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1 Kings 18:1-40 
 
"And it came to pass after many days that the word of the 
LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present 
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” 
So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab; and there was a 
severe famine in Samaria. And Ahab had called Obadiah, 
who was in charge of his house. [Now Obadiah feared the 
LORD greatly. For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the 
prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one hundred 
prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them 
with bread and water.] And Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go 
into the land to all the springs of water and to all the brooks; 
perhaps we may find grass to keep the horses and mules 
alive, so that we will not have to kill any livestock.” So they 
divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one 
way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.  
Now as Obadiah was on his way, suddenly Elijah met him; 
and he recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is 
that you, my lord Elijah?”  
And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your master, ‘Elijah is 
here.’”  
So he said, “How have I sinned, that you are delivering your 
servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? As the LORD your 
God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master 
has not sent someone to hunt for you; and when they said, 
‘He is not here,’ he took an oath from the kingdom or nation 
that they could not find you. And now you say, ‘Go, tell your 
master, “Elijah is here”’! And it shall come to pass, as soon 
as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the LORD will carry 
you to a place I do not know; so when I go and tell Ahab, 
and he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I your servant 
have feared the LORD from my youth. Was it not reported to 
my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the 
LORD, how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s prophets, 
fifty to a cave, and fed them with bread and water? And now 
you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here.”’ He will kill 
me!”  
Then Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom 
I stand, I will surely present myself to him today.”  
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went 
to meet Elijah.  
Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to 
him, “Is that you, O troubler of Israel?”  
And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and 
your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the 
commandments of the LORD and have followed the Baals. 
Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount 
Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the 
four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s 

table.”  
So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the 
prophets together on Mount Carmel. And Elijah came to all 
the people, and said, “How long will you falter between two 
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, 
follow him.” But the people answered him not a word. Then 
Elijah said to the people, “I alone am left a prophet of the 
LORD; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 
Therefore let them give us two bulls; and let them choose 
one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the 
wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other 
bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire under it. Then 
you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the 
name of the LORD; and the God who answers by fire, He is 
God.”  
So all the people answered and said, “It is well spoken.”  
Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one bull 
for yourselves and prepare it first, for you are many; and 
call on the name of your god, but put no fire under it.”  
 So they took the bull which was given them, and they 
prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning 
even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there was no 
voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar 
which they had made.  
And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, 
“Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is 
busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and 
must be awakened.” So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, 
as was their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood 
gushed out on them. And when midday was past, they 
prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice. But there was no voice; no one answered, no one 
paid attention.  
Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So 
all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of 
the LORD that was broken down. And Elijah took twelve 
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, 
“Israel shall be your name.” Then with the stones he built an 
altar in the name of the LORD; and he made a trench 
around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed. And 
he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on 
the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with water, and 
pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood.” Then he 
said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second time; 
and he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a third 
time. So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled 
the trench with water.  
And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening 
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sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, 
“LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known 
this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, 
and that I have done all these things at Your word. Hear me, 
O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are 
the LORD God, and that You have turned their hearts back 
to You again.”  
Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt 
sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it 
licked up the water that was in the trench. Now when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The 
LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!”  
And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not 
let one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah 
brought them down to the Brook Kishon and executed them 
there."  
 

LESSON 
 
After spending over two years in the widow’s home at 

Zarephath, the word of the Lord came to Elijah with his next 

assignment. "Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send 
rain on the earth."  
 
The drought and famine throughout Israel were reaching 

devastating proportions. Ahab called Obadiah, the man in 

charge of the king’s household, and instructed him to go and 

look for grass so the livestock could be fed. The king agreed 

to participate in the search, he going in one direction and 

Obadiah going in the opposite. Notice that Ahab had more 

concern for his livestock than for the people that were dying 

because of the famine! His evil heart seemed incapable of 

rising higher than horses and mules; such was what 

concerned him in the day of Israel’s dire calamity.  
 
As the drought continued and the distressing effects thereof 

became more and more acute, we can well imagine the bitter 

resentment and hot indignation borne by Ahab and his vile 

consort against the one who had pronounced the terrible 

interdict of no dew nor rain. So incensed was Jezebel that 

she had "cut off (slain) the prophets of the Lord." So 

infuriated was the king that he had sought diligently for 

Elijah in all the surrounding nations, requiring an oath from 

their rulers that they were not providing asylum for the man 

whom he regarded as his worst enemy, and cause for all his 

trouble.  
 
Humanly speaking, it was highly dangerous for the prophet 

to return to Samaria, for he could not expect any welcome 

from the people who were in such straits nor any mercy from 

the angry King Ahab. But with the same unhesitating 

obedience as had previously characterized him, so now he 

complied with his Master’s orders.  
 
