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January 14, 2007

1 John 2:27-29

LESSON

In understanding any portion of Scripture, we must take into
consideration the context and setting of the verses.

Our small letter comes from the heart and pen of John who
had enjoyed a very intimate relationship with Christ. He was
a part of the threesome, Peter, James and John, that Christ
selected to share some of His most personal moments and
events with. It was John who wrote the Gospel bearing his
name, as well as the Book of Revelation.

John had continued to remain in Jerusalem for some years
after Christ's ascension back to His Father. Sometime
between 60 or 65 A.D. he left Palestine and traveled north to
what today is called Turkey. In the city of Ephesus, he took
up his ministry that would last until his death. He lived to be
almost one hundred years old!

Near the close of his life and ministry, John, the pastor of the
church in Ephesus, had experienced a time of heartache and
division in his congregation. False prophets preaching the
doctrines of the Gnostics had infiltrated his congregation and
caused division and discord and confusion.

This letter of First John was written to his congregation with
the purpose of clarifying true Christian doctrine and to give
some admonition and encouragement to his confused flock.

What was this contemporary thought and philosophy with
which the false prophets and teachers had preached which
brought this confusion and division in John's congregation?
Throughout the Greek world there was a tendency of thought
to which the general name of Gnosticism was given. The
basic belief of all Gnostic thought was that only spirit was
good and matter was essentially evil. Their conclusion...
Christ would not have had a physical body if He were really
God.

An Exposition of First John

Abiding in Christ

Some Gnostics rejected the thought of Christ being the
Messiah. They insisted that Christ's body was a purely
spiritual being which only had the appearance of man. This
teaching concluded that God had not come to this earth to
manifest Himself in the person of Jesus Christ, thus making
his death on a cross as a sacrifice for sin meaningless.

Further, the Gnostic regarded himself as altogether spiritual
man, having obtained a knowledge of the spiritual things far
superior to Christians.

This is the reason John in our text admonishes his flock that
because they had received the Spirit of God through faith in
the Christ of the Scriptures, they have an anointing from God
which gives them the true understanding of spiritual things.

Paul wrote these words to the Christians at Corinth: ™
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" (1 Corinthians 2:7-13)

John had picked up that thought when he wrote: "

" (1 John 2:27)

John reminded his discouraged congregation that what they
had learned about Christ was true and that the false doctrine
being taught to the splinter group across town was not true,
but in reality, it was heresy.

With these words of encouragement, Pastor John admonishes
them: "

" (1 John 2:28)
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Let's think for a moment on that phrase..." S Paul, in
his writings, often uses the phrase..."  +  ."Infact, it was
really the heart of his theology because he uses the phrase over
one hundred and sixty times in his epistles! "In Christ" speaks of
our position spiritually when we place our trust in Jesus Christ as
our Lord and Savior. It describes who and where we are
spiritually when the new birth takes place in our heart and lives
and we become a new creation in Christ.
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Now, in Christ, there is no condemnation!
"
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Paul had written in Romans 5:18: "*
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" So when
Paul says, " ," he means that the

sentence of death and judgment on the Last Day has been
commuted. The consequences of sin are annulled through Christ's
death, and even now the Spirit begins in believers a work of
regeneration that will be completed in the world to come.

IN CHRIST, we are a new creation!
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I" (2 Corinthians 5:17)

The believer, now in Christ, has a new environment. He has been
lifted out of the cramping restrictions of his earthly lot into a
totally different sphere, the sphere of Christ. He has been
transplanted into a new soil and a new climate, and both soil
and climate are Christ. To Paul the Christian is, in his favorite
phrase, IN CHRIST, and therefore the old self of the
Christian died in that death and he arose a new man, as new
as if he had been freshly created by the hands of God.

IN CHRIST, the believer has a new resident Master. Paul
writes in Galatians 2:20: " +
+ 3%*14%% ) 0%
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" For Paul,
the power of the Christian life resides not in intellectual

assent to truth, nor in personal rigor, nor even in the simple
power of confidence in God, but in recognizing that one has
become incorporated into Christ. In this passage just quoted, in
several short phrases the apostle captured the breathless
wonder believers experience as the realization dawns that we
are no longer living OUR lives, but have surrendered to the
author of life, who now lives HIS LIFE in and through us.
He is now our Master!

Paul writes these words to the Christians at Rome: "&

+ - I " (Romans
6:5-11)

M (verse 22)

We have been thinking of our spiritual state as a believer.
Paul, in Ephesians 1, verses 3 through 14, piles blessing upon
blessing, as he contemplates what we have IN CHRIST.

" & ro- 4
)+ 3%* ) O
$£73% O
8 -$%9% + 3 %*
)* 8

$174$5
) O

)+ 3%*

> O

) O

Church of the Highlands - 1900 Monterey Drive - San Bruno, CA 94066 - (650) 873-4095 - www.churchofthehighlands.org



An Exposition of First John
Abiding in Christ

Did you notice? IN HIM we are blessed with every spiritual
blessing...IN HIM we have been chosen before the
foundation of the world...IN HIM we were adopted into His
eternal family...IN HIM we have redemption through His
blood...IN HIM we have forgiveness of our sins...IN HIM
we have been made to know the mystery of His will...IN HIM
we have obtained an inheritance...IN HIM we have received
the gospel of our salvation and sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise!

Now Pastor John in our text tells us TO ABIDE IN HIM!

Jesus said: " (0]
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15:4-8)
Verse 10: "
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" (1 John 2:6)

The word ABIDE implies intimate knowledge of what a person
has said. But it also implies that the words become a vital part
of the way a believer lives.

So Jesus' words abide in us when we know what He said and
did, and when we allow those words to dictate and control
the actions and attitudes and words of our life.

ABIDING IN HIM requires that we spend time in reading
our Bible, meditating upon the passages, observing the way
Jesus handled situations in life, and obeying His
commandments. It is presenting our bodies as a living
sacrifice which is holy and acceptable unto Him and not
letting this world conform us to its standards and values.

In Psalm 119 we find these words: "
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In our text in 1 John., Pastor John tells us why we are to abide
in Christ. " =
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" (2 Thessalonians 1:6-10)
ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!
Jesus told this parable in Matthew 25:
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ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!
") o 1

o) o) TR
8 8
8 I
I5* $) z 115$+! 3$*7* $0 ¢ )$4$3 =)$:
879"5%< 3*&370 0% 879 = 7 <3 +* +$
UoC I$u) S, (Matthew 7:21-23)

ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!
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Pastor John concludes our text with these words: "

What Pastor John is trying to stress is that doing what is right is the
consequence of spiritual birth...being IN CHRIST. If a person does
what it right, seeks to obey the teachings and commands of
Christ...that person will live with confidence that when the Day of
His return takes place, he shall be called into His presence to
spend eternity with Him!

A Christian is one whose faith expresses itself in submission and
obedience. A Christian is one who follows Christ, one who is
committed unquestionably to Christ as Lord and Savior, one who
desires to please God. His basic aim is to be in every way a
disciple of Jesus Christ. When he fails, he seeks forgiveness and
wants to move forward in a life that brings glory and honor to his

Master Jesus Christ.

Our lesson today confronts us with a personal guestion...AM | IN

CHRIST? Paul says: "$*

5

(?? > . "
Your answer is eternally important!
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