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Revelation 1 - King James Version 
 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to 

shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to 

pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 

servant John: Who bare record of the word of God, and of 

the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of 

this prophecy, and keep those things which are written 

therein: for the time is at hand. 

John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto 

you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and 

which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are 

before his throne; And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 

witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 

the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us 

from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and 

priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 

dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 

and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the 

earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith 

the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 

Almighty. 

I John, who also am your brother, and companion in 

tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 

was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, 

and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a 

great voice, as of a trumpet, 

Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, 

What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven 

churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, 

and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and 

unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being 

turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; And in the midst of 

the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed 

with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps 

with a golden girdle. 

His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as 

snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like 

unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice 

as the sound of many waters. 

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his 

mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance 

was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his 

right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first 

and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 

I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and 

of death. 

Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which 

are, and the things which shall be hereafter; The mystery of 

the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the 

seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of 

the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou 

sawest are the seven churches. 
 

Revelation 2 - King James Version 
 
Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things 

saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who 

walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know 

thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou 

canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them 

which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found 

them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my 

name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou 

hast left thy first love. 

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 

repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee 

quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 

except thou repent. 

But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the 

Nicolaitanes, which I also hate. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 

tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 

And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These 

things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is 

alive; I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but 

thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say 

they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, 

the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be 

tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 

unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 

second death. 

And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These 

things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; I 

know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where 

Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not 

denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my 

faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan 
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dwelleth. 

But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there 

them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to 

cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. So 

hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the 

Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. 

Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight 

against them with the sword of my mouth. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 

hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 

stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he 

that receiveth it. 

And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These 

things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a 

flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; I know thy 

works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, 

and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. 

Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because 

thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a 

prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 

fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she 

repented not. 

Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit 

adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of 

their deeds. 

And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches 

shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and 

hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to 

your works. 

But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as 

have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths 

of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other 

burden. 

But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 

And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, 

to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule 

them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they 

be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I 

will give him the morning star. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches. 
 

Revelation 3 - King James Version 
 
And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These 

things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the 

seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that 

thou livest, and art dead. 

Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that 

are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect 

before God. 

Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and 

hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will 

come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I 

will come upon thee. 

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled 

their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for 

they are worthy. 

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 

raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of 

life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before 

his angels. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches. 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These 

things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the 

key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 

shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works: behold, I 

have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: 

for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and 

hast not denied my name. 

Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which 

say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will 

make 

them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I 

have loved thee. 

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will 

keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come 

upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that 

no man take thy crown. 

Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 

God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him 

the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, 

which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven 

from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches. 

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; 

These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 

the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that 

thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 

I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, 

and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 

wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I 

counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 

mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be 

clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; 

and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 

therefore, and repent. 

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 

with him, and he with me. 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
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throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my 

Father in his throne. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches. 
 

MESSAGE 
 
In form, symbolism, purpose and meaning the book of 
Revelation is beautiful beyond description. There is not 
another book of holy scripture which opens with so much 
special remark and solemnity. "Blessed is he that readeth 

and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 

those things which are written therein: for the time is at 

hand." In most of our Bibles, the title of the book is...THE 
REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST TO ST. JOHN...or...the 
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ. The Apocalypse, or Revelation 
of Jesus Christ, must therefore be the revealment, 
manifestation, appearing of Jesus Christ. It is a book of 
which Christ is the great subject and center, particularly in 
that period of his administrations and glory designated as the 
day of his uncovering, the day of his appearing. Apocalypse 
means...something revealed, disclosed, manifested, shown. It 
is not a mere prediction of divine judgments upon the 
wicked, and of the final triumph of the righteous made 
known by Christ; but a book of the revelation of Christ, in 
his own person, offices, and future administrations, when he 
shall be seen coming from heaven as he was once seen going 
into heaven. 
 