Observation! The obedience of Elijah is one of the secrets to 

his mighty power with God. God said it! He did it!  
 
"He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But 
whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in 
him. By this we know that we are in Him. He who says he 
abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked." (1 John 2:4-6)  
 
"“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven.”" (Matthew 7:21)  
 
"“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the 
things which I say?”" (Luke 6:46)  
 
"If ye love me, keep my commandments." (John 14:15) 
 
"...If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him." (John 14:23)  
 
Obedience! It is at the heart of our Christian faith. 

"“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice 
of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His 
commandments which I command you today, that the LORD 
your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 
And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake 
you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your 
God:”" (Deuteronomy 28:1-2)  
 
In obedience, Elijah sets out for Samaria to meet King Ahab. 

But as he makes his way south to Samaria, he meets 

Obadiah, the man in charge of the king’s household (a 

position of high ranking next to the king). The prophet is 

immediately recognized by Obadiah and Elijah instructs 

Obadiah to go tell Ahab that he wants to see him!  
 
Obadiah is extremely reluctant because he is afraid that 

Elijah will disappear from the scene and leave him dealing 

with an angry king who may kill him for not bringing Elijah 

with him. Elijah assures him that he will not leave, but will 

meet the king personally.  
 
"And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I 
stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day.  
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went 
to meet Elijah." (verses 15-16)  
 
The very fact that the prophet was seeking him out, he had 

sent Obadiah before him to say, "Behold, Elijah is here," 
must have rendered the king uneasy. Wicked men are 

generally great cowards: their own consciences are their 

accusers, and often cause them many misgivings when in the 

presence of God’s faithful servants, even though these 

occupy an inferior position in life to themselves.  
 
His opening salutation at once revealed the state of his heart: 

"Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" No 
word of contrition fell from Ahab’s lips! Hardened by sin, 

his conscience "seared as with a hot iron," he gave vent to 

his obduracy and fury. It is always the mark of an 

unhumbled and unjudged heart for one who is smarting 
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beneath the righteous rod of God to throw the blame upon 

someone else, just as a sin-blinded nation which is being 

scourged for its iniquities will attribute its troubles to the 

blunders of its political rulers.  
 
"And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and 
thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the 
commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed 
Baalim."  
 
Elijah was not to be intimidated by the wicked aspersion 

which had just been cast upon him. With undaunted courage, 

he first denies the foul charge. Second, he boldly returns the 

charge upon the king, and third, the prophet proceeded to 

indict the king himself.  
 
The king and his family were the leaders in rebellion against 

God, and the people had blindly followed: here then was the 

cause of the distress: they were the reckless "troublers" of 

the nation, the disturbers of its peace, the displeasers of God. 

The law of the Lord is definite and emphatic. Its first statute 

expressly forbids our having any other god than the true 

God; and the second prohibits our making of any graven 

image and bowing down ourselves before it in worship.  
 
"Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount 
Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and 
the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at 
Jezebel's table."  
 
Very remarkable is this: to behold Elijah alone, hated by 

Ahab, not only charging the king with his crimes, but giving 

him instructions, telling him what he must do! More strange 

still was the peremptory language used by the prophet: he 

simply issued his orders without offering any reason or 

explanation as to what was his real object in summoning all 

the people and prophets together. The Tishbite was endowed 

with extraordinary authority from the Lord, as is intimated 

by that New Testament expression, "...the spirit and power 
of Elijah..." (Luke 1:17)  
 
In the light of what follows, the prophet's design is clear: 

what he was about to do must be done openly and publicly 

before impartial witnesses. The time had now arrived when 

the matter must be brought to a head: Jehovah and Baal 

come face to face as it were, before the whole nation! There 

was only one way in which the dreadful drought and its 

resultant famine could be brought to an end and the blessing 

of Jehovah restored to the nation, and that was by the sin 

which had caused the calamity being dealt with in judgment, 

and for that Ahab must gather all Israel together on Mount 

Camel.  
 
The stage is set! The huge audience was assembled, the 

leading characters were about to play their parts, and one of 

the most dramatic acts in the whole history of Israel was 

about to be enacted. There was to be a public contest 

between the forces of good and evil.  

 

On the one side was Baal with his hundreds of prophets, on 

the other Jehovah and His lone servant. But this man of God 

had all Heaven behind him and legions of angels filled the 

mountain, though they were invisible to the eye of sense. 

Though he was but a frail creature like ourselves, yet Elijah 

was full of faith and spiritual power, and by that faith he 

subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, escaped the edge 

of the sword, waxed valiant in fight and turned to flight the 

armies of the aliens.  
 
