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Revelation 1-3, Continued: 
 
Before we begin a verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter 

exposition of this glorious book, let us take a few moments 

and consider some general observations of the book. 

THE RECIPIENTS OF REVELATION: The text of 

Revelation indicates that the book is addressed to "the seven 

churches that are in Asia..." This gives a key to the identity 

of the recipients, but we are not to suppose that the book was 

restricted to these churches. The use of the number "7" 

which is the symbolical number for completeness, indicates 

that the book was for all the churches of Asia Minor. The 

conditions reflected in these churches were to be found in 

other churches as well as the cities listed. As the number "7" 

occurs again and again we may safely take it for granted that 

such is the case here, and that it indicates the entire Church 

throughout the full span of its existence to the very end of 

the world. Thus interpreted, each individual church is, as it 

were, a type, NOT INDICATING ONE DEFINITE PERIOD 

IN HISTORY, but describing conditions which are 

constantly repeated in the actual life of the various 

congregations. Therefore, this section appears to span the 

entire dispensation, from Christ's first coming to save His 

people to His second coming to judge all nations. Thus, the 

first section of this book suggests the central theme which 

portrays Christ in the midst of the lampstands, which 

represents the Church Age. 
 
THE SECOND SECTION IS COVERED IN CHAPTERS 

FOUR THROUGH SEVEN. Again, this section covers the 

entire time of history between the first and second coming of 

Christ. The very first reference to Christ pictures Him as 

having been slain and as now ruling in heaven (5:5, 6). 

Towards the end of this section, the final judgment is 

introduced. Then, there is the beautiful picture of the final 

bliss of the saints, the church triumphant, gathered out of all 

the nations and thus, in its entirety, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb, an ideal which is not realized 

until the day of the great consummation. Again, the section 

spans the entire Church Age. 
 
THE THIRD SECTION DEALS WITH SEVEN 

TRUMPETS AND COVERS CHAPTERS EIGHT 

THROUGH ELEVEN. What happens to the Church is 

described in chapters 10 and 11 (the angel with the little 

book, the two witnesses). At the close of the section is a 

reference to the final judgment. "The dominion over the 

world became the dominion of our Lord, and of his Christ: 

and he shall reign for ever and ever..." "And the nations 

were wroth, and thy wrath came, and the time of the dead to 

be judged..." (11:15, 18). 
 
THE FOURTH SECTION COVERS CHAPTERS 

TWELVE THROUGH FOURTEEN. It begins with a very 

clear reference to the birth of Christ (12:5). The dragon 

threatens to devour the Man-child. The Child is caught up to 

God and to His throne. The dragon now persecutes the 

women (12:13) which represents the church. As the agents of 

the dragon, he employs the beast coming up out of the sea 

(13:1) and the beast coming up out of the earth (13:11, 12) 

and the great harlot, Babylon (14:8). This section, too, closes 

with a description of Christ's second coming in judgment. 

Again, the section covers the Church Age. 
 
CHAPTERS FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN COMPRISE THE 

NEXT SECTION. This portion of scripture deals with the 

bowls of wrath. Again, we have a very clear reference to the 

final judgment and events that will take place in connection 

with it. 
 
SECTION SIX COVERS CHAPTERS SEVENTEEN 

THROUGH NINETEEN. It is the vivid description of the 

fall of Babylon and the punishment inflicted upon the beast 

and the false prophet. 
 