There are two poles in the Christian life-the first coming of 
our Lord and His second coming to judge the quick and the 
dead. We look back to Calvary and to Christ's resurrection, 
but we need to look forward as well. For the King of Kings 
is coming with great glory and great power. And this must be 
a lively expectation on our part. If it is not, our faith is not 
fully developed and we will lack comfort, assurance, 
perseverance, and a sense of victory. 
 
Here, the study of the book of Revelation is of the greatest 
help. It reveals to us how God will triumph over the powers 
of hell which are operative in our world. "Behold, I come 

quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the saying of the prophecy 

of this book [the book of Revelation]" (Revelation 22:7). 
Remember the book of Revelation is not a conundrum, not a 
closed book, but an "unveiling," and "uncovering." It is the 
climax of all Scripture or revelation, unto the great 
consummation of human history. Just because the apostle 
John saw these marvelous things in a vision while he was "in 

the Spirit," let us not think that it was like a dream without 
reality. No, John was given the privilege to behold true and 
permanent reality as it was revealed to him by means of 
symbols and signs by Christ the Lord. This revelation was 
not just for John's benefit. He had to pass this on to the 
churches so that they might come to realize, for their comfort 
and strength, the power and glory of their exalted Lord Jesus 
and see Him as King of kings and Lord of lords. And this is 

meant for us in this twentieth century as well, that we may 
have "the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge 

of Him" as He is set at God's right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principalities, and power, and might and 
dominion, from whence He will come to judge the quick and 
the dead and usher in the consummation of history. Our Lord 
is the Alpha and Omega of history. History had a beginning-
an alpha and it runs its course until it reaches its end-its 
omega, which spells its consummation in perfection when 
God will make all things new (Revelation 2:5). 
 
At this point, it may be well for us to consider a brief 
description of the various interpretations of this fascinating 
book. No book in the New Testament-or for that matter, in 
the whole Bible-has so many confusing and radically 
different interpretations as Revelation. It is well to consider 
several of the leading types or systems: the Preterist, the 
Historicist, the Futurist, and the Idealist. These will show us 
widely diversified opinions concerning its meaning and 
instruction. 
 
THE PRETERIST point of view (Preterist meaning "past") 
grew out of the prevailing conditions of severe persecution 
in the days of the apostle John. Many liberal scholars have 
given it their variant endorsement. The Preterists extend the 
prophecy to the second or third century. They take the view 
that the first beast of Revelation 13 is Emperor Nero and the 
second beast is Emperor Domitian. These were the two chief 
persecutors of the Christian Church in the first century. They 
saw it all as the struggle of Christianity with Judaism and 
paganism, with Christianity the victor. Thus, the Revelation 
was of great value and comfort to those to whom it was 
written. On this basis, the Revelation had no prophetic value 
to speak of. 
 
THE HISTORICIST point of view presents the visions of  
Revelation as a preview of the course of human history. 
Many of the Reformers adopted this view. This system of 
interpretation seeks to pinpoint definite times, places, and 
persons to which they claim the prophecies apply. They 
limited their view to the history of Western Europe and, in 
the main, ignored the rest of the world. They proceeded to 
interpret the book as though their specific days were the last 
days. Papal Rome stood out in their thinking. When dealing 
with the seven seals, the seven trumpets, the seven vials or 
bowls, the Roman Empire and the Roman Catholic Church 
occupied the center of attention. 
 
The actual record of past events has disproved many, if not 
all, of their predictions and expectations, and has shown 
them to be mere speculations. Consequently, there is no 
message of hope and comfort for the believers in both John's 
day and in ours.  
 
