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1 John 2:27-29  
 

"But the anointing which you have received from Him abides 

in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as 

the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is 

true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will 

abide in Him.  

And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He 

appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before 

Him at His coming.  

If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone 

who practices righteousness is born of Him."  
 

LESSON 
 
In understanding any portion of Scripture, we must take into 
consideration the context and setting of the verses.  
 
Our small letter comes from the heart and pen of John who 
had enjoyed a very intimate relationship with Christ. He was 
a part of the threesome, Peter, James and John, that Christ 
selected to share some of His most personal moments and 
events with. It was John who wrote the Gospel bearing his 
name, as well as the Book of Revelation.  
 
John had continued to remain in Jerusalem for some years 
after Christ's ascension back to His Father. Sometime 
between 60 or 65 A.D. he left Palestine and traveled north to 
what today is called Turkey. In the city of Ephesus, he took 
up his ministry that would last until his death. He lived to be 
almost one hundred years old!  
 
Near the close of his life and ministry, John, the pastor of the 
church in Ephesus, had experienced a time of heartache and 
division in his congregation. False prophets preaching the 
doctrines of the Gnostics had infiltrated his congregation and 
caused division and discord and confusion.  
 
This letter of First John was written to his congregation with 
the purpose of clarifying true Christian doctrine and to give 
some admonition and encouragement to his confused flock.  
 
What was this contemporary thought and philosophy with 
which the false prophets and teachers had preached which 
brought this confusion and division in John's congregation? 
Throughout the Greek world there was a tendency of thought 
to which the general name of Gnosticism was given. The 
basic belief of all Gnostic thought was that only spirit was 
good and matter was essentially evil. Their conclusion...
Christ would not have had a physical body if He were really 
God.  
 

Some Gnostics rejected the thought of Christ being the 
Messiah. They insisted that Christ's body was a purely 
spiritual being which only had the appearance of man. This 
teaching concluded that God had not come to this earth to 
manifest Himself in the person of Jesus Christ, thus making 
his death on a cross as a sacrifice for sin meaningless.  
 
Further, the Gnostic regarded himself as altogether spiritual 
man, having obtained a knowledge of the spiritual things far 
superior to Christians.  
 
This is the reason John in our text admonishes his flock that 
because they had received the Spirit of God through faith in 
the Christ of the Scriptures, they have an anointing from God 
which gives them the true understanding of spiritual things. 
 
Paul wrote these words to the Christians at Corinth: "But we 

speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 

which God ordained before the ages for our glory, which 

none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  

But as it is written: 'Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor 

have entered into the heart of man the things which God has 

prepared for those who love Him.' But God has revealed 

them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 

things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the 

things of a man except the spirit of man which is in Him?  

Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of 

God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 

the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things 

that have been freely given to us by God. These things we 

also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches, but 

which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things 

with spiritual." (1 Corinthians 2:7-13)  
 
John had picked up that thought when he wrote: "But the 

anointing which you have received from Him abides in you 

and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same 

anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and 

is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in 

Him." (1 John 2:27)  
 
John reminded his discouraged congregation that what they 
had learned about Christ was true and that the false doctrine 
being taught to the splinter group across town was not true, 
but in reality, it was heresy.  
 
With these words of encouragement, Pastor John admonishes 
them: "And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He 

appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before 

Him at His coming." (1 John 2:28)  
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Let's think for a moment on that phrase..."abide in Him." Paul, in 
his writings, often uses the phrase..."in Christ." In fact, it was 
really the heart of his theology because he uses the phrase over 
one hundred and sixty times in his epistles! "In Christ" speaks of 
our position spiritually when we place our trust in Jesus Christ as 
our Lord and Savior. It describes who and where we are 
spiritually when the new birth takes place in our heart and lives 
and we become a new creation in Christ.  
 
"...do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were 

buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 

also should walk in newness of life." (Romans 6:3-4)  
 
"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 

be Jews or Gentiles, whether we are bond or free, and have been 

all made to drink into one Spirit." (1 Corinthians 12:13)  
 
"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ." (Galatians 3:27)  
 
Now, in Christ, there is no condemnation!  
"Therefore there is no condemnation (no adjudging guilty of 

wrong) for those who are in Christ Jesus, who live and walk not after 

the dictates of the flesh, but after the dictates of the 

Spirit." (Romans 8:1 Amplified)  
 
Paul had written in Romans 5:18: "Therefore, as through one 

man's offense judgment came to all man, resulting in 

condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free 

gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life." So when 
Paul says, "there is now no condemnation," he means that the 
sentence of death and judgment on the Last Day has been 
commuted. The consequences of sin are annulled through Christ's 
death, and even now the Spirit begins in believers a work of 
regeneration that will be completed in the world to come.  
 
IN CHRIST, we are a new creation!  
"Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he 

is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old previous 

moral and spiritual condition has passed away. Behold, the fresh 

and new has come!" (2 Corinthians 5:17)  
 
The believer, now in Christ, has a new environment. He has been 
lifted out of the cramping restrictions of his earthly lot into a 
totally different sphere, the sphere of Christ. He has been 
transplanted into a new soil and a new climate, and both soil 
and climate are Christ. To Paul the Christian is, in his favorite 
phrase, IN CHRIST, and therefore the old self of the 
Christian died in that death and he arose a new man, as new 
as if he had been freshly created by the hands of God.  
 
