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1 Corinthians 1:18-25  
 
"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God.  

For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."  

Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 

of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 

through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through 

the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 

believe.  

For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but 

we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block 

and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and wisdom 

of God.  

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men."  
 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5  
 
"And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with 

excellence of speech, or of wisdom declaring to you the 

testimony of God.  

For I determined not to know anything among you except 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, 

in fear, and in much trembling.  

And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive 

words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, 

and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of 

men but in the power of God."  
 

Galatians 6:14  
 
"But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to 

me, and I to the world."  
 

LESSON  
 
The preaching of the cross, the preaching of the death of the 

Lord Jesus Christ on that cross is the very heart and center of 

the Christian gospel and the Christian message.  
 
Every religion and ideology has its visual symbol, which 

illustrates a significant feature of its history or beliefs.  
 
The lotus flower, for example, although it was used by the 

ancient Chinese, Egyptians and Indians, is now particularly 

associated with Buddhism. Because of its wheel shape it is 

thought to depict either the cycle of birth and death or the 

emergence of beauty and harmony out of the muddy waters 

of chaos. Sometimes the Buddha is portrayed as enthroned in 

a fully open lotus flower.  
 
Ancient Judaism avoided visual signs and symbols, for 

fear of infringing the second commandment which prohibits 

the manufacture of images. But modern Judaism has adopted 

the so-called Shield or Star of David, a hexagram formed by 

combining two equilateral triangles. It speaks of God’s 

covenant with David that his throne would be established for 

ever and that the Messiah would be descended from him.  
 
The Marxist hammer and sickle, adopted in 1917 by the 

Soviet government from a nineteenth-century Belgian 

painting, represent industry and agriculture; and they are 

crossed to signify the union of workers and peasants, of 

factory and field.  
 
Christianity, then, is no exception in having a visual symbol. 

The cross was not its earliest, however. Because of the wild 

accusations which were leveled against Christians, and the 

persecution to which they were exposed, they had to be 

circumspect and to avoid flaunting their religion.  
 
Thus the cross, now the universal symbol of Christianity, 

was at first avoided, not only for its direct association with 

Christ, but for its shameful association with the execution of 

a common criminal also.  
 
Probably during the second century, the persecuted 

Christians seem to have preferred to paint biblical themes 

like Noah's ark, Abraham killing the ram instead of Isaac, 

Daniel in the lion's den, his three friends in the fiery furnace, 

Jonah being disgorged by the fish, and others...all these 

symbolic of Christ's redemption, while not being in 

themselves incriminating, since only the instructed would 

have been able to interpret their meaning.  
 
The crucifix (that is, a cross to which a figure of Christ is 

attached) does not appear to have been used before the 

sixth century.  
 
The fact that a cross became the Christian symbol, and that 

Christians stubbornly refused, in spite of the ridicule, to 

discard it in favor of something less offensive, can have only 

one explanation. It means that the centrality of the cross 

originated in the mind of Jesus Himself. It was out of 

loyalty to Him that His followers clung so doggedly to 

this sign or symbol.  
 
History is nailed together! Literally it is! The story of man, 

from its beginning to the present, is so varied and 
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disconnected that it had to be nailed together to give it 

continuity. Since the nail was driven, human history reads 

more smoothly. We do not know the man who drove the 

nails into the hands and feet of Christ, but we can be sure 

that never before or after did he witness such a crucifixion. 

"And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up 

His spirit. Then, behold, the veil in the temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks 

were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of 

the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out 

of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy 

city and appeared to many. So when the centurion and those 

with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and 

the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, 

"Truly this was the Son of God." (Matthew 27:50-54)  
 
For two hundred decades now, men have crawled out of 

every little corner of time to throw rocks at the cross. The 

philosophers have pelted it with laughter, asking its purpose, 

but the cross has answered them in the words of one of its 

great old defenders:  

"...the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 

foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 

God." (1 Corinthians 1:18) The logicians have cried that it is 

too unbelievable to the educated or the wise, and the cross 

has answered again: "Where is the wise? Where is the 

scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God 

made foolish the wisdom of this world?" (1 Corinthians 1:20)  
 
Crosses are not made altogether with rough lumber. 

They are hewn and mortised with indifference and 

insensitivity. There was a cross because Pilate was annoyed 

rather than impressed with Jesus. There was a cross because 

Herod sought political favor. There was a cross because the 

priests would not permit their spiritual sovereignty to be 

given over to Jesus. There was a cross because it was 

always in the plan of God!  
 
Jesus Christ was the Lamb of God slain before the 

foundation of the world! Peter, in his great sermon on the 

day of Pentecost said: "Men of Israel, hear these words: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by 

miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in 

your midst, as you yourselves also know Him, being 

delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of 

God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and 

put to death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains 

of death, because it was not possible that He should be held 

by it." (Acts 2:22-24)   
 
The cross was at the center of Christ's teaching and was 

ever on His mind during His earthly ministry. At 

Caesarea Philippi, Christ turned to His disciples and asked 

this question: "Whom do men say that I am?" When Christ 

made the question personal..."Whom say ye that I am?"...

