1 Corinthians 1:18-25

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.

For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and
bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."

Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through
the foolishness of the message preached to save those who
believe.

For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom, but
we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block
and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and wisdom
of God.

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men."

1 Corinthians 2:1-5

"And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with
excellence of speech, or of wisdom declaring to you the
testimony of God.

For I determined not to know anything among you except
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness,
in fear, and in much trembling.

And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive
words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit,
and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of
men but in the power of God."

Galatians 6:14

"But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world."”
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The crucifix !
# does not appear to have been used before the
sixth century(
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0* ( It means that the centrality of the cross
originated in the mind of Jesus Himself. It was out of
loyalty to Him that His followers clung so doggedly to
this sign or symbol(
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"And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up
His spirit. Then, behold, the veil in the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks
were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised,; and coming out
of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy
city and appeared to many. So when the centurion and those
with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and
the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying,

"Truly this was the Son of God." ! =
s = - -

- -3 0O
* * * - 3 * %
/ - _ -

"...the preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness, but unto us which are saved it is the power of
God."! = $)
/ / -
b = "Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the disputer of this world? Hath not God
made foolish the wisdom of this world?" | o #

Crosses are not made altogether with rough lumber.
They are hewn and mortised with indifference and
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s ( There was a cross because it was
always in the plan of God!
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7 = "Men of Israel, hear these words:

Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in
your midst, as you yourselves also know Him, being
delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of
God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and
put to death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains
of death, because it was not possible that He should be held
byit"! P

The cross was at the center of Christ's teaching and was
ever on His mind during His earthly ministry(
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2 = ?Whom do men say that [ am?? <
- 2 * ((?Whom say ye that I am??(((
7 falad - ?Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God(? 1—— - "/

7 * = ?From that time forth began Jesus
to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief
priests and scribes and be killed, and be raised again the
third day. Then Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him,
saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not be unto
Thee. But He turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
Me, Satan: for thou art an offense unto Me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of
men(? ! e
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My body which is given for you(? 3 *

?This cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed
foryou(? '+ 3 ;= ; #

, 21 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
gives His life for the sheep(? !, = #

, = ?4nd as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life(? !, & #

7 " c- " = ?When we
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. Scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.
But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being
now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. We also, joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
received atonement(? 1C — = #

; E " ?The love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all
dead. And that He died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died
for them, and rose again(? D ?God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation.? D s ?He hath made Him to be sin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him(?
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E At the cross in holy love God through Christ paid
the full penalty of our disobedience Himself. He bore the
judgment we deserve in order to bring us the forgiveness

we do not deserve! @ - A
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= ?Fully satisfied and assured that God was
able and mighty to keep His word to do what He had
promised. That is why his faith was credited to him as
righteousness (right standing with God). But [the words], It
was credited to him, were written for our sakes too.
[Righteousness, standing acceptable to God] will be granted
and credited to us also who believe in (trust in, adhere to,
and rely on) God, Who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
Who was betrayed and put to death because of our misdeeds
and was raised to secure our justification (our acquittal),
[making our account balance and absolving us from all guilt
before God].?
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- = ?Therefore, since we are now justified (acquitted,
made righteous, and brought into right relationship with
God) by Christ's blood, how much more [certain is it that]
we shall be saved by Him from the indignation and wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, it is much more [certain],
now that we are reconciled, that we shall be saved (daily,
delivered from sin's dominion) through His [resurrection]
life. Not only so, but we also rejoice and exultingly glory in
God [in His love and perfection] through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through Whom we have now received and enjoy
[our] reconciliation.?

Justification is our legal standing before our Judge in the
court; reconciliation is our personal relationship with our

Father in the home( ! - - /A
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)} "7 " 6 ?For the message of the cross
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.? | = $
7 / / 4 3
* , 3
(7 / / -3 b
2 -1 - T - - - -
/ ( /
- - - 4 - /
* 3 -0) }
/ 4 " — - *
T
) " - } -/ /7 3) -
- / - *
* f /45 e () *
= == - 3 (?He that is hanged is
accursed by God(? ! - ; 58) , "
0 —* , -
4 * O " (<
4 - 3
*%k ( , "0 - - _ 3
e v/ - @
' } (
) 4 3 - ' 0
4 3 4 A -
4 (
8 Cc8 )8 4 / - - *~
4 3- () 4 3 -* 0
- - 6 _ * -
/ - - /
/

o
?For the story and message of the cross is sheer absurdity
and folly to those who are perishing and on their way to
perdition, but to us who are being saved it is the
manifestation of the power of God. For it is written, I will
baffle and render useless and destroy the learning of the
learned and the philosophy of the philosophers and the
cleverness of the clever and the discernment of the
discerning: I will frustrate and nullify [them] and bring
[them] to nothing. Where is the wise man (the philosopher)?
Where is the scribe? (the scholar)? Where is the
investigator? (the logician, the debater) of this present time
and age? Has not God shown up the nonsense and the folly
of this world's wisdom? For when the world with all its
earthly wisdom failed to perceive and recognize and know

God by means of its own philosophy, God in His wisdom was
pleased through the foolishness of preaching [salvation,
procured by Christ and to be had through Him), to save
those who believed (who clung to and trusted in and relied
on Him). For while the Jews [demandingly] ask for signs
and miracles and Greeks pursue philosophy and wisdom, we
preach Christ (the Messiah) crucified, [preaching which] to
the Jews is a scandal and an offensive stumbling-block [that
springs a snare or trap], and to the Gentiles it is absurd and
utterly unphilosophical nonsense, but to those who are
called, whether Jew or Greek (Gentile), Christ is the power
of God and the Wisdom of God(?
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