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Proverbs 2:1-22

"My child, listen to me and treasure my instructions. Tune
your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. Cry
out for insight and understanding. Search for them as you
would for lost money or hidden treasure. Then you will
understand what it means to fear the Lord, and you will gain
knowledge of God. For the Lord grants wisdom!

From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He
grants a treasure of good sense to the godly. He is their
shield, protecting those who walk with integrity. He guards
the paths of justice and protects those who are faithful to
Him.

Then you will understand what is right, just and fair, and
you will know how to find the right course of action every
time. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will
fill you with joy. Wise planning will watch over you.
Understanding will keep you safe.

Wisdom will save you from evil people, from those whose
speech is corrupt. These people turn from right ways to walk
down dark and evil paths. They rejoice in doing wrong, and
they enjoy evil as it turns things upside down. What they do
is crooked, and their ways are wrong.

Wisdom will save you from the immoral woman, from the
flattery of the adulterous woman. She has abandoned her
husband and ignores the covenant she made before God.
Entering her house leads to death; it is the road to hell. The
man who visits her is doomed. He will never reach the paths
of life.

Follow the steps of good men instead, and stay on the paths
of the righteous. For only the upright will live in the land,
and those who have integrity will remain in it. But the
wicked will be removed from the land, and the treacherous
will be destroyed."

LESSON

"Follow the steps of good men instead, and stay on the paths
of the righteous."

In our lesson today, we want to consider the many proverbs
that speak to us about living righteously and enjoying the
benefits of righteous living.

First, let's define the words...righteous, righteousness.

Righteousness, divine and human, forms the warp and woof
of Scripture. Doctrinal and practical righteousness meet us
on almost every page in our Bible.

The imperative need of our day is a right understanding of
righteousness because of its association with the soul's
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relation to God, and also responsibilities to others. It may
help us as we approach a study of the basic doctrine of
"righteousness" to bear in mind that it is a relative term
involving our dealings or relations with others. The simple
idea resident within the word is that of "doing what is right."

Righteousness can be defined as "consistency in every given
position and relation which a creature occupies in regard to
others."

God is righteous, and as such, demands righteousness, for
without it there can be no possible fellowship between the
Creator and His creatures. God always acts rightly, in perfect
harmony with His nature in all His actions. This truth should
bring great comfort to our mind and heart knowing that God
doeth all things well and always for our good.

Man has no righteousness of his own with which he may
meet the righteous and inexorable demands of God. "The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;
who can know it?" (Jeremiah 17:9)

"But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and
our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. And there
is no one who calls on Your name, who stirs himself up to
take hold of You; for You have hidden Your face from us,
and have consumed us because of our iniquities."

(Isaiah 64:6-7)

"And He (Jesus) said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles
a man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come
from within and defile a man." (Mark 7:20-23)

From the above Scriptures, it is evident that the human heart
is desperately wicked and cannot produce righteousness
acceptable to God. It was because of our utter inability to
satisfy the righteous demands of God that He Himself
provided a garment of perfect righteousness.

How arrogant the proud sinner is, when, having no
righteousness of his own, he deliberately and
contemptuously rejects Him who is alone qualified to be his
righteousness. How dreadful is the end of the rejectors of
divine righteousness!

"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
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drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God."

If the sinner is to have a righteousness acceptable to God, it
must be divinely provided. "But of Him you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God--and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption—that, as it
is written, "He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.""

(1 Corinthians 1:30-31)

Christ, on the cross, was made sin for us. Now on the throne
He is the righteousness of God, that is, the perfect expression
of'it.

The kernel of the Gospel is that Christ died for our sins and
was raised again, manifesting thereby God’s work in love
and righteousness for sinners. In the exalted One we have a
marvelous exhibition of the righteousness of God, and in
Him, we have become the righteousness of God.

"For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him." (2
Corinthians 5:21)

In union with Christ by faith, we are, in the sight of God, in
the very Son Himself. From Him, as the Head, life flows into
the members.

Justin Martyr had this truth in mind when he wrote: "What
else could cover our sins but His Righteousness. In whom
could we transgressors be justified but only in the Son of
God. O sweet exchange! O unsearchable contrivance that
the transgressions of many should be hidden in one
righteous Person and the Righteousness of God should
justify many transgressors."

Our righteousness, then, is not something, but Someone,
even Him who possessed Lordship.

