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Jude 3  
 
"Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you 
concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to 
write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints."  
 

2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:4  
 
"But you must continue in the things which you have learned 
and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned 
them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.  
I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in 
season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears 
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables."  
 

LESSON  
 
In our last lesson from the above quoted passage from Jude, 

we considered the problem of false teachers, who, down 

through redemptive history, have tried to lead people away 

from the truth through their false teachings.  
 
It was the infiltration of false teachers that caused Jude to 

write his short letter of warning...a warning that was sent out 

to the churches of early Christianity.  
 
Our interest today is to learn what Jude meant when he said 

that we as believers must earnestly contend for the faith 

which was once delivered to the saints.  
 
We have asked the question...What was the faith of the New 

Testament Christians? What exactly was it that they believed 

that marked them as followers of Christ? What was the core 

of truth which made up the early Christian's faith? It is these 

truths that Jude says we must agonizingly contend for and 

defend with all our might!  
 
In order to answer these questions, we must let the Bible 

speak for itself, thus our lesson today will contain dozens of 

Scripture references to support the truth of our Christian 

faith.  
 
THE FAITH WHICH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO 

THE SAINTS…here is the Biblical answer! 

The very first words of our Bible speak of God who created 

the world "In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." (Genesis 1:1)  
 
The study of God as He is revealed in Scripture is supremely 

important because there is a sense in which every other 

doctrine refers to Him. Everywhere the Bible speaks in the 

name and authority of God and assumes that there is a 

consciousness of God within the human soul that will 

recognize and respond to His claims.  
 
Paul writes in Romans 1:18 through 25 these words: "For 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of 
God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For 
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did 
not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile 
in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like 
corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and 
creeping things.  
Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts 
of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 
who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever. Amen." (Romans 1:18-25)  
 
"The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt 
are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none 
that doeth good." (Psalm 53:1)  
 
"He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso 
walketh wisely, he shall be delivered." (Proverbs 28:26)  
 
If man does not know God, his ignorance is culpable seeing 

that ample evidence of His existence is available. "The 
heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows 
His handiwork." (Psalm 19:1)  
 
If there is no God, then there is neither right nor wrong, and 

human action is neither good nor bad. Atheism (no belief in 

God) leaves human society without a basis for order and 

human government without foundation.  
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Charles Darwin, father of the unproven theory of evolution, 

was a committed Christian before he became an avowed 

influence, and wrote an impressive account of the influence 

of the Gospel in missionary lands he had visited. He died 

rejecting faith in a future state. Here is his sad confession 

before he died:  

"Disbelief crept over me at a very slow rate and at last was 
complete. I am like a man who has become colorblind. 
Though once capable of wonder, admiration and devotion in 
the presence of the works of God, now, not even the grandest 
scene could cause any such convictions and feelings to rise 
in my mind. For myself I do not believe that there has ever 
been any revelation."  
 
Think of the intellectual absurdity of atheism: Creation 

without a Creator; Design with no Designer; the universe 

without a Ruler; morality without any basis of authority; 

iniquity without any adequate restraint; death without any 

hope hereafter!  
 
Atheism stands condemned by its fruits! The 1787 French 

Revolution, the testimonies of avowed atheists like Voltaire, 

Paine, Goethe, Hume and others, the bloodshed and bondage 

following in the wake of communism alike testify to the 

hollowness of heartlessness of the denial of God’s existence.  
 
OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH STANDS FIRMLY ON THE 

BELIEF IN GOD ALMIGHTY, CREATOR OF THE 

UNIVERSE who is eternal, having neither beginning nor 

end, who is omnipotent, self-sufficient, omniscience, 

omnipresent, and has all wisdom.  
 
The God of the Bible is the Creator of the universe! And this 

God has revealed Himself bodily in the person of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. "In the beginning was the Word (Christ), and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, 
and without Him nothing was made that was made."  
(John 1:1-3)  
 
"He (Christ) has delivered us from the power of darkness 
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in 
whom we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were 
created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 

And He is before all things, and in Him all things 
consist." (Colossians 1:13-17)  
 
"God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in 
time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last 
days spoken to us by His Son, whom he has appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds;" (Hebrews 1:1-2)  
 
THE FAITH OF THE ANCIENT SAINTS was a faith in the 

Biblical account of creation. "By faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things 
which are seen were not made of things which are 
visible." (Hebrews 11:3)  
 
God’s Word is true…evolution is a lie!  
 
Co-holder of the 1945 Nobel Prize for developing penicillin, 

Sir Ernest Chain, has recently stated: "To postulate that the 
development and survival of the fittest is entirely a 
consequence of chance mutations seems to me a hypothesis 
based on no evidence and irreconcilable with the facts. 
These classical evolutionary theories are a gross 
oversimplification of an immensely complex and intricate 
mass of facts, and it amazes me that they are swallowed so 
uncritically and readily, and for such a long time, by so 
many scientists without a murmur of protest."  
 
Dr. Etheridge, world-famous paleontologist of the British 

Museum, has remarked:  

"Nine-tenths of the talk of evolutionists is sheer nonsense, 
not founded on observation and wholly unsupported by facts. 
This museum is full of proofs of the utter falsity of their 
views. In all this great museum, there is not a particle of 
evidence of the transmutation of species."  
 