Peter stepped forward and said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son 

of the living God." Immediately following that answer by 

Peter, the Scripture reads: "From that time forth began Jesus 

to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief 

priests and scribes and be killed, and be raised again the 

third day. Then Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him, 

saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 

Thee. But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 

Me, Satan: for thou art an offense unto Me: for thou 

savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of 

men." (Matthew 16:21-23)  
 
On another occasion, our Lord went up on to a mountain 

taking Peter, James and John with Him, and there He was 

transfigured before them. Moses and Elijah appeared in spirit 

form and they spoke to Him while the three disciples looked 

on in amazement. Our Bible tells us that they discussed the 

matter of Christ's death soon to take place in Jerusalem.  
 
As Christ and His disciples celebrated the Last Supper 

together, Jesus took the loaf and broke it and said, "This is 

My body which is given for you." He took the cup and said, 

"This cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed 

for you." (Luke 22:19, 20)  
 
Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

gives His life for the sheep." (John 10:11)  
 
Jesus said: "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life." (John 3:14-16)  
 
Paul writes in Romans 5, verses 6 through 11: "When we 

were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly. Scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 

peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being 

now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were 

reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being 

reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. We also, joy in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 

received atonement." (Romans 5:6-11)  
 
2 Corinthians 5:14,15 "The love of Christ constraineth us; 

because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 

dead. And that He died for all, that they which live should 

not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died 

for them, and rose again. " Verse 19 "God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their 

trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word 

of reconciliation." Verse 21 "He hath made Him to be sin for 

us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in Him."  
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When we pause to ponder the message of the cross, there are 

four words which describe the results of Christ's death there 

on that cross two thousand years ago.  
 
FORGIVENESS  

Mankind has broken the divine laws of God and thus needs 

to be forgiven. Man is a sinner and in order to have 

fellowship with his Creator God, man needs forgiveness. Sin 

is rebellion against God. There are five words used in the 

New Testament to describe sin. Sin is missing God’s 

standard of righteousness, it is stepping over a known 

boundary set by God and a disregard or violation of a known 

law.  
 
The problem of forgiveness is constituted by the inevitable 

collision between divine perfection and human rebellion, 

between God as He is and us as we are. The obstacle to 

forgiveness is neither our sin alone, nor guilt alone, but also 

the divine reaction in love and wrath towards guilty sinners. 

For, although indeed God is love, yet we have to remember 

that His love is 'holy love', love which yearns over sinners 

while at the same time refusing to condone their sin. How, 

then, could God express His holy love--His love in forgiving 

sinners without compromising His holiness, and His holiness 

in judging sinners without frustrating His love? Confronted 

by human evil, how could God be true to Himself as holy 

love? At the cross in holy love God through Christ paid 

the full penalty of our disobedience Himself. He bore the 

judgment we deserve in order to bring us the forgiveness 

we do not deserve! On the cross divine mercy and justice 

were equally expressed and eternally reconciled. To 

appreciate the wonder of divine forgiveness, we must 

understand the seriousness of sin.  
 
Every sin is a breach of what Jesus called 'the first and great 

commandment', not just by failing to love God with all our 

being, but by actively refusing to acknowledge and obey 

Him as our Creator and Lord. We have rejected the position 

of dependence which our createdness inevitably involves, 

and made a bid for independence. Worse still, we have dared 

to proclaim our self-dependence, our autonomy, which is to 

claim the position occupied by God alone! Sin is not a 

regrettable lapse from conventional standards; its essence is 

hostility to God, issuing in active rebellion against Him. Sin 

is defiance, arrogance, the desire to be equal with God...the 

assertion of human independence over against God.  
 
To be forgiven of our sin, we must come to God in 

repentance. Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a 

renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and 

walk in obedience to Christ. When we truly repent of our sin 

and put our trust in Jesus Christ who paid the penalty for sin 

on the cross, we experience a new birth, being born again, by 

the Spirit of God.  
 
Repentance, like faith, is an intellectual understanding (that 

sin is wrong), an emotional approval of the teachings of 

Scripture regarding sin (a sorrow for sin and a hatred of it), 

and a personal decision to turn from it (a renouncing of sin 

and a decision of will to forsake it and lead a life of 

obedience to Christ instead).  
 
Scripture puts repentance and faith together as different 

aspects of the one act of coming to Christ for salvation. It is 

not that "a person turns from sin and next trusts in Christ, or 

first trusts in Christ and then turns from sin, but rather that 

both occur at the same time.  
 
FORGIVENESS, REPENTANCE, JUSTIFICATION... 

Forgiveness remits our debts and cancels our liability to 

punishment; justification bestows on us a righteous standing 

before God. Justification is a judicial act of God pardoning 

sinners, accepting them as just, and so putting permanently 

right their previously estranged relationship with Himself. 

