Someday, we will stand with that multitude and sing praise 
to our God! 
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