Think with me, just for a moment, concerning the whole
matter of IMPUTATION with which Paul deals in his epistle
to the Romans. To impute means to reckon or count to one
something which he, himself, is destitute of. "...Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness..." (James 2:23)

With God, imputation is His gracious act whereby He
accounts righteousness to the believer in Christ, who has
borne the believer's sins in vindication of the law.

The righteousness of God is that righteousness of which He
is the Source and the Owner. It is God’s in a real sense,
divine in quality and character. It is also toward men as from
God, reckoned unto man on the ground of Christ's finished
work on the cross. As a sinner has no righteousness of his
own, he must have a righteousness without works. Thus the
only righteousness for him is the imputed one of God’s in
Christ. God alone is able to justify a guilty sinner, and He
alone can impute righteousness to one who is destitute of it.

Divine righteousness can only become ours by faith.
Righteousness must be accepted as a divine gift.

"For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to
boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture
say? ““Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness.”” Now to him who works, the wages are
not counted as grace but as debt. But to him who does not
work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is accounted for righteousness, just as David also describes
the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes
righteousness apart from works:

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered;

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute

sin.”" (Romans 4:2-8)

It is essential to exhibit practical righteousness in
everyday life. We deceive ourselves if we deem ourselves
righteous yet fail to manifest righteousness in our daily life...
in word and deed and thought. It is not doing righteousness
that makes us righteous! Our standing before God is
revealed in our state among men. When John urged the
saints to do righteousness, he meant them to live that
righteous life ever resulting from salvation.

"Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. He who
sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has
been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him;
and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. In this
the children of God and the children of the devil are
manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of
God, nor is he who does not love his brother."

(1 John 3:7-10)

To be righteous is simply to be right and do right toward
God and man. The word "righteous" means equitable,
upright, free from wrong. But where can we learn this
practical righteousness, or the full extent of our obligation
Godward and manward? How can God supply us with
motive and power to act rightly in all things, at all times and
in all relations? In these matters, as in all others, we must
turn to Scripture for satisfactory answers.

Wherever life's duties and responsibilities are unfolded, we
are always directed to Christ as the grand and constraining
motive. As to the power by which practical righteousness
can be effected, we know that the Holy Spirit alone can
transform position into practice.

"Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith,
love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart." (2 Timothy 2:22)

Oh! What blessings fill the lives of those who seek to live
righteously and Godly in this present world. The righteous
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are blessed with prosperity. "Say ye to the righteous, that it
shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their
doings." (Isaiah 3:10)

The righteous are surrounded with divine favor. "For thou,
LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favor wilt thou compass
him as with a shield." (Psalm 5:12)

The righteous enjoy peace, quietness and assurance. "And
the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever."

(Isaiah 32:17)

The righteous experience deliverance from affliction. "Many
are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth
him out of them all." (Psalm 34:19)

Proverbs 10:6
"The godly are showered with blessings; evil people cover
up their harmful intentions."

Proverbs 10:22
"The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich, and he adds
no sorrow with it."

Proverbs 11:8
"God rescues the godly from danger, but He lets the wicked
fall into trouble."

Proverbs 11:19
"Godly people find life; evil people find death."

Proverbs 11:23
"The godly can look forward to happiness, while the wicked
can expect only wrath."

Proverbs 11:30
"The godly are like trees that bear life-giving fruit, and those
who save lives are wise."

Proverbs 12:21 (Amplified Bible)

"No [actual] evil, misfortune, or calamity shall come upon
the righteous, but the wicked shall be filled with evil,
misfortune, and calamity."

Proverbs 12:13 (Amplified Bible)

"The wicked is [dangerously] snared by the transgression of
his lips, but the [uncompromisingly] righteous shall come
out of trouble."

Proverbs 12:17 (Amplified Bible)

"He who breathes out truth shows forth righteousness
(uprightness and right standing with God), but a false
witness utters deceit."

Proverbs 12:28 (Amplified Bible)

"Life is in the way of righteousness (moral and spiritual
rectitude in every area and relation), and in its pathway
there is no death but immortality (perpetual, eternal life)."

Proverbs 13:6 (Amplified Bible)
"Righteousness (rightness and justice in every area and

relation) guards him who is upright in the way, but
wickedness plunges into sin and overthrows the sinner."