Elijah stands forth before them all with a confident and 

majestic mien, as the ambassador of Heaven. His manly 

spirit, emboldened by the consciousness of the Divine 

protection, inspired with courage, awed all the opposition 

into silence. Fearless, formidable, fierce for the glory and 

honor of his God, Elijah did not hesitate to stand alone under 

the blazing sun challenging his countrymen. At the top of his 

lungs he shouted to them from the summit of the mount. His 

eyes blazed with fire and his voice rolled like the drums of 

impending doom!  

"HOW LONG--HOW LONG, O ISRAEL, ARE YOU 

GOING TO STAGGER AND STUMBLE BETWEEN TWO 

LOYALTIES? IF JEHOVAH THE LORD BE GOD THEN 

FOLLOW HIM. IF BAAL BE GOD, THEN GIVE HIM 

YOUR FULL ALLEGIANCE!"  
 
It was a stabbing statement. It was a cutting commentary on 

the nation’s conduct. It was a crucial question that touched 

the very heart of Israel’s crisis. For 585 years this wayward, 

willful, stiff-necked, stubborn nation had vacillated like 

wind-driven waves in their allegiance to Jehovah God, the 

God of Israel. Since the days of their deliverance out of 

Egypt under the flaming leadership of Moses, they had been 

a people of divided minds, divided emotions, and divided 

loyalties! On this sun-drenched mount, through his special 

servant, God was appealing to this awkward, hard-hearted 

people to repent.  
 
A similar scene took place hundreds of years before under 

the leadership of Joshua. He brought the nation of Israel to a 

moment of decision. "“Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve 
Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the River and in 
Egypt. Serve the LORD! And if it seems evil to you to serve 
the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD.”  
So the people answered and said: “Far be it from us that we 
should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; for the LORD 
our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did those 
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way that 
we went and among all the people through whom we 
passed." (Joshua 24:14-17)  
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To Joshua’s challenge the people responded, but now their 

hearts are so hard that when Elijah throws out the challenge, 

they are silent! "But the people answered him not a word."  
 
God calls all men to a decision. And the challenge has never 

changed. The present-day application of Elijah’s demand 

would be this: if the Christ of Scripture be the true Saviour, 

then surrender to Him; if the Christ of modern Christendom, 

then follow him. One who demands the denying of self, and 

another who allows the gratifying of self, cannot both be 

right. One who insists on separation from the world, and 

another who permits you to enjoy its friendship, cannot both 

be right.  
 
"Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve." 
Ponder those solemn words of Christ: "He that is not with me 
is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad." (Matthew 12:30)  
 
Come to some decision one way or the other, for there 
can be no compromise between Christ and the Devil!  
 
On Mount Carmel, Elijah lays down the conditions of the 

contest: "Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, 
remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men.  
Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose 
one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on 
wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other 
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:  
And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the 
name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let 
him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well 
spoken."  
 
What a scene! The prophets of Baal follow the instructions 

of Elijah and commence their pagan ritual. But by noon, the 

god of Baal had not answered so Elijah mocked them and 

suggested that they cry louder.  
 
The Living Bible has an interesting translation of Elijah’s 

mocking! "You’ll have to shout louder than that," he scoffed, 

"to catch the attention of your god! Perhaps he is talking to 

someone, or is out sitting on the toilet, or maybe he is away 

on a trip, or is to be awakened!"  
 
The scene really gets ugly as the false prophets start cutting 

themselves and blood is gushing everywhere as they raved 

on and on all afternoon until three o’clock.  
 
Then Elijah called the people close to him. The first thing 

that he does is rebuild the altar which had been torn down 

through the wild actions of the false prophets. In ancient 

past, God had given very specific directions as to how the 

altar was to be prepared for an acceptable sacrifice. And it is 

noteworthy Elijah demanded that a bullock, an ox, be 

butchered. He did not request a lamb!  
 
A priest, a prophet, a man of God, offered an ox in sacrifice 

to God, only for his own special, private sins and 

wrongdoing. It was an atonement made on behalf of just 

himself. The bullock was a sin offering for Elijah. He was 

very specific. There was to be no fire placed beneath the 

sacrifices. The descent of supernatural fire from Heaven on 

this occasion would make it manifest to the people that the 

Lord God of Elijah was the God of their fathers because this 

was the way God demonstrated His acceptance of the 

sacrifices throughout the ages. This was the symbol of His 

presence with His people in their wilderness wanderings: 

"And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a 
cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light;..." (Exodus 13:21)  
 
His prayer is very brief. "“LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in 
Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these 
things at Your word. Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this 
people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You 
have turned their hearts back to You again.”"  
 
The miracle happened. Fire fell and licked up the sacrifice, 

altar and all the water! The nation confessed: "“The Lord, He 
is God! The Lord, He is God!”"  
 
The prayer of a righteous man availeth much. May our 

pursuit in life be to live righteously before our God and in 

our world who can witness our God of power and glory 
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