CHAPTERS TWENTY AND TWENTY-ONE 

DESCRIBE THE FINAL CONSUMMATION OF THE 

AGE. A careful reading of the book of Revelation makes it 

very clear that the book consists of seven sections, and that 

these sections run parallel to one another. Each of them 

spans the entire period of history between the first and 

second comings of Christ. Each section gives us a 

description of the entire gospel age, from the first to the 

second coming of Christ, and is rooted in Israel's history 

under the old dispensation to which there are frequent 

references. It is interesting to note that in the prophecies of 

Daniel, there is similar parallel. The parts of 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream (chapter two) correspond exactly 

with the four beasts of Daniel's dream (chapter seven). The 

same period of time is covered twice, and is seen from 

various aspects. 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE ONE FURTHER 

OBSERVATION IN OUR OPENING COMMENTS AND 

IT HAS TO DO WITH THE USE OF NUMBERS 

THROUGHOUT THE BOOK. There is a sacred significance 

in numbers: not cabalistic, not fanciful, but proceeding from 

the very nature of things, well settled in the Scriptures, and 

universally acknowledged in all the highest and deepest 

systems of human thought and religion. 
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The unit, "one," is the source and parent of all numbers. It, 

therefore, stands for God, in the most hidden absoluteness of 

His being, in which the whole Godhead, and all things, 

stand. ONE expresses commencement, and God is the 

commencement of all things, all history. 
 
THREE is the number of individual completion. It is 

composed of three numbers, each of which is in itself ONE, 

and which, when multiplied together, still make only ONE. 

THREE, therefore, represents the TRINITY, each number of 

which is God, and yet the THREE together are still only 

ONE. 
 
FOUR is the worldly number. The world resolves itself into 

four elements: fire, air, earth and water. The points on a 

compass are four: north, south, east and west. There are four 

seasons of the year, etc. To the Oriental philosopher four is 

always the figure of the universe. 
 
FIVE represents progress, but incompleteness. On the fifth 

day, life was created in the sea, but there was yet no life on 

land. Five toes or five fingers are but half of what pertain to 

a complete man. Under the fifth seal, the martyrs are 

impatient, but are told to wait a season. They are enjoying 

some of the fruits of their faith, but their crowns are 

deferred. 
 
SIX is the Satanic number. As the darkest hour immediately 

precedes the dawn, and the darkest years are the last before  

the Sabbath, so the number immediately preceding the 

complete seven is the worst of all. The sixth body in the 

solar system is a shattered one. The sixth epistle to the 

churches tells of an hour of universal trial and sufferings; the 

sixth seal being destruction and death; the sixth trumpet 

destroys the third part of men; and the sixth vial introduces 

the unclean spirits who gather the kings of the earth and of 

the whole world to the war of the great day of God 

Almighty. 
 
Antichrist's number is three sixes: six units, six tens, and six 

hundreds-666-the individual completion of everything evil. 

And Christ was crucified on the sixth day, which is still the 

common execution day and is popularly regarded as the most 

unlucky of the seven. 
 
SEVEN IS THE NUMBER OF DISPENSATIONAL 

FULLNESS. It carries with it the Trinity and the created in 

contact-the divine Three with the worldly four. Hence, it is 

always connected with whatever touches the covenant 

between man and God. It is the sacred number. And the 

Apocalypse of the consummation of all God’s dispensational 

dealings with mankind, is, above all a book of sevens. It 

consists of seven visions, with the sevenfold ascription of 

glory to God and the Lamb, and discloses to us the seven 

Spirits of God, the seven candlesticks, the seven stars, seven 

lamps of fire, seven seals, seven horns and seven eyes of the 

Lamb, seven angels with seven trumpets, seven thunders, 

seven heads of the beast and seven crowns upon those heads, 

the seven plagues, seven vials, seven mountains, and seven 

regencies. And it is the book of sevens because it is the book 

of the fullness of everything of which it treats-the Trinity's 

consummation of all divine dispensations. Whatever bears 

this number in the divine reckoning, is full, complete, with 

nothing left out, and nothing of its own kind to be added. 
 
EIGHT IS THE NUMBER OF NEW BEGINNING AND 

RESURRECTION. The eighth day is the beginning of a new 

week. The Jewish child was circumcised the eighth day, 

which was its birth into covenant relations. Christ rose from 

the dead on the eighth day. David was the eighth son of Jesse 

and he established a new order for Israel. Our Sunday, which 

celebrates the new creation which began in the Savior's 

resurrection, is the eighth day, the first of the new week. 
 