Proverbs 13:9 (Amplified Bible)

"The light of the [uncompromisingly] righteous [is within
him--it grows brighter and] rejoices, but the lamp of the
wicked [furnishes only a derived, temporary light and] shall
be put out shortly."

Proverbs 15:29 (Amplified Bible)

"The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of
the [consistently] righteous (the upright, in right standing
with Him)."

Proverbs 16:3 (Amplified Bible)

"Roll your works upon the Lord [commit and trust them
wholly to Him; He will cause your thoughts to become
agreeable to His will, and] so shall your plans be
established and succeed."

Proverbs 18:10 (Amplified Bible)

"The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the [consistently]
righteous man [upright and in right standing with God] runs
into it and is safe, high [above evil] and strong."

2 Chronicles 16:9

"For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them
whose heart is perfect toward him..."

Psalm 34:9, 10, 15, 17)

"O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them
that fear him. "

"The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that
seek the LORD shall not want any good thing." "The eyes of
the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open
unto their cry."

"The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth
them out of all their troubles."

Psalm 84:11

"For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them
that walk uprightly."

Proverbs 21:21 (Amplified Bible)

"He who earnestly seeks after and craves righteousness,
mercy, and loving-kindness will find life in addition to
righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God) and
honor."

Listen to the words of Jesus!

Matthew 5:6 (Amplified Bible)

"Blessed and fortunate and happy and spiritually prosperous
(in that state in which the born-again child of God enjoys
His favor and salvation) are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness (uprightness and right standing with God) for
they shall be completely satisfied."
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Again the words of Jesus!

Matthew 6:33 (Amplified Bible)

"But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom
and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right),
and then all these things taken together will be given you
besides."

Proverbs 22:4 (Amplified Bible)
"The reward of humility and the reverent and worshipful fear
of the Lord is riches and honor and life."

Proverbs 28:14 (Amplified Bible)

"Blessed, (happy, fortunate, and to be envied) is the man
who reverently and worshipfully fears [the Lord] at all times
[regardless of circumstances], but he who hardens his heart
will fall into calamity."

In the passage that we quoted in our text, Solomon says:
"For the Lord grants wisdom! From His mouth come
knowledge and understanding. He grants a treasure of good
sense to the godly. He is their shield, protecting those who
walk with integrity. He guards the paths of justice and
protects those who are faithful to Him. Then you will
understand what is right, just, and fair, and you will know
how to find the right course of action every time."

We have learned that righteousness is the result of being
righteous. Because we have been deeply affected spiritually
when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the garden, our
hearts are desperately wicked. We have no righteousness of
our own, for our righteousness is as filthy rags in the sight of
God.

"Therefore, as sin came into the world through one man, and
death as the result of sin, so death spread to all men, [no one
being able to stop it or escape its power] because all men
sinned." (Romans 5:12 Amplified Bible)

"For if because of one man's trespass (lapse, offense) death
reigned through that one, much more surely will those who
receive [God’s] overflowing grace (unmerited favor) and the
free gift of righteousness [putting them into right standing
with Himself] reign as kings in life through the one Man
Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One)."

(Romans 5:17 Amplified Bible)

When we review the various proverbs that speak of the
benefits of living a righteous life, it gives us every reason to
live our Christian faith out in every aspect of our lives. The
righteous...

blessed with prosperity!

surrounded by divine favor!

enjoy peace, quietness and assurance!

experience deliverance from affliction!

is rescued from danger!

can look forward to happiness!

protected from evil, misfortune and calamity!

know that God hears and answers their prayers!

know that the eyes of the Lord are always
beholding them and watching over them!

know that the Lord will deliver them out of all their
troubles!

know that as they seek to live righteously that God
will fully satisfy them with His favor and blessing!
find life abundantly and eternally!

Think of some of the promises that the righteous will enjoy
for time and eternity...

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:..."
(John 3:36)

"Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father..." (Matthew 13:43)

"And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto you, There
is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake,
and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in
this time, houses and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to
come eternal life." (Mark 10:29-30)

"Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place
for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye
may be also." (John 14:1-3)

"Can anything ever separate us from Christ's love? Does it
mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity,
or are persecuted, or hungry or cold or are killed every day;
we are being slaughtered like sheep.” No, despite all these
things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who
loved us. And | am convinced that nothing can separate us
from His love..." (Romans 8:35-38)
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