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Hebrews 1:1-4

"God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in
time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last
days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir
of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who
being the brightness of His glory and the express image of
His person, and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so
much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than they."

Colossians 1:13-20

"He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in
whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For by Him all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things
were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all
things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of
the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him,
whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made
peace through the blood of His cross."

Colossians 2:9-10

"For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;
and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all
principality and power."

LESSON

The writer to the Hebrews plunges right into the heart of his
subject...the supremacy of the Christian religion over
Judaism. Burning with an agony of anxiety for the good of
his national kindred, the writer puts forth argument after
argument, appeal after appeal, and flash after flash, in the
proof and proclamation of the greatness of Christianity.

Dr. Clark, the great theologian of yesteryear writes the
following: "All the doctrines of the Gospel are, in i,
embodied, illustrated, and enforced, in a manner the most
lucid; by references and examples, the most striking and
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illustrious; and by arguments the most cogent and
convincing. It is an epitome of the dispensations of God to
man, from the foundation of the world to the Advent of
Christ. It is not only the sum of the Gospel; but the sum and
completion of the law, of which it is also a beautiful and
luminous comment. Never were premises more clearly
stated; never was an argument handled in a more masterly
manner; and never was a conclusion more legitimately and
satisfactorily brought forth.

The matter is everywhere the most interesting; the manner is
throughout the most engaging; and the language is the most
beautifully adapted to the whole; everywhere appropriate,
always nervous and energetic; dignified as is the subject,
pure and elegant as that of the most accomplished Grecian
orators; and harmonious and diversified as the music of the
spheres."

What an insightful description of the Book of Hebrews!

The Book of Hebrews is addressed to God’s ancient, highly
favored, but unfortunate people as the last word of gracious
warning, and as the final appeal to the house of Israel to
repent of their accumulate guilt and embrace their despised
King.

Jerusalem had well nigh filled up the cup of her iniquity. She
had killed her prophets and stoned them that were sent unto
her, and the crucifixion of her Lord had now matured her
wickedness. In judgment against her, armies were soon to
encompass her walls and desolation to sit enthroned in her
high places. Soon, she was to become a reproach and a by-
word among the nations. If ever she was to listen to her God,
the time is now! Her day of salvation was just about past!

The parable that Jesus spoke was just about to become a
reality: (Matthew 21:33-46)

"Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who
planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a
winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to
vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-
time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that
they might receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took his
servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he
sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise
to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying,
“They will respect my son.” But when the vinedressers saw
the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come,
let us kill him and seize his inheritance.” So they took him
and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.

“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those vinedressers?”
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They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men
miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who
will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”

Jesus said to them, ““Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“The stone which the builders rejected

Has become the chief cornerstone.

This was the LORD’s doing,

And it is marvelous in our eyes’?

“Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken
from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And
whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever
it falls, it will grind him to powder.”

Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His
parables, they perceived that He was speaking of them. But
when they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared the
multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet."
(Matthew 21:33-46)

This parable was but the echo of the prophets: (Isaiah 5:1-7)
"Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved
regarding His vineyard:

My Well-beloved has a vineyard

On a very fruitful hill.

He dug it up and cleared out its stones,

And planted it with the choicest vine.

He built a tower in its midst,

And also made a winepress in it;

So He expected it to bring forth good grapes,

But it brought forth wild grapes.

“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah,
Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard.

What more could have been done to My vineyard

That | have not done in it?

Why then, when | expected it to bring forth good grapes,
Did it bring forth wild grapes?

And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My
vineyard:

I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned;

And break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

I will lay it waste;

It shall not be pruned or dug,

But there shall come up briers and thorns.

I will also command the clouds

That they rain no rain on it.”

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
And the men of Judah are His pleasant plant.

He looked for justice, but behold, oppression;

For righteousness, but behold, a cry for help."

Fully conscious of the impending ruin, the writer of Hebrews
wrote as the last and despairing effort for the salvation of the
rejecting Hebrews.

No epistle of the New Testament comes to the point as
quickly as this one. Without benefit of salutation or
introduction, the writer seems constrained by a holy
impatience to set forth the superlative glories of the Lord
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Jesus Christ.

His first premise is...GOD HAS SPOKEN. He contrasts
God’s revelation through the prophets with His revelation in
His Son. This initial affirmation is basic to the whole
argument of this epistle, as indeed, it is basic to Christian
faith. Had God remained silent, enshrouded in thick
darkness, the plight of mankind would have been desperate
indeed; but now He has spoken His revealing, redeeming and
life-giving Word, and in His light...we see light!

"Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of
the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but
have the light of life." (John 8:12)

The prophets were divinely inspired spokesmen for God,
honored servants of Jehovah. Yet their ministry was partial
and fragmentary. To each one was committed a certain
measure of revelation, but in every case it was incomplete.

GOD WHO AT SUNDRY TIMES...SPAKE!

The Greek for "at sundry times" literally means "by many
parts," which necessarily implies, some at one time, some at
another. God had spoken unto Israel through the prophets,
but the Old Testament revelation was but the refracted rays,
not the light unbroken and complete.

"For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and
righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see,
and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye
hear and have not heard them." (Matthew 13:17)

The writer of Hebrews places in contrast the fragmentary
revelation of the prophets with the complete revelation of
truth and glory in the person of Jesus Christ.

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14)

The author, by confirming that God did speak to their fathers
by the prophets, sets his seal upon the Divine inspiration of
the Old Testament Scriptures.

What kind of men were the prophets? No two were alike.
Each honored his own individuality. Some of them were men
of genius, while others were not so gifted. Each saw the truth
with his own eyes and spoke as he saw.

The prophets, as a rule, were not popular. In fact, they were
generally heartily hated. They were men who dared to
rebuke the popular sins of their day, whether those sins were
practiced by prince or pauper. Being hated, they were
persecuted!

"What more shall | say? For the time would fail me to tell of
Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David
and Samuel and the prophets: ...

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they
might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of
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mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented--of whom the world was not worthy. ...

(Hebrews 11:32-38)

But these men had met God, they knew how to pray, they
lived in fellowship with Jehovah. They were men girded and
made strong by a compelling sense of mission. They were
men sent from God!

In the past, God spoke unto us by the prophets. But now, in
these last days, God has spoken unto us by His Son! The
whole thrust of the Book of Hebrews is that Jesus Christ is
the superior revelation of God over all of the earthly priests
and prophets who have ever served the Lord. This fact does
not diminish what those men did, it merely asserts the truth
that Jesus Christ is far above men.

God has spoken by His Son. The God who spake to "the
fathers" now speaks to mankind in the person of His Son,
Jesus Christ. The word "spoken" speaks of the finality of
God’s action. What God has said through Jesus Christ is the
complete and final revelation of Himself. In Christ, we have
the totality of truth.

The revelations of God were delivered to the ancients by
servants. The Gospel was delivered by the Son. Prophets
were frail creatures; Christ was the all-perfect Creator.
Prophets were all pensioners of Divine bounty; Christ was
and is the source of all blessedness. Prophets were mere
men; Christ was "GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH."

God gave man all in Christ! This was the faith of the first
Christians. It will be the faith of the last. There is nothing
more left for God to give to men, but the appropriation in
experience and in detail of this one and final gift of Himself
in Christ, and His eternal life. Jesus Christ is absolute! Jesus
Christ is the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the
Creator of all things and the final Judge. Christ has done all.
He is all, and in all!

To be in living, loving holy communion with the living,
loving, holy God forever is the soul's perfect consummation
and final bliss. And that is Christ's gift. This is the real issue
of the hour. Not, is Christ a revelation of God, but is He the
revelation, the final and complete revelation of which all that
we may call revelation beside is but a factor? In Christ, we
have the full revelation of God, God Himself, and the whole
eternal God, with His last word, with man's last judgment,
His last justification, His last destiny!

The Gospel of Christ then, is to be looked upon as the
finishing matter, which gives significance and virtue to all
other dispensations. It is the grand keystone of the wide arch
which spans from eternity to eternity. Adam's eyes and
hopes were centered on it, and the eyes and hopes of all the
pious who lived before the Savior's coming. And from the

remotest ages of time to come, every devout human
worshiper will look back to it as his only dependence for the
enjoyment of the favor of the Almighty. It is the sole link
that unites man to the throne of God.

God’s communication to the fathers served them only as the
star of Bethlehem did the Easter magi; they merely led the
way to the Saviour.

In the passage from the Book of Hebrews, we note that the
author divides time between the past and these last days.
Translators of the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Old Testament) used this phrase, "last days," to
describe the messianic era.

The Jews of Jesus' day believed that the Messiah would
usher in God’s kingdom. They believed that the Messiah
would bring peace to the world. The writer of Hebrews
reported that Jesus Christ, the Messiah, initiated this new,
long-awaited age. The Jews accepted the Old Testament, but
most rejected Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah.