TEN IS THE NUMBER OF WORLDLY COMPLETION, 

ESPECIALLY IN THE LINE OF WORLDLY EVIL. The 

great beast of worldly power, in its final form, has ten horns. 

The moral law, as applicable to man in this world, has ten 

precepts. The earthly manifestation of Christ after His 

resurrection were ten. The Church, in its mixed earthly 

condition and slumbering, is represented by ten virgins in 

Matthew 25. Thus, the number ten is the union of the 

worldly four and the Satanic six. 
 
TWELVE IS THE NUMBER OF FINAL 

COMPLETENESS. Hence, the twelve months in the year, 

the twelve tribes of Israel, the twelve apostles of the Lamb, 

the twelve stars in the crown of the woman clothed with the 

sun, the twelve gates of the New Jerusalem, the twelve fruits 

of the Tree of Life. 
 
With the above thoughts as background for our study in this 

majestic book, let me present the theme of the first three 

chapters. John watched the waves from the sea break and run 

upon the shore of the tiny island of Patmos. It had been his 

home for some time, ever since the emperor Domitian had 

banished him to this dry and desolate place because of his 

testimony for the Lord. The island was quite small, but 

served well as a prison for those out of favor with the 

emperor of Rome. John, though old now, had walked around 

its rugged shores many times. Few were mindful of John's 

residence at Patmos. Less than 100 miles away in western 

Asia Minor lay Ephesus, the city where John had spent the 

late years of his ministry. 
 
Nearby were other churches to which both he, and Paul 

earlier, had ministered. Seven, in particular, were very heavy 

on John's heart this Lord's day morning (v. 10) as he 

meditated on the Word of God and reflected on the state of 

the Church in this last decade of the first century. 
 
John could not get over the fact that Jesus of Nazareth, the 

Lord and Savior of God’s people, had loved him and called 

him to be one of his apostles. He reflected on those days of 
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Jesus' earthly ministry and on the days after Jesus' 

resurrection and ascension. John thought of those words 

Jesus had spoken just before he returned to heaven. Had he 

not said something about John abiding until he returned? 

(John 21:22). Anyway, this is how Peter and some of the 

others had interpreted it (John 21:23). But John was tired and 

old now, and Jesus had not returned. John did not really 

think that that was what Jesus meant, anyway. One thing was 

sure-John had outlived all the rest of the apostles. He alone 

was left of the twelve. And here he was on this island, all but 

forgotten by the Church he had saved. Or, so it seemed. 

John's mind returned to Asia Minor and to the seven 

churches there in which he had served as their pastor while 

residing at Ephesus. News that reached him from there 

recently was not good. It was not encouraging. Why had the 

Lord let him live so long? Why did he have to see the decay 

of the Church that had begun with such promise some fifty 

years before? From what he was hearing about the churches 

of Asia Minor, they were turning from the Lord and were 

indifferent to the gospel, which they had so recently 

embraced vigorously and with such hope. Was the history of 

the Church of Jesus Christ to run out so soon? Was Jesus 

going to return right way? 
 
As to those churches, Ephesus had been John's pride and joy. 

That church had been so blessed, first with the ministry of 

Paul for three years and then later with sound teaching 

through John. But news that reached John indicated that they 

had not shown love toward one another nor toward the Lord 

as they ought to have done. Somehow, in the zeal to speak 

the truth, they had ceased to speak the truth in love. They 

had made the doctrine cold and harsh. 
 
The church in Smyrna, on the other hand, was suffering great 

persecution. Many of the leaders there had been jailed by 

some in the community who claimed to be representing 

Christ and doing what they did in the name of Christ! 

Pergamum had suffered, too. John's friend, Antipas, who had 

been such a faithful witness, had been killed by the citizens 

of Pergamum. It seemed that the devil was in charge there. 

Recent news from Pergamum indicated to John that the sect 

of the Nicolaitans, chased out of Ephesus, had gone there 

and made some headway among the members of the church. 

