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1 John 3:4-10  
 
"Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is 

lawlessness. And you know that He was manifested to take 

away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. Whoever abides in 

Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor 

known Him.  

Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices 

righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. He who 

sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 

that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has 

been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; 

and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.  

In this the children of God and the children of the devil are 

manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 

God, nor is he who does not love his brother."  
 
Romans 6:5-18  
 
"For if we have been united together in the likeness of His 

death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 

resurrection, knowing that, that our old man was crucified 

with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that 

we should no longer be slaves of sin. For He who has died 

has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, 

having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no 

longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, 

He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives 

to God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead 

indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you 

should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members 

as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 

yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 

members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin 

shall not have dominion over for you are not under the law 

but under grace.  
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law 

but under grace? Certainly not Do you not know that to 

whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that 

one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, 

or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be 

thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed 

from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were 

delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became 

slaves of righteousness."  
 

LESSON  
 
Nearly two thousand years ago, John the Apostle who 
ministered with Christ as one of His close disciples, was 
closing his earthly ministry in the city of Ephesus (located in 
modern day Turkey). He was nearly one hundred years old!  
 
His church congregation had been divided by the false 
teaching of Gnostics. Those who followed the false teachers 
had located on the other side of town, and Pastor John was 
constantly vexed with the efforts of these teachers and their 
heresy.  
 
This passage which we have selected as our text is directed 
against the Gnostics and their erroneous teachings. They 
taught that the body was evil and that, therefore, there was 
no harm in sating its lusts, because what happened to it was 
of no importance. They said that the truly spiritual man was 
so armored with the Spirit that he could sin to his heart's 
content and take no harm from it. They even said that the 
true Gnostic was under obligation both to scale the heights 
and to plumb the depths of sin so that he might be truly said 
to know all things.  
 
Our text is Pastor John's response to such godless heresy!  
 
In the preceding section John has been stressing the 
importance of continuing in Christ, doing what is right, and 
purifying oneself in anticipation of His coming. Now he 
deals more closely with the negative side of all this, the need 
for believers to abstain from sin and the possibility of their 
doing so. 
 
Since being born of God demands self-purification, then a 
life of sin, or a continual lack of purity of life and actions, 
demonstrates that one cannot really be God’s child. Sin 
cannot coexist with the new nature derived from the new 
birth. "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 

old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 

new." (2 Corinthians 5:17)  
 
John says that sin is lawlessness. The Greek word for SIN 
(harmartia) means "missing the mark," and God’s law gives 
people this mark or standard. If God does not tell his people 
what they should be like, they would never realize how 
sinful they are. One can see how crooked a line is by putting 
it next to a straight edge!  
 
The Greek expression behind LAWLESSNESS means more 
than an absence of law; it conveys an active rebellion against 
law. Those who keep on sinning are active rebels against 
God.  
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There is a difference between committing a sin and 
continuing to sin. Even the most faithful believers sometime 
commit sins, but they do not cherish a particular sin and 
choose to commit it. A believer who commits a sin repents, 
confesses, and finds forgiveness. Those who continue to sin 
by contrast, will not repent of what they are doing. Thus, 
they never confess and never receive forgiveness. They live 
in opposition to God, no matter what religious claim they 
make.  
 
Genuine repentance pleads with the Lord to forgive and 
deliver from the burden of sin and the fear of judgment and 
hell. It involves genuine sorrow and grief for hurting the 
heart of God. It is the attitude of the publican who, fearful of 
even looking toward heaven, smote his breast and cried, 
"God, be merciful to me a sinner." (Luke 18:13)  
 
Repentance is not just a change of mind; it is a change of 
heart. It is a spiritual turning, a total about-face. Repentance 
in the context of the new birth means turning from sin to the 
Savior. It is an inward response, not external activity, but its 
fruit will be evident in the true believer's behavior.  
 
