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Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

"To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose
under heaven:

A time to be born, And a time to die;

A time to plant, And a time to pluck what is planted;

A time to kill, And a time to heal;

A time to break down, And a time to build up;

A time to weep, And a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, And a time to dance;

A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing;
A time to gain, And a time to lose;

A time to keep, And a time to throw away;

A time to tear, And a time to sew;

A time to keep silence, And a time to speak;

A time to love, And a time to hate;

A time of war, And a time of peace.

What profit has the worker from that in which he labors?

I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men
are to be occupied. He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no
one can find out the work that God does from beginning to
end."

LESSON

We have accepted the belief that Solomon wrote this very
fascinating book, a position held by most ancient Hebrew
scholars and most conservative theologians. We have
observed in our recent studies that Solomon had started his
forty-year reign as king of Israel, son of David, with a rich
and wonderful gift from God--great wisdom, honor and
wealth. "So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the
earth in riches and wisdom." (1 Kings 10:23)

"But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as
the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites--from the
nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel,
"You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you.
Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods."
Solomon clung to these in love." "Solomon did evil in the
sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did
his father David." "So the LORD became angry with
Solomon, because his heart had turned from the LORD God
of Israel, who had appeared to him twice." (1 Kings 11)

I am not aware that there is any indication that Solomon ever
repented of his sin in disobeying God. Therefore, we can
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only conclude that his closing years of life were lived in his
continued sin and his relationship with God almost non-
existent. But no matter how far we wander from God, we can
never get Him out of our thoughts and mind. Our verse in the
text says: "...He has put eternity in our hearts..."

In the passage we have chosen as our text today, Solomon is
pondering one of the most profound and deepest thoughts
about God. He says: "...no man can find out the work that
God does from beginning to end." In the opening verses of
Chapter 3, Solomon describes the various events of life and
the happenings in the world in which we live. There is birth
and death, laughter and tears, war and peace, planting and
harvest, silence and speaking, gain and loss, casting away
and gathering, breaking down and building up...and in all
these events and situations, God is at work. There is nothing
that happens by chance. "To everything there is a season, a
time for every purpose under the sun."

There is a theological word that is seldom used in our
vocabulary today. It is the word, PROVIDENCE. In using
this word we are saying that God is continually involved
with all created things in such a way that He

(1) keeps them existing and maintaining the properties with
which He created them;

(2) cooperates with created things in every action, directing
their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do;
and

(3) directs them to fulfill His purposes.

God is completely in charge of His world. His hand may be
hidden, but His rule is absolute. PROVIDENCE is God’s
own act by which He orders all events in creation, nature,
and history, so that the ends for which God created them will
be in due time realized. It is faith in providence that enables
Christians to pray that God will carry them through hazards,
care for them, and be present to them amid ordinary and
extraordinary human struggles. Without God’s providing, the
act of praying would be absurd.

Belief in God’s providential care of His creatures and His
world affords us unspeakable consolation, since we are
taught thereby that nothing can befall us by chance, but by
the direction of our most gracious and Heavenly Father, who
watches over us with a paternal care, keeping all creatures so
under His power that not a hair of our head (for they are all
numbered by God), nor a sparrow, can fall to the ground,
without the will of our Father, in whom we do entirely trust.

The Bible clearly teaches God’s providential control over the
universe at large. "The Lord has established His throne in
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heaven, and His kingdom, rules over all." (Psalm 103:19)

"For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His
kingdom is from generation to generation. All the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does
according to His will in the army of heaven And among the
inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or
say to Him, "What have You done?"" (Daniel 4:34b-35)

"In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all
things according to the counsel of His will." (Ephesians
1:11)

The Bible clearly teaches God’s providential control over the
physical world.

"At this also my heart trembles, And leaps from its place.
Hear attentively the thunder of His voice,

And the rumbling that comes from His mouth.

He sends it forth under the whole heaven,

His lightning to the ends of the earth.

After it a voice roars; He thunders with His majestic voice,
And He does not restrain them when His voice is heard.
God thunders marvelously with His voice;

He does great things which we cannot comprehend.

For He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth’;

Likewise to the gentle rain and the heavy rain of His
strength.

He seals the hand of every man, That all men may know His
work. The beasts go into dens, And remain in their lairs.
From the chamber of the south comes the whirlwind, And
cold from the scattering winds of the north. By the breath of
God ice is given, And the broad waters are frozen. Also with
moisture He saturates the thick clouds; He scatters His
bright clouds. And they swirl about, being turned by His
guidance, That they may do whatever He commands them
On the face of the whole earth." (Job 37: 1-12)

This entire chapter continues with an awesome description of
the works of God in His creation. All characteristics of the
divine life work together in the providential ordering of
creation. The will of God determines the end for which
providential means are fashioned. God’s all-wise knowing
understands, foresees, and grasps the appropriate relation of
means to ends in right ordering of creation, God’s
incomparable power ensures the execution of the intent of
the divine will.