Indifferent to what the church had commended in Jerusalem 

council, some there were flaunting their Christian liberty by 

eating food offered to idols and were causing many of the 

Jewish Christians to stumble. Now Thyatira was more 

encouraging. They had responded to John's call for love. 

John had seen them grow spiritually and do mature works for 

the glory of God. Yet, as John reflected, he remembered 

hearing that they had begun to misapply their love; and what 

had at first been love was becoming unrighteous tolerance of 

sin. A veritable Jezebel was in the camp of God’s people 

there. She was teaching many to sin, and she was not being 

disciplined. No good news was coming from Sardis 

anymore. Among the churches of Asia Minor it boasted the 

most lively program of activity but, from all John was 

hearing, it was really dead. 
 
His thoughts turned to Philadelphia. That was a strong little 

church. Small as they were, they had set the example for all 

of the larger churches of the area. They had held the faith. 

One more church remained in John's thoughts-the church of 

Laodicea. He really didn't know what to make of it. On the 

one hand, the reports he was receiving were of a strong and 

rich church. From all he heard, it ought to have become a 

leader among the churches in the area, but it had not become 

so. Something was wrong there. John did not know what. 

Suddenly, John was startled by a loud voice behind him. At 

first, he thought it was a guard come to harass him. This had 

happened before. But the voice, though like a trumpet, was 

the voice of love and understanding. He heard the voice tell 

him to write down what he was about to see. John's heart 

beat rapidly now. The Lord was about to give him some new 

insight to answer his questions. God had not forgotten him! 

Excitedly. John turned in the direction from which he had 

heard the voice. As he turned, his eves fell first on seven 

candlesticks made of gold. It was awesome. Gradually, his 

eyes became used to the brilliant light of the candlesticks, 

and he could see a man standing in the midst. His whole 

body was covered with a long white garment held together 

with a golden belt. The figure puzzled John. As he looked at 

the features, he noted that the hair was white, not gray like 

that of an old man, but brilliant white, like the sun reflecting 

off snow. And those eyes-they burned right through John! 

Quickly he lowered his eyes, not wishing to be pierced by 

that look any more. His eyes fell to the feet of the figure, feet 

that looked pure, somehow bright and clean, not dusty and 

dirty as the feet of most. 
 
Now John noticed something in the figure's right hand. He 

counted seven stars held in this hand as though they were 

completely controlled by the holder. 
 
He looked again, and this time he saw that the object 

protruding out of the figure's mouth was a two-edged sword 

much like those John had seen at the side of Roman soldiers. 

John looked, and his own sight began to fade; the brilliance 

coming from the figure was too great for his eyes. What did 

it all mean? But before he could think any further, John 

collapsed (1:17). 
 
He didn't know how long he had been unconscious, but 

suddenly he felt the hand of a friend on his shoulder and 

heard the reassuring, soft voice of one who loved him. It was 

Jesus' voice! John woke to hear Jesus comfort him and to see 

Jesus leaning over his prone body. Now Jesus began to speak 

rapidly. Jesus had not changed. He was the same, and his 

Church was the same, too. He was the first and the last; he 

had had the first word which planned for the salvation of his 

people to be holy, without blemish, and in fellowship with 

the Father and the Son and the Spirit forever. 
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Jesus, who loved the Church, would see to it that that plan 

did not fail. John need not fear. Did not John see? Jesus had 

triumphed over death, and that meant that the keys and death 

were in His hands. Had he not taught them that the keys of 

the kingdom of God as well, were his? He had the power to 

open the doors to the world of hell and death, and to release 

its prisoners and bring them into the kingdom of God. That 

was what it was all about, and that was what John must 

never forget! 
 