Thus far, we have observed that the faith that was once for 

all delivered to the saints included belief in the God of the 

Bible as the Creator of this world, and who has revealed 

Himself bodily in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Paul writes: "Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider 
it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 
the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point 
of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has 
highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father." (Philippians 2:5-11)  
 
"The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 
We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14)  
 
The Incarnation, this mysterious miracle at the heart of 

historic Christianity, is central in the New Testament 

witness.  
 
A crucial event for the church's confession of the doctrine of 

the Incarnation came at the Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 

451), when the church countered both the Nestorian idea that 

Jesus was two personalities--the Son of God and man--under 

one skin, and the Eutychian idea that Jesus' divinity had 

swallowed up His humanity. Rejecting both, the council 

affirmed that Jesus is one divine-human person in two 
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natures (i.e., with two sets of capacities for experience, 

expression, reaction, and action); and that the two natures are 

united in His personal being without mixture, confusion, 

separation, or division; and that each nature retained its own 

attributes. In other words, all the qualities and powers that 

are in us, as well as all the qualities and powers that are in 

God, were, are, and ever will be really and distinguishably 

present in the one person of the Man from Galilee.  
 
Jesus Christ, God’s Messiah, the Spirit-anointed son of 

David, promised in the Old Testament. "But when the 
fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, 
Father!"" (Galatians 4:4-6)  
 
"Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 
separated to the gospel of God which He promised before 
through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead." (Romans 1:1-4)  
 
The New Testament forbids worship of angels, but 

commands worship of Jesus and focuses consistently on the 

divine-human Savior and Lord as the proper object of faith, 

hope, and love here and now. Religion that lacks these 

emphases is not Christianity.  
 
Our Christian faith holds firmly to the belief that Jesus Christ 

was the divine Son of God who was God in human flesh. 

Jesus came into this world to become the sacrifice for the 

sins of mankind. "For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved." (John 3:16-17)  
 
"But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, 
with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of 
goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes 
of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the 
purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God." (Hebrews 9:11-14)  
 
Jesus Christ came into this world through a divine miracle. 

"Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin's name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said 

to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; 
blessed are you among women!"  
But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and 
considered what manner of greeting this was. Then the angel 
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and 
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David." (Luke 1:26-32)  
 
The superb structure of the life and character of our Lord, 

has, as its immovable and only foundation, His virgin birth. 

Doctrinally, it must be stated that the belief in the virgin 

birth of Christ is of the highest value for the right 

apprehension of Christ's unique and sinless personality.  
 
Here is One, as Paul brings out in Romans 5:12, who, free 

from sin Himself, and not involved in the Adamic liabilities 

of the race, reverses the curse of sin and death brought in by 

the first Adam, and establishes the reign of righteousness and 

life. Had Christ been naturally born, not one of these things 

could be affirmed by Him. As one of Adam's race not an 

entrant from a higher sphere, He would have shared in 

Adam's corruption and doom--would Himself have required 

to be redeemed. Through God’s infinite mercy, He came 

from above, inherited no guilt, needed not regeneration or 

sanctification, but became Himself the Redeemer and 

Sanctifier for all who receive Him!  
 
Jesus Christ, the Promised Messiah, lived and ministered on 

this earth for a little over thirty years. His public ministry 

consisted of teaching, healing the sick, raising the dead, 

stilling the storm, and a multitude of miracles. The religious 

leaders of His day arranged for His crucifixion.  
 
After His resurrection, Peter addressed a crowd that gathered 

at the healing of the lame man in front of the temple, with 

these words: "Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, "Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: If we this 
day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by 
what means he has been made well, let it be known to you 
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, by Him this man stands before you 
whole." (Acts 4:8-10)  
 
Jesus Christ was crucified, His body placed in a borrowed 

tomb, and on the third day, He rose again from the dead! 
 
"Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received and in which you 
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word 
which I preached to you--unless you believed in vain. For I 
delivered to you first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures." (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)  
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"But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man 
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive." (1 Corinthians 15:20-22) 
 
"These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you 
shortly; but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know 
how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness:  
God was manifested in the flesh,  
Justified in the Spirit,  
Seen by angels,  
Preached among the Gentiles,  
Believed on in the world,  
Received up in glory." (1 Timothy 3:14-16)  
 
After His resurrection, Jesus Christ ascended back to heaven.  
 
"Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, 
He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their 
sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as 
He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 
saw Him go into heaven."" (Acts 1:9-11)  
 
Jesus Christ ascended back to heaven where He now is our 

Great High Priest!  
 
"Seeing then that we have a Great High Priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest 
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need."  
(Hebrews 4:14-16)  
 
Jesus Christ is coming again to this earth to take His Church 

to heaven to ever be with Him.  
 
"But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who 
have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord 
will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the 
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these 
words." (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)  

So, the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints 

stands firmly on the proclaimed truths of Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God, who was born of the virgin Mary, conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, lived a sinless life, died on the cross as 

man's substitute sacrifice for sins, was buried in a grave, rose 

on the third day, ascended back into heaven where He ever 

liveth to intercede as our Great High Priest, and will come 

again to this earth to take His Church, the believers, back to 

heaven to live forever with Him. Our foundation for these 

eternal truths is the Word of God!  
 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work."  
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
 
"For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh but made alive by the Spirit," (1 Peter 3:18)  
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