The Bible clearly teaches God’s providential control over the
affairs of the nations.

"He makes nations great, and destroys them; He enlarges
nations, and guides them. He takes away the understanding
of the chiefs of the people of the earth, and makes them
wander in a pathless wilderness." (Job 12:23-24)

"He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the
nations." (Psalm 66:7a)

The Bible clearly teaches God’s providential control over the
outward success and failures of men's lives.

"For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the
west nor from the south. But, God is the Judge: He puts
down one, and exalts another." (Psalm 75:6-7)

"He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the
proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has put down
the mighty from their thrones, and exalted the lowly. He has
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent
away empty." (Luke 1:51-53)

It is amazing to see the extent to which Scripture affirms
that God brings about various events in our lives. God
plans our days before we are born. "In Your book were
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there was none of them." (Psalm 139:16b)

Job says that man's "days are determined and the number of
his months is with You, and You have appointed his bounds
that he cannot pass." (Job 14:5)

"Before | formed you in the womb | knew you and before you
were born, | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet to
the nations." (Jeremiah 1:5)

All our actions are under God’s providential care, for "in
Him we live and move and have our being." (Acts 17:28a)

All our talents and abilities are from the Lord, for Paul can
ask the Corinthians, "What have you that you did not
receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if it
were not a gift." (1 Corinthians 4:7b)

God’s providential work extends to all aspects of our
lives. Our words, our steps, our movements, our hearts, and
our abilities are all from the Lord.

There is no such thing as LUCK or CHANCE. All things
come to pass by God’s wise providence. This means that we
should adopt a much more ‘personal’ understanding of the
universe and the events in it. The universe is not governed by
impersonal fate or luck, but by a personal God. Nothing "just
happens" for we should see God’s hand in events throughout
the day, causing all things to work together for good for
those who love Him.

There is a very interesting story found in 1 Samuel which
illustrates the truth of our lesson today. The Book of First
Samuel begins with the story of the birth of Samuel, the
prophet. In chapter four, we are told that Israel went to battle
against the Philistines and suffered a great loss. Four
thousand men died in that battle and Israel returned home
defeated. They decided the reason for their defeat was
caused by the absence of the Ark of the Covenant, the most
sacred item in Israel's religion. This sacred item was housed
in Shiloh, so they sent for it and decided to again attack the
Philistines.
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Chapter 4, verse 5 says: "And when the Ark of the Covenant
of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly
that the earth shook." When the Philistines heard the loud
sound, they were struck with fear. They said. "God has come
into the camp!" The Israelites attacked with their sacred Ark
but the battle went against them and the loss of thirty
thousand soldiers was a crushing blow. Also, the Ark of the
Covenant was captured, and the sons of Eli, the High Priest,
were slain. When the messenger returned to Shiloh with the
sad news, Eli fell off his chair and died of a broken neck.
The wife of Phinehas, the son of Eli, died from the shock of
the news. But in her death, she gave birth to a son who was
named, ICHABOD which means, "The glory hath departed."

Chapter 5 begins: "Then the Philistines took the Ark of God
and brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod." Philistine was
ruled by five kings, each one in charge of one city. The
names of these cities are mentioned in chapter 6, verse 17:
Ashdod, Gaza, Gath, Ashkelon and Ekron. When the ark
arrived in each of these cities, the people were struck with
tumors and the city became infested with rats! When the Ark
was placed in the Temple of Dagon, the God of the
Philistines, the idol fell on its face and was shattered into
bits. Chapter 5, verse 11 reads: "So they sent and gathered
together all the Lords of the Philistines, and said, "Send
away the Ark of the God of Israel, and let it go back to its
own place, so that it does not kill us and our people.” For
there was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the
hand of God was very heavy there."

With this decision to return the Ark, it was also decided that
they would send along five golden tumors and five golden
rats as a trespass offering.

Chapter 6, beginning at verse 7, we have details of the plan
by the Philistines to return the ark. "Now therefore, make a
new cart, take two milk cows which have never been yoked,
and hitch the cows to the cart; and take their calves home,
away from them. Then take the Ark of the Lord and set it on
the cart; and put the articles of gold which you are returning
to Him as a trespass offering in a chest by its side. Then send
it away, and let it go. And watch: if it goes up the road to its
own territory, to Beth Shemesh, then He has done us this
great evil. But if not, then we shall know that it is not His
hand that struck us--it happened to us by chance."