One of the major theological dictionaries defines repentance 
as: "radical conversion, a transformation of nature, a 

definitive turning from evil, a resolute turning to God in total 

obedience. This conversion is once-for-all. There can be no 

going back only advance in responsible movement along the 

way now taken. It effects the whole man, first and basically 

the center of personal life, then logically his conduct at all 

times and in all situations, his thought, words and acts. The 

whole proclamation of Jesus is a proclamation of 

unconditional turning to God, of unconditional turning from 

all that is against God, not merely that which is downright 

evil, but that which in a given case makes total turning to 

God impossible. It calls for total surrender, total 

commitment to the will of God.  
It embraces the whole walk of the new man who is claimed 

by the divine lordship. It carries with it the founding of a 

new personal relation of man to God. It awakens joyous 

obedience for a life according to the will of God."  
 
I believe that the Amplified Bible gives us a very clear 
picture of what John is trying to tell us about this matter of 
sin. Let me quote from verses 4 through 10.  
"Everyone who commits (practices) sin is guilty of 

lawlessness; for [that is what] sin is, lawlessness (the 

breaking, violating of God's law by transgression or neglect-

-being unrestrained and unregulated by His commands and 

His will).    

You know that He appeared in visible form and became Man 

to take away [upon Himself] sins, and in Him there is no sin 

[essentially and forever].    

No one who abides in Him [who lives and remains in 

communion with and in obedience to Him--deliberately, 

knowingly, and commits (practices) sin. No one who 
[habitually] sins has either seen or known Him [recognized, 

perceived, or understood Him, or has had an experiential 

acquaintance with Him].    

Boys (lads), let no one deceive and lead you astray. He who 

practices righteousness [who is upright, conforming to the 

divine will in purpose, thought, and action, living a 

consistently conscientious life] is righteous, even as He is 

righteous.    
[But] he who commits sin [who practices evildoing] is of the 

devil [takes his character from the evil one], for the devil has 

sinned (violated the divine law) from the beginning. The 

reason the Son of God was made manifest (visible) was to 

undo (destroy, loosen, and dissolve) the works the devil [has 

done].    

No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately, knowingly, and 

practices sin, for God's nature abides in him [His principle 

of life, the divine sperm, remains permanently within him]; 

and he cannot practice sinning because he is born (begotten) 

of God.    

By this it is made clear who take their nature from God and 

are His children and who take their nature from the devil 

and are his children: no one who does not practice 

righteousness [who does not conform to God's will in 

purpose, thought, and action] is of God; neither is anyone 

who does not love his brother (his fellow believer in Christ)."   
 
Verse 5 of our text reads; "And you know that Jesus came to 

take away our sins, for there is no sin in Him." Besides the 
fact that sin is rebellion against God, another reason that 
Christians should not sin is because Jesus came to take away 
their sins. In other words, to know of such a sacrifice and 
then to keep on sinning depreciates that sacrifice. Jesus' 
death enabled God to forgive sin; Jesus' death also made it 
possible for believers to stop living a life of sin. He came to 
abolish sins, "to destroy these works of the devil."  
 
To commit sin is to place oneself on the side of the devil and 
the antichrist and to stand in opposition to Christ! Sin is not a 
matter of isolated peccadillos; it is an expression of siding 
with God’s ultimate enemy--the devil!  
 
Verse 6 in our text reads; "No one who lives in Him keeps on 

sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or 

known Him."  
 
The Greek word behind "LIVES IN HIM" indicates 
"abiding" and "remaining." John used this same verb in his 
Gospel in the passage about the branches abiding in the vine. 
As a branch lives in the vine, it draws its life from the vine. 
As believers live in Christ, they are free from the power of 
sin. Living in sin and living in God are mutually exclusive, 
like darkness and light.  
 
As we noted in the beginning of our lesson, Pastor John was 
confronting the various types of the false teaching of 
Gnosticism. Some taught that they were sinless, unable to 
sin. To this group, John explained that while Christians 
should indeed be "sinless," it was not the kind of sinlessness 
that the false teachers claimed to have. Experience bears out 
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the fact that sin is still very much in every believer's life. Yet 
believers can stop living a life of sin through sensitivity to 
sin when it occurs, sincere repentance from sin, and 
acceptance of forgiveness from the One who already took 
our punishment.  
 