Jesus seemed to be calling John to join with him in one more 

message to the churches so that, for all time, the Church 

would know that God is in charge and that his gospel would 

not fail. There were many discouraging things now, to be 

sure, and there would be discouragement for the Church in 

the future, as well. That is why they needed the message that 

would carry them through the centuries. John's generation 

needed to hear it, and so would others to come. Jesus then 

called John to think about what he had just seen. That was 

the key to understanding what should be said to the 

churches. How many stars had he seen? Seven? Well, they 

represented the messengers of the seven churches. Those 

seven stars, where were they? In the hands of Jesus, of 

course. Was not, therefore, the future of the Church-the 

whole Church-in the hands of Jesus, as well? John saw that 

the significance of "the seven" matched his own thoughts 

about the churches, and he recalled that, in his dealings with 

his people, God had often signified "wholeness" by that 

number seven. Seven messengers came from the hand of 

Jesus to seven churches in the midst of whom Jesus stood-

truly the Lord kept his promise to be with his churches and 

with his people always. John need not fear. Jesus knows the 

situation and is dealing with it. Nothing is out of hand, 

though it might seem so to those living in a sinful world. 

Jesus wanted John to have his perspective, a heavenly view, 

not an earthbound view of history and of God’s purposes. 

John now found himself functioning as a stenographer! Jesus 

was dictating letters to various churches through the 

messengers held in his hands. John was to tell them of the 

vision which he had seen, and then, as Jesus wrote to each, 

that vision would indelibly be burned into the memory of 

each church. 
 
Yes, Jesus saw the works and labor of the Ephesian church. 

He appreciated the fact that they had been diligent in their 

emphasis on sound doctrine. In untiring commitment to the 

gospel, they had done much to promote the truth. But Jesus 

was not pleased with their coldness and with their harshness 

in dealing with others. Could the gospel be truly proclaimed 

if not in the context of love? They had better repent of the 

change that had taken place in their hearts. They were proud 

to be so sound and orthodox in their doctrine but, in their 

proudness, they were repelling many from the gospel and in 

turn, were repelling even Jesus. Soon they would be no 

longer useful to the Lord and therefore, would be set aside 

by him-if they did not change in their hearts. They must 

know that this message was a message of life and death. It 

was from Christ, through the Spirit, and those who did not 

give heed could not expect to be invited to that feast at the 

tree of life, where Jesus had prepared a place for his own! 

Jesus turned now to address the messenger of the Smyrna 

church. How they had been tried! And that trial of their faith 

would have to continue for a short time. Jesus was aware that 

there had sprung up in their midst some who claimed to be 

believers but were really worshipers of Satan. Had Jesus not 

taught that there would always be in the world, side by side, 

the true believers and the false? Had Jesus not said that they 

who believed in him would be treated even as he had been 

treated at the hands of men? They should not be obsessed by 

their trials and loss of all things, but rather think on the 

riches which they had in Christ and the treasures laid up for 

them in heaven! Had not Jesus revealed to John that he who 

was dead had lived again and would never die? Let that be 

their hope now! Jesus had won for them life, so that even 

death on earth was not to be dreaded. After all, every man 

must die; how much better to die for Christ! Then they 

would escape the second death-the death reserved for all 

who do not believe, the eternal suffering, the separation from 

God forever-the lake of fire. Indeed, as Paul had said, "What 

are the sufferings of this world, compared to the glory to be 

revealed?" 
 
John's own hands must have begun to feel cramped as he 

sought to write down all that Jesus spoke. The thought of 

that second death for those who did not believe gave John 

great pause. But Jesus went on. That sword protruding from 

Jesus' mouth, which John had seen in his vision, now came 

to mind as Jesus spoke. The church in Pergamum was in a 

worldly place where Satan was king, yet the members had 

not denied the faith as some had, even at the threat of death, 

as in the day when Antipas, a witness for Christ had died a 

martyr's death. It was perhaps this sight of unbridled hate 

against Christians that had led some in the church there to be 

overly tolerant of others. Satan, who is never asleep, took 

advantage, and now heretics were being allowed to live in 

the church, undisciplined by the believers. This was a serious 

matter and could destroy the church, which in many ways 

had been so heroic. Remember that sword in the mouth of 

Jesus, the sharp two-edged sword, the very symbol of God’s 

penetrating Word? Jesus would wield it, making war by his 

Word against those who sought to pollute the doctrine of the 

Church. Was it worth it all to be faithful? Certainly, for only 

to those who were faithful could the new name be given-

"child of God." Not everyone who said "Lord, Lord," would 

enter into the kingdom of God, but only those who were 

doers of His Word! 
 