THE FUTURIST system of interpretation of Revelation 
practically ignores the entire historical aspect of the book. 
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Everything from chapter four to the end is considered in the 
future and looks to the "end time"-just before the second 
coming of Christ. Hence, the early church scarcely comes to 
view. The tendency of this system is to be extremely 
literalistic. The futurists run short on the symbolic and long 
on the literal interpretation of the book. The advocates of this 
theory teach a "two-gospel" idea, namely, the gospel of 
grace and the gospel of the kingdom. They teach what is 
known as the "Postponement Theory" in regard to the 
Kingdom of God which the Jews rejected at Christ's first 
coming. As a result, the Church is a sort of afterthought or a 
parenthesis in the plan of God, which will end in a "silent 
rapture" almost any moment. After this, the Antichrist will 
rule for seven years upon the earth. Then follows the second 
coming of Christ, who will set up an earthly Jewish rule for 
one thousand years, known as the millennium.  
 
This sudden "silent rapture" is known as the first stage of the 
second coming of the Lord, when the believers will meet 
Him in the air. After seven years there will be another 
coming of the Lord known as "the revelation." This will be a 
public and visible coming, and is the second stage of Christ's 
coming. During the period of seven years between the two 
comings of Christ, the Antichrist will rule upon the earth. 
The Church will be with Christ and the Jews will have 
returned to Palestine. Then the Antichrist will make a 
covenant with them and reestablish their former worship for 
seven years. The Temple will be rebuilt at Jerusalem. The 
ten tribes will be gathered and the sacrificial worship will be 
renewed. During this time many of the unbelievers who were 
left on earth at the time of the "silent rapture" will be turned 
to Christ and supposedly will experience conversion. They 
are called the tribulation saints in distinction from the 
raptured saints and form a distinct body of believers. They 
are called tribulation saints in that they experience the 
persecution of the Antichrist who breaks his covenant after 
the three-and-a-half years. After three-and one-half years of 
fearful persecution and tribulation, Christ will come to 
deliver them and destroy the Antichrist: then He will set up 
His earthly kingdom for one thousand years. This system of 
interpretation is the one most commonly held by most 
evangelicals. 
 
THE IDEALISTS or spiritualizers interpret Revelation 
without reference to actual things, persons, or events of the 
past, present or future. For them, the book has no meaning at 
all as a prophecy. These persons interpret the book as an 
idealistic description of the conflict between the forces of 
good and evil-between the Church and Satan-in all of human 
history. Hence the idealist does not look for any historical 
fulfillment of the contents of Revelation. That there exists 
such a spiritual conflict goes without saying, but the book of 
Revelation is apocalyptic and prophetic as to its contents and 
therefore has historical references. 
 
PLEASE KEEP THIS IN MIND...the Scripture is its own 

interpreter according to the analogy of faith. The apostle 
Paul, by divine inspiration, teaches us in Romans 12:6 to 
interpret Holy Scripture in the light of its fundamental truths, 
saying, "Let us prophesy [preach, teach] according to the 

proportion [the analogy] of faith." In other words, interpret 
Scripture by Scripture and not by some external standard 
such as traditions or ideas of men. Scripture must be our 
guide for the interpretation of Scripture. In Acts 17:11, the 
Bereans tested Paul's preaching by this rule of faith: "These 

[the Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 

in that they received the word with all readiness of mind and 

searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so." 
 
LET ME SUGGEST THE PRIMARY AND OVERRULING 
THEMATIC IDEA OF REVELATION: The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ, as the unveiling of our exalted, glorified, and 
sovereign Lord over His Church and the world and as the 
revealer and executor of the secret decrees of God in order to 
consummate His victory over the world of evil at His second 
coming and to establish the royal Kingdom of God. 
Like the prophets of old, the prophetic aspect of the 
Apocalypse has its starting point in the present, and from the 
present, it proceeds to the future. For this reason, we must 
take our starting point in our study of Revelation from the 
days of the apostle John. Hence, we must take into 
consideration the contemporary conditions of the church and 
the opposing world in the days of John as the immediate 
occasion for this revelation. 
 