Some of the Gnostic false teachers claimed to have a special 
relationship with God despite their sinful conduct. They 
assumed that their behavior did not matter to God. John 
explained that sin was indeed very important to God, In fact, 
to keep sinning proves that they did not "live in God" at all; 
no one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known 
Him.  
 
Christians seek to remain "sinless" in God’s eyes by 
continually confessing their sin to God and repenting of it. 
But they do not continue to sin, meaning that they do not 
impose upon God’s forgiveness by taking it for granted in 
order to keep on living as they please. When they repent of 
sin, they truly desire to remain free from sin.  
 
The more we understand that we are new creatures in Christ, 
and the more we yield ourselves to the indwelling Holy 
Spirit the more we will conquer temptation. It is this "born of 
God" part of us that cannot and will not sin. Ask God for the 
wisdom and the power to renounce sin in your life.  
 
The statement "Christians don't sin" presents the ideal. In 
this verse John purposely used the present tense verb to 
denote sin as an ongoing action. He was not saying that one 
who sins even once has never known God, but he was 
insisting that as far as people continue in sin, to that degree 
they do not know God.  
 
In verse 8 of our text, John writes: "But when people keep on 

sinning, it shows they belong to the devil, who has been 

sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God came to 

destroy these works of the devil."  
 
Satan is the founder of lawless rebellion against God. 
Therefore when people keep on sinning, it shows they 
belong to the Devil. The devil cannot create or produce 
children, but people become his children by imitating him. 
John is stating very clearly that people's actions and lifestyle 
are a manifestation of their true source of being. The person 
who sins belongs to the devil's side and draws his inspiration 
from him. Man cannot be neutral; they must belong to one 
side or the other. John is doing his best to make it absolutely 
clear that persons who fail to do righteousness do not belong 
to God but to God’s enemy!  
 
Whatever is born of God must share God’s character, and 
His opposition to sin. It should be unthinkable for such a 
person to keep on sinning and think that he is a child of God! 
A person who does not do what is right is not a child of God. 
The person who is conscious of the new beginning that God 
has made in his life will seek to let that divine ideal become 
more and more of a reality in his living.  
 

In our text, John has made it very clear to his congregation 
that the false teachers were totally in error about this matter 
of sin.  
 
John had his Gnostic false teachers two thousand years ago! 
But we have the same false teaching rampant in the 
evangelical pulpit today in the false teaching of the No-
Lordship gospel!  
 
LORDSHIP SALVATION teaches that the gospel call to 
faith presupposes that sinners must repent of their sin and 
yield to Christ's authority. Surrender to Jesus' Lordship is not 
an addendum to the biblical terms of salvation; the summons 
to submission is at the heart of the gospel invitation 
throughout the Scripture. The gospel calls sinners to faith 
joined in oneness with repentance.  
 
Repentance is turning from sin. It is not a work but a 
divinely bestowed grace. Repentance is a change of heart, 
but genuine repentance will effect a change of behavior as 
well. The object of faith is Christ Himself, not only a creed 
or a promise. Faith therefore involves personal commitment 
to Christ. Real faith inevitably produces a changed life.  
 
Salvation includes a transformation of the inner person. 
The unbroken pattern of sin and enmity with God will not 
continue when a person is born again. Jesus is Lord of all, 
and the faith He demands involves unconditional surrender 
to His Lordship.  
 
Most Christians will agree that the foregoing statements truly 
represent the biblical teaching on the doctrine of salvation.  
 
The teachings of NO-LORDSHIP GOSPEL have rejected 
some of the basic tenets of orthodoxy. Those who espouse 
the no-lordship position differ dramatically from lordship 
salvation.  
 