John's thoughts moved again to that vision of Jesus which he 

saw at first. He saw those penetrating eyes of Jesus, too 

bright and penetrating for him to gaze into. Would anything 

escape Jesus' sight? As John thought on this, Jesus began to 

speak again. Jesus had seen the church at Thyatira, as well. 
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He saw there a minority who labored faithfully and a vast 

majority who were being misled by a woman not unlike 

Jezebel, who was teaching a false doctrine and was seducing 

God’s children to sin. Those who followed her would be 

killed, just as the Lord had surely killed Ananias and 

Sapphira for their hypocrisy. As for the rest who were 

faithful, they must hold on, no matter how many followed 

this false Jezebel who presumed to become the teacher of the 

church at Thyatira. The church in Thyatira was, after all, 

better off than the church in Sardis. The church in Sardis had 

no works that were acceptable to Christ. Only a few there 

were worthy of the name "child of God." The rest had better 

repent before Christ returns, when it becomes too late to 

repent. 
 
The false church in Philadelphia, the church that claimed to 

be the true Church, but whose members were made up of 

worshipers of Satan, had not escaped the notice of Jesus 

either! After all, not they, but Christ, would determine who 

would and who would not enter into his kingdom. He, and 

no other, had the keys to his kingdom. He had opened the 

door to those in Philadelphia who had remained faithful to 

his Word and work. Their meeting place might seem 

scrawny by comparison to the big synagogue of Satan, but in 

the end, the members of that greater edifice would be 

humbled before Jesus' friend. In the end, the true believers 

would be pillars in the temple of God in heaven and citizens 

of the New Jerusalem, which Jesus was now preparing for 

them and for all who would be faithful. 
 
Only Laodicea remained. John must have wondered what 

Jesus would say to these. As John wondered in his heart, 

Jesus began to speak, reminding them of what he had 

revealed to John earlier-that he was the faithful and true 

witness-Jesus made no mistakes. He was not overlooking the 

virtues of the church of Laodicea. There simply were none 

there! They were not cold. They could not be accused of cold 

orthodoxy as could the church in Ephesus. Neither were they 

hot-zealous for the Lord as were some in all the rest of the 

churches in Asia. No, there was none there who showed any 

favorable attributes at all. They were all lukewarm, neither 

hot nor cold, neither hotly evangelistic nor coldly orthodox; 

would that they were, there would be some hope for them. 

They thought they were rich, a real bell-ringer in the 

community and among the churches of Asia Minor, but to 

Jesus, they were naked and blind! The gold which they 

needed was not the world's gold but heavenly gold, bought 

without price, as Isaiah said long before! The garments they 

needed were garments which only Christ could supply. All 

of the finery and treasures they had gained in the world 

would do them no good when they stood naked and broke 

before the throne of Christ's Judgment. As a church, they 

were a total failure! As individuals, they could not say, "It is 

the church's fault that I did not know the truth." Jesus now 

confronted each one, individually. They must respond, and if 

they did not, they would stand forever before a closed door 

to heaven. But if they opened to Jesus, then he would open 

the door of heaven to them and invite them to come in and 

sit with him at the right hand of the Father in the Father's 

house forever! Christ's message to the church needs to be 

heard! As to the blemishes and sins of those early churches...

they are the same today! Coldness, false doctrine, false 

spirituality...they still plague the church today! May God 

help us to see our church as Jesus sees it. Then, may we 

repent and change our ways! 
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