Before presenting a brief historical picture of the situation at 
the time of John, let us consider the matter of the writer of 
the Revelation. Revelation claims to be written by someone 
named John. John, to whom we owe the New Testament 
Apocalypse, was a Jewish Christian who had, in all 
probability, spent the greater part of his life in Galilee before 
moving to Asia Minor and settling in Ephesus, the center of 
Greek civilization in that province. This conclusion comes 
from a study of his use of the Greek language. He takes 
unparalleled liberties with the syntax of the language and, to 
a certain extent, creates a Greek grammar of his own. The 
reason for this appears to be that, while he wrote in Greek, 
he thought in terms of Hebrew. Often he translated Hebrew 
idioms literally into Greek. He had a profound knowledge of 
the Old Testament and used its phraseology both consciously 
and unconsciously. This must be the reason for the unique 
syntax we find in the book. The writer of the Revelation 
exercised an unquestioned authority over the churches of 
Asia Minor. 
 
The writer was also a man of profound spiritual insight. He 
looks deeper into the mysteries of God's plan in some 
instances than perhaps any other writer of the New 
Testament. The writer of Revelation is also a man who is 
very positive in his statements. The hostile Jews of Smyrna 
and Philadelphia are the "synagogue of Satan." Domitian, 
and the empire itself in so far as it adopts his policies, is the 
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"beast." Rome is "Babylon," the mother of harlots and of the 
abominations of the earth. The tone of the book, when it 
lashes the persecutor, the idolater, the unclean, is almost 
warlike-the prophet's righteous wrath reaches a white heat. 
The conception of Christ in Revelation is infinitely majestic 
and august, but his predominant characteristic is unbounded 
power, showing itself in a just severity. 
 
The traditional position with reference to this work is that it 
was written by John, the apostle and son of Zebedee. There 
has been much controversy throughout the course of 
Christian history at this point. Dionysius the Great of 
Alexandria, held the opinion about A.D. 250 that John did 
not write the Apocalypse. He based this opinion on a study 
of the Greek style of the Fourth Gospel and of Revelation. 
His conclusion was that the same person could not have 
written both books. One of the earliest of the church fathers 
whose work has come down to us was Justin Martyr. He was 
a martyr under Aurelius about A.D. 166. His work, 
DIALOGUE WITH TRYPHO THE JEW is usually dated 
about A.D. 140-160. In it we find these words: 
"There was a certain man with us, whose name was John 

one of the Apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a 

revelation that was made to him, that those who believed in 

our Christ would dwell a thousand years in Jerusalem: and 

that thereafter the general, and, in short, the eternal 

resurrection and judgment of all would take place." 
 
The fact that Justin Martyr's home and principal field of 
service was in Asia Minor, where the churches addressed in 
Revelation were located, makes this statement a striking one. 
The next direct witness of John the apostle as author of this 
book comes from Irenaeus, who died at Lyons, France about 
A.D. 190. This is regarded as one of the chief witnesses in 
John's favor. Irenaeus was born and educated in Asia, the 
territory of the seven churches. He was a pupil of Polycarp 
who was bishop of one of the seven churches, Smyrna. 
Irenaeus frequently mentioned Revelation in his many 
books. He appears to have been especially interested in the 
number 666, the number of the beast, which he considered to 
be identical with Antichrist. Several times he says that the 
book was written by John the disciple of the Lord and 
identifies him with the John who lay upon the breast of Jesus 
at the Last Supper. He holds that John wrote the book in the 
time of Domitian the emperor. His witness is a strong one 
since he was only one step removed from association with 
John. Only about seventy or eighty years elapsed between 
the writing of the book and the comments by Irenaeus. 
 
The real author is not John, but the Almighty God Himself! 
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him...and he 
sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John. To be 
sure, John the apostle wrote the Revelation, but God, through 
Christ, was the real author. Therefore, what this book 
predicts is not the product of human fancy, prone to error, 
but the revelation of the mind and purpose of God 

concerning the history of the Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright 2005 Church of the Highlands 

Church of the Highlands - 1900 Monterey Drive - San Bruno, CA 94066 - (650) 873-4095 - www.churchofthehighlands.org 


