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Fo - (=Let no one say when he is

tempted, "l am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted
by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone(=12 * < &

(2 o <=l affirm with
Chrysostom, the early church Father, that the solution to this
issue is that Jesus is here not speaking of logic or theology
but of a heart desire and inclination that cause a believer to

Christianity in Overalls

How To Handle Temptation

want to avoid the danger and trouble sin creates. It is the
expression of the redeemed soul that so despises and fears
sin that it wants to escape all prospects of falling into it,
choosing to avoid rather than have to defeat temptation(=
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common to everyone. God is faithful, and He will not let you
be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing He will
also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure
it(=! <&t
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=Do not enter the path of the wicked,

And do not walk in the way of evil.

Avoid it, do not travel on it;

Turn away from it and pass on.

For they do not sleep unless they have done evil;
And their sleep is taken away unless they make someone
fall.

For they eat the bread of wickedness,

And drink the wine of violence.

But the path of the just is like the shining sun,
That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.
The way of the wicked is like darkness;

They do not know what makes them stumble.
My son, give attention to my words;

Incline your ear to my sayings.

Do not let them depart from your eyes;

Keep them in the midst of your heart;

For they are life to those who find them,

And health to all their flesh.

Keep your heart with all diligence,

For out of it spring the issues of life.

Put away from you a deceitful mouth,

And put perverse lips far from you.

Let your eyes look straight ahead,

And your eyelids look right before you.
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Ponder the path of your feet,

And let all your ways be established.
Do not turn to the right or the left;
Remove your foot from evil(=

=My son, pay attention to my wisdom;

Lend your ear to my understanding,

That you may preserve discretion,

And your lips may keep knowledge.

For the lips of an immoral woman drip honey,
And her mouth is smoother than oil;

But in the end she is bitter as wormwood,

Sharp as a two-edged sword.

Her feet go down to death,

Her steps lay hold of hell.

Lest you ponder her path of life—

Her ways are unstable;

You do not know them.

Therefore hear me now, my children,

And do not depart from the words of my mouth.
Remove your way far from her,

And do not go near the door of her house,

Lest you give your honor to others,

And your years to the cruel one;

Lest aliens be filled with your wealth,

And your labors go to the house of a foreigner;
And you mourn at last,

When your flesh and your body are consumed,
And say:

“How | have hated instruction,

And my heart despised correction!

I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers,

Nor inclined my ear to those who instructed me!
I was on the verge of total ruin,

In the midst of the assembly and congregation.”
Drink water from your own cistern,

And running water from your own well.

Should your fountains be dispersed abroad,
Streams of water in the streets?

Let them be only your own,

And not for strangers with you.

Let your fountain be blessed,

And rejoice with the wife of your youth.

As a loving deer and a graceful doe,

Let her breasts satisfy you at all times;

And always be enraptured with her love.

For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral
woman,

And be embraced in the arms of a seductress?
For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD,
And He ponders all his paths.

His own iniquities entrap the wicked man,

And he is caught in the cords of his sin.

He shall die for lack of instruction,

And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray(=
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=Abstain from evil [shrink from it and keep aloof from it] in
whatever form or whatever kind it may be(=
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=Now these things are examples (warnings and admonitions)
for us not to desire or crave or covet or lust after evil and
carnal things as they did.=
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=But every person is tempted when he is drawn away, enticed
and baited by his own evil desire (lust, passions). Then the
evil desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin,
when it is fully matured, brings forth death. Do not be
misled, my beloved brethren(=
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=How shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed
and keeping watch [on himself] according to Your word
[conforming his life to it]. With my whole heart have |
sought You, inquiring for and of You and yearning for You;
Oh, let me not wander or step aside [either in ignorance or
willfully] from Your commandments(=
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=Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him(=12 * < H#

=The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of
judgment to be punished:='H9  H< #

This whole matter of TEMPTATION started in the very
first page of our Bible!

=Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the
field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the
woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every
tree of the garden’?”” And the woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has
said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die.””

Then the serpent said to the woman, ““You will not surely
die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to

her husband with her, and he ate.= 13 & #
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=For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good

and evil(=) - 3
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In temptations...Satan works from without to within.
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=Do not love the world or the things of the world. If anyone

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all

that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,

and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world.
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who
does the will of God abides forever(=! 2 H< ™ O
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any man be in Christ, he is a new creation(=
IH < Ot

-+ > 3 *

* _ > 2

) e -

( =For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one
another, so that you do not do the things that you
wish(=13 <O

=For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold
under sin. For what | am doing, | do not understand. For
what | will to do, that | do not practice; but what I hate, that
I do. If, then, | do what | will not to do, | agree with the law
that it is good. But now, it is no longer | who do it, but sin
that dwells in me. For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how
to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that |
will to do, | do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that |
practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer |
who do it, but sin that dwells in me. | find then a law, that
evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For |
delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But |
see another law in my members, warring against the law of
my mind, and bringing me in captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members. O wretched man that | am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? | thank God--through
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind | myself serve
the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin(=
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=Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in
the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having
put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod
your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above
all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to
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quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God; praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints-=
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Jesus was tempted, but without failure or sin!

=Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and
forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the
tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread.”

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God.””

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the
pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,” and, ‘In their
hands they shall bear you up,

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.
Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt
the LORD your God.””

Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high
mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory. And he said to Him, ““All these things | will
give You if You will fall down and worship me.”

Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is
written, “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him
only you shall serve.””

Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and

ministered to Him(=! "< ¢
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=How shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed
and keeping watch on himself, according to Your word and
conforming his life to it(=
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o1 2= ((Thy Word have I hid in my heart,
that | might not sin against Thee(=
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God, and serve Him only(=

Jesus was tempted by the devil, but He never sinned!
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=Greater is He who is within us, than he who is in the
world(=
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