Our text describes Jesus thusly: "who being the brightness of
His glory and the express image of His person."

The Amplified Bible gives us this translation of Hebrews
1:3:

"He is the sole expression of the glory of God [the Light-
being, the out-raying or radiance of the divine], and He is
the perfect imprint and very image of [God's] nature,
upholding and maintaining and guiding and propelling the
universe by His mighty word of power. When He had by
offering Himself accomplished our cleansing of sins and
riddance of guilt, He sat down at the right hand of the divine
Majesty on high,"

In the Greek, the word "radiance" can describe a reflection of
what is external or of what is internal. With Jesus, both are
true, for His radiance perfectly reveals God’s glory.

Underneath Jesus' human appearance as a Jewish carpenter-
turned-preacher was the glory of God.

Jesus had said to one of His disciples, "... "Don't you know
me, Philip, even after | have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that |
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words |
say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father,
living in me, who is doing his work."

(John 14:9-10 New International Version)

JESUS DOES MORE THAN MERELY REFLECT
GOD, HE IS GOD!

"Let this same attitude and purpose and [humble] mind be in
you which was in Christ Jesus: [Let Him be your example in
humility:] Who, although being essentially one with God and
in the form of God [possessing the fullness of the attributes
which make God God], did not think this equality with God
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was a thing to be eagerly grasped or retained, But stripped
Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity], so as to
assume the guise of a servant [slave), in that He became like
men and was born a human being.

And after He had appeared in human form, He abased and
humbled Himself [still further] and carried His obedience to
the extreme of death, even the death of the cross! Therefore
[because He stooped so low] God has highly exalted Him
and has freely bestowed on Him the name that is above every
name, That in [at) the name of Jesus every knee should
[must) bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, And
every tongue [frankly and openly] confess and acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father." (Philippians 2:5-11 Amplified Bible)

"[The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of
the control and the dominion of darkness and has
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, In
Whom we have our redemption through His blood, [which
means] the forgiveness of our sins.

[Now] He is the exact likeness of the unseen God [the visible
representation of the invisible]; He is the Firstborn of all
creation. For it was in Him that all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, things seen and things unseen, whether
thrones, dominions, rulers, or authorities; all things were
created and exist through Him [by His service, intervention]
and in and for Him.

And He Himself existed before all things, and in Him all
things consist (cohere, are held together).

He also is the Head of [His] body, the church; seeing He is
the Beginning, the Firstborn from among the dead, so that
He alone in everything and in every respect might occupy the
chief place [stand first and be preeminent].

For it has pleased [the Father] that all the divine fullness
(the sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and
attributes) should dwell in Him permanently."

(Colossians 1:13-19 Amplified Bible)

The message of our text is very clear! In the past, God spoke
through prophets moved by the Holy Spirit. Now, in these
last times, God has revealed Himself in the person of Jesus
Christ who is the final revelation of God to mortal man.

The nation of Israel rejected Jesus! "Pilate said to them,
“What then shall | do with Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!”

Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?”
But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let Him be
crucified!”

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather
that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands
before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of
this just Person. You see to it.”

And all the people answered and said, ““His blood be on us
and on our children.”" (Matthew 27:22-25)

"So see to it that you do not reject Him or refuse to listen to

and heed Him Who is speaking [to you now]. For if they [the
Israelites] did not escape when they refused to listen and
heed Him Who warned and divinely instructed them [here]
on earth [revealing with heavenly warnings His will], how
much less shall we escape if we reject and turn our backs on
Him Who cautions and admonishes [us] from

heaven?" (Hebrews 12:25 Amplified Bible)

The supreme demand of our text demands that every man
and women must do something with Jesus...either accept
Him as the divine Son of God, Savior and Redeemer...or
reject Him and forfeit all expectation of ever going to
heaven!

"And Jesus went on with His disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way He asked His disciples,
Who do people say that | am?

And they answered [Him], John the Baptist; and others
[say], Elijah; but others, one of the prophets.

And He asked them, But who do you yourselves say that |
am? Peter replied to Him, You are the Christ (the Messiah,
the Anointed One)." (Mark 8:27-29 Amplified Bible)

The song writer penned these words:
"Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall,
Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all;
Hearken! what meaneth the sudden call?
What will you do with Jesus?

What will you do with Jesus?

Neutral you cannot be;

Someday your heart will be asking,

13 I
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