Observation! The pagan kings of the Philistines reasoned
that if the presence of the Ark of the Covenant was the
reason for the tumors and rats, they would send it home
pulled by two milk cows which had never been yoked and
were taken from their new born calves. If the cows went
straight to the Israelites at Beth Shemesh, then the God of
Israel was the one responsible for their problem. Naturally,
cows that had never been yoked would struggle with the
yoke and would want to return to their newborn calves. They
concluded that if the cows did not go to Beth Shemesh, then
the whole episode in their cities all happened by chance!

Remember! Our lesson today tells us that God is in charge of
everything that happens in our world and in our lives! Back
to our story! "Then the men did so. They took two milk cows
and hitched them to the cart, and shut up their calves at
home. And they set the Ark of the Lord on the cart, and the
chest with the gold rats and the images of the tumors. Then
the cows headed straight for the road to Beth Shemesh, and
went along the highway, lowing as they went, and did not
turn aside to the right hand or the left. And the Lords of the
Philistines went after them to the border of Beth

Shemesh." (1 Samuel 6:7-12)

THERE IS NO SUCH A THING AS CHANCE!

Our text reads: "He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no
one can find out the work that God does from beginning to
end." (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

A missionary-scholar named Don Richardson wrote an
award-winning book called ETERNITY IN THEIR
HEARTS, based on our text. He presented more than
twenty-five examples of missionaries all over the world who
had discovered cultures completely cut off from Christianity
in which vestiges of truth about God existed.

Paul stated the same truth in Romans 1:18 through 21: "For
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of
God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did
not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile
in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened."

Solomon, the writer of our text, had a wonderful beginning
with God. He started as king of Israel with God’s blessing of
wisdom, honor and riches. But his attraction to foreign
women led Him away from God and his heart became
darkened. He suppressed the truth of God with his
unrighteousness, but he could never get away from the fact
that the God of eternity was the sovereign God of the
universe and events of time were in His hands.

Solomon also observed that the works of God are
mysterious...nobody can figure them out.

The ancient prophet Isaiah wrote of God: "For My thoughts
are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," says the
Lord. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts." (Isaiah 55:8-9)

Since God is wise, believers can assume that God’s
providing is wise. Since God is good, this providing, even
when we fail to recognize it, it is, in some hidden way, good.
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Paul writes in Romans 8:28: "And we know that all things
work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose." When others accuse
God of injustice, the faithful are called to bear patiently with
them, for it is because of the fact that God’s providence is
beyond knowledge and beyond comprehension, and because
to Him alone are our thoughts and actions and the events of
the future known.

Every Bible student will agree that the subject of Divine
Providence is a very difficult truth to grasp. Immediately we
are faced with the question..."If God is totally in charge of
our universe and our lives and He is the sovereign Lord of
everything, then where does the human will and the ability to
make decisions come into this drama between God and man?

One of the historic confessions of our Christian faith is
known as the Westminster Confession dating back to 1643
A.D. In chapter 3, it says: "God from all eternity, did, by the
most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet so, as
thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence
offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or
contingency of second causes taken away, but rather
established."

Here, the balance between God’s sovereignty is upheld and
divine providence established, and the free will of man
maintained. This is one of the most wonderful mysteries of
God...He rules all and all things and actions are under His
sovereign control, yet He does not do violence to the
decision-making freedom and will of man.

God has made us responsible for our actions, which have
real and eternally significant results. God has created us with
the characteristic of being responsible for our decisions. If
we do right and obey God, He will reward us and things will
go well with us both in this age and eternity. If we do wrong
and disobey God, He will discipline and perhaps punish us,
and things will go ill with us.

The doctrine of PROVIDENCE in no way encourages us to
sit back in idleness to await the outcome of certain events.
Solomon emphasized that all events in life have their place
in God’s divine plan. "There is an appointed time for
everything" (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

We must never forget that God is at work weaving the
tapestry of our life. We may not understand the twists and
turns of life's experiences, sometimes laughter and
sometimes pain, sometimes loss and sometimes gain,
sometimes breakage and sometimes healing...but God is at
work from beginning to end!

"Consider the work of God; for who can make straight what
He has made crooked? In the day of prosperity be joyful, but
in the day of adversity consider: surely God has appointed
the one as well as the other." (Ecclesiastes 7:13-14a)

Habakkuk, the old prophet, understood our text:

"Though the fig tree may not blossom,

Nor fruit be on the vines;

Though the labor of the olive may fail,

And the fields yield no food;

Though the flock may be cut off from the fold,

And there be no herd in the stalls—

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD,

I will joy in the God of my salvation." (Habakkuk 3:17-18).

"To everything there is a season, a time .for every purpose
under heaven." (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
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