Let me list just some of the teachings on this current heresy. 
1) Repentance is a change of mind about Christ. In the 

context of the gospel invitation, repentance is just a 
synonym for faith. No turning from sin is required for 
salvation. (Remember the first words Christ preached 
were..."REPENT for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand." (Matthew 4:17)  
2) The whole of salvation, including faith, is a gift of God. 

But faith might not last. A true Christian can completely 
cease believing. (John has just told us that when we are 
born of God, His divine sperm remains in us, and we 
cannot sin.)  

3) Saving faith is simply being convinced or giving 
credence to the truth of the gospel. It is confidence that 
Christ can remove guilt and give eternal life, not a 
personal commitment to Him. (Heresy!)  

4) Some spiritual fruit is inevitable in every Christian's 
experience. The fruit, however, might not be visible to 
others. Christians can even lapse into a state of 
permanent spiritual barrenness. (Jesus said: "Every 

branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; 
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and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit." (John 15:2)  
5) Submission to Christ's supreme authority as Lord is not 

germane to the saving transaction. Neither dedication 
nor willingness to be dedicated to Christ are issues in 
salvation. The news that Christ died for our sins and 
rose from the dead is the complete gospel. Nothing else 
must be believed for salvation. (Heresy!) 

6) Christians may fall into a state of life-long carnality. A 
whole category of carnal Christians--born-again people 
who continuously live like the unsaved--exists in the 
church.  

7) Disobedience and prolonged sin are no reason to doubt 
the reality of one's faith. (Heresy!)  

8) A believer may utterly forsake Christ and come to the 
point of not believing. God has guaranteed that He will 
not disown those who thus abandon the faith. Those 
who have once believed are secure forever. (Heresy!)  

9) Repentance is not essential to the gospel message. In no 
sense is repentance related to saving faith. (Heresy!)  

 
The quotes I have just presented are taken from books 
presently appearing on the bookshelves of Christian 
bookstores everywhere! And millions of persons seeking for 
truth are buying, reading, and believing this heresy! And it is 
being taught as evangelical doctrine.  
 
There is another false teaching that is pervading the 
evangelical pulpit today which is known as WORD OF 
FAITH gospel. Its emphasis is on wealth, health, and 
becoming gods! I call it...THE NEW GNOSTICISM.  
 
Since the Faith movement comes from the historical lineage 
of the metaphysical cults, it shares many of the same 
doctrines and practices. The Faith teachers preach that there 
is Sense Knowledge (knowledge that comes through the five 
physical senses and is the source of all scientific and rational 
knowledge). Another type of knowledge is needed to answer 
the ultimate questions and the Faith teachers refer to this 
kind of knowledge as Revelation Knowledge.  
 
According to their definition, "revelation knowledge is that 

supernatural knowledge of God and the spiritual realm 

revealed in the Bible, particularly Paul's epistles, which 

enable man to transcend the limitation of Sense Knowledge 

and act in faith." Knowledge from one realm is of no value 
to the other. In essence, this produces the belief that religious 
truth is based solely on faith rather than reasoning or sensory 
evidence, thus the rejection of science and common sense!  
 
They say...the human spirit must subjugate the physical 
senses because God cannot communicate through the senses. 
This is almost identical to the heresy that John was dealing 
with in his day! The ultimate goal of metaphysical revelation 
is the transformation of man into a god! The Faith teachers 
preach the ancient Gnostic doctrine that man is a spirit being 
who just happens to have body!  
 

In the Faith theology, Christ's physical sufferings and blood 
shed in death have no more power to atone and deliver sin 
than anyone else's blood!  
 
With such heresy at the very heart of the Word of Faith 
movement, yet, millions of very sincere Christians believe 
the false teachers and buy their books and tapes every day! 
 
Pastor John, two thousand years ago, faced the false teachers 
and exposed them. It is our sacred responsibility as ministers 
of the Word of God to do likewise. "My brethren, let not 

many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive 

a stricter judgment." (James 3:1) 
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