The necessary means, or instrumental cause, of justification 

is personal faith in Jesus Christ as crucified Savior and risen 

Lord.  
 
In Romans 4:21-25, Paul was speaking concerning Abraham, 

and he writes: "Fully satisfied and assured that God was 

able and mighty to keep His word to do what He had 

promised. That is why his faith was credited to him as 

righteousness (right standing with God). But [the words], It 

was credited to him, were written for our sakes too. 

[Righteousness, standing acceptable to God] will be granted 

and credited to us also who believe in (trust in, adhere to, 

and rely on) God, Who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

Who was betrayed and put to death because of our misdeeds 

and was raised to secure our justification (our acquittal), 

[making our account balance and absolving us from all guilt 

before God]."  
 
There is one more word that the cross of Christ proclaims...

RECONCILIATION. Paul writes in Romans 5:9-11 these 

words: "Therefore, since we are now justified (acquitted, 

made righteous, and brought into right relationship with 

God) by Christ's blood, how much more [certain is it that] 

we shall be saved by Him from the indignation and wrath of 

God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 

God through the death of His Son, it is much more [certain], 

now that we are reconciled, that we shall be saved (daily, 

delivered from sin's dominion) through His [resurrection] 

life. Not only so, but we also rejoice and exultingly glory in 

God [in His love and perfection] through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through Whom we have now received and enjoy 

[our] reconciliation."  
 
Justification is our legal standing before our Judge in the 

court; reconciliation is our personal relationship with our 

Father in the home. It is only when we have been justified 

by faith that we have peace with God, which is 

reconciliation. By His propitiatory sacrifice on the cross, 

Christ has brought us out of state of enmity with God into 

friendship. The original fellowship that Adam enjoyed with 

God before the fall has been restored. We are now at peace 

with Him. Because Christ took our place in obeying the 
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Father and in suffering for our sins and because He appeased 

the wrath of God that stood against us, so He removed all 

barriers to a restored friendship with Him. We are now in 

harmony with God through the atoning work of Christ on the 

cross.  
 
This is why Paul could write; "For the message of the cross 

is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God." (1 Corinthians 1:18)  
 
Paul observes that both to the cultured Greek and to the 

pious Jew the story that Christianity had to tell sounded like 

the sheerest folly. Paul begins by making free use of two 

quotations from Isaiah to show how mere human wisdom is 

bound to fail. He cites the undeniable fact that for all its 

wisdom the world had never found God and was still blindly 

and gropingly seeking Him. That very search was designed 

by God to show men their own helplessness and so to 

prepare the way for the acceptance of Him who is the one 

true way.  
 
To the Jews that message was a stumbling block. To them it 

was incredible that one who had ended life upon a cross 

could possibly be God’s Chosen One. They pointed to their 

own law which unmistakenly said. "He that is hanged is 

accursed by God." (Deuteronomy 21:23) To the Jew the fact 

of the crucifixion, so far from proving that Jesus was the Son 

of God, disproved it finally. The Jew sought for signs. When 

the golden age of God came he looked for startling 

happenings. But in Jesus they saw One who was meek and 

lowly, One who deliberately avoided the spectacular, One 

who served and who ended on a Cross.  
 
To the Greeks the message of the cross was foolishness. The 

Greeks argued that if God can feel joy and sorrow or anger 

or grief it means that some man has for that moment 

influenced God and therefore greater than He. And the very 

idea of INCARNATION, of God becoming man, was 

revolting to the Greek mind. The Greeks were intoxicated 

with fine words; and to them the Christian preacher with his 

blunt message seemed a crude and uncultured figure, to be 

laughed at and ridiculed rather than to be listened to and 

respected.  
 
"For the story and message of the cross is sheer absurdity 

and folly to those who are perishing and on their way to 

perdition, but to us who are being saved it is the 

manifestation of the power of God. For it is written, I will 

baffle and render useless and destroy the learning of the 

learned and the philosophy of the philosophers and the 

cleverness of the clever and the discernment of the 

discerning: I will frustrate and nullify [them] and bring 

[them] to nothing. Where is the wise man (the philosopher)? 

Where is the scribe? (the scholar)? Where is the 

investigator? (the logician, the debater) of this present time 

and age? Has not God shown up the nonsense and the folly 

of this world's wisdom? For when the world with all its 

earthly wisdom failed to perceive and recognize and know 

God by means of its own philosophy, God in His wisdom was 

pleased through the foolishness of preaching [salvation, 

procured by Christ and to be had through Him), to save 

those who believed (who clung to and trusted in and relied 

on Him). For while the Jews [demandingly] ask for signs 

and miracles and Greeks pursue philosophy and wisdom, we 

preach Christ (the Messiah) crucified, [preaching which] to 

the Jews is a scandal and an offensive stumbling-block [that 

springs a snare or trap], and to the Gentiles it is absurd and 

utterly unphilosophical nonsense, but to those who are 

called, whether Jew or Greek (Gentile), Christ is the power 

of God and the Wisdom of God."   
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