IN CHRIST, the believer has a new resident Master. Paul 
writes in Galatians 2:20: "I have been crucified with Christ; 

it is no longer I who live, but CHRIST LIVES IN ME; and 

the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son 

of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." For Paul, 
the power of the Christian life resides not in intellectual 

assent to truth, nor in personal rigor, nor even in the simple 
power of confidence in God, but in recognizing that one has 
become incorporated into Christ. In this passage just quoted, in 
several short phrases the apostle captured the breathless 
wonder believers experience as the realization dawns that we 
are no longer living OUR lives, but have surrendered to the 
author of life, who now lives HIS LIFE in and through us. 
He is now our Master!  
 
Paul writes these words to the Christians at Rome: "For if we 

have been united together in the likeness of His death, 

certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that 

the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 

longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed 

from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 

shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been 

raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has 

dominion over Him. " For the death that He died, He died to 

sin once and for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

Likewise you also reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to 

sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 
6:5-11)  
 
"But now having been set free from sin, and having become 

slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, 

everlasting life." (verse 22)  
 
We have been thinking of our spiritual state as a believer. 
Paul, in Ephesians 1, verses 3 through 14, piles blessing upon 
blessing, as he contemplates what we have IN CHRIST. 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places IN CHRIST, just as He chose us IN HIM 

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and without blame BEFORE HIM in love, having predestined 

us to adoption as sons BY JESUS CHRIST to Himself, 

according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of 

His grace, by which He made us accepted IN THE 

BELOVED.  

IN HIM we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace which 

He made to abound toward us in all prudence, having made 

known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good 

pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the 

dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather 

together in one all things IN CHRIST, both which are in 

heaven and which are on earth IN HIM.  

IN HIM also we have obtained an inheritance, being 

predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all 

things according to the counsel of His will, that we who first 

trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed 

with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, to the praise of His glory."  
 

Church of the Highlands - 1900 Monterey Drive - San Bruno, CA 94066 - (650) 873-4095 - www.churchofthehighlands.org 



An Exposition of First John  
Abiding in Christ 

Page 3 

Did you notice? IN HIM we are blessed with every spiritual 
blessing...IN HIM we have been chosen before the 
foundation of the world...IN HIM we were adopted into His 
eternal family...IN HIM we have redemption through His 
blood...IN HIM we have forgiveness of our sins...IN HIM 
we have been made to know the mystery of His will...IN HIM 
we have obtained an inheritance...IN HIM we have received 
the gospel of our salvation and sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise!  
 
Now Pastor John in our text tells us TO ABIDE IN HIM!  
 
Jesus said: "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, 

except ye abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are the branches. He 

that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing. If a man abide 

not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch and is withered; and 

men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are 

burned. If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye 

shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." (John 
15:4-8) 
 
Verse 10: "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 

My love, even as I have kept My Father's commandments, 

and abide in His love."  
 
"He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to 

walk, even as He walked." (1 John 2:6)  
 
The word ABIDE implies intimate knowledge of what a person 
has said. But it also implies that the words become a vital part 
of the way a believer lives.  
 
So Jesus' words abide in us when we know what He said and 
did, and when we allow those words to dictate and control 
the actions and attitudes and words of our life.  
 
ABIDING IN HIM requires that we spend time in reading 
our Bible, meditating upon the passages, observing the way 
Jesus handled situations in life, and obeying His 
commandments. It is presenting our bodies as a living 
sacrifice which is holy and acceptable unto Him and not 
letting this world conform us to its standards and values.  
 
In Psalm 119 we find these words: "How can a young man 

cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 

With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not 

wander from Your commandments! Your word I have hidden 

in my heart, that I might not sin against You. (Psalm 119:9-11)  
 
In our text in 1 John., Pastor John tells us why we are to abide 
in Christ. "When He appears, we may have confidence and 

not ashamed before Him at His coming."  
 
"But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who 

have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 

Jesus.  

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 

are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no 

means precede those who are asleep. 
FOR THE LORD HIMSELF WILL DESCEND FROM 

HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT. WITH THE VOICE OF AN 

ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMPET OF GOD. AND 

THE DEAD IN CHRIST WILL RISE FIRST.  

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And thus we shall always be with the Lord." (1 Thessalonians 
4)  
 
Jesus said: "Immediately after the tribulation of those days 

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 

will be shaken.  

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and 

then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 

the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power 

and great glory.  

And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 

and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 

from one end of heaven to the other." (Matthew 24:29-31)  
 
"Since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with 

tribulation those who trouble you, and to give you who are 

troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 

vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who 

do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall 

be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 

of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes 

in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired 

among all those who believe, because our testimony among 

you was believed." (2 Thessalonians 1:6-10)  
 
ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!  
 
Jesus told this parable in Matthew 25:  
"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins 

who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 

Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. Those who 

were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but 

the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.  

But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered 

and slept. And at midnight a cry was heard: Behold, the 

bridegroom is coming, go out to meet him!  

Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And 

the foolish said to the wise, "Give us some of your oil, for 

our lamps are going out."  

But the wise answered, saying, "No, lest there should not be 

enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and 

buy for yourselves."  

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom, came, and those 

who were ready went in with him to the wedding, and the 

door was shut.  

Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, "Lord, Lord, 
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open to us!"  

But he answered and said, "Assuredly. I say to you, I do not 

know you."  

WATCH THEREFORE, FOR YOU KNOW NEITHER THE 

DAY NOR THE HOUR IN WHICH THE SON OF MAN IS 

COMING." (Matthew 25:1-13)  
 
ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!  
 
"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we 

not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 

and done many wonders in Your name?'  

AND THEN I WILL DECLARE TO THEM, 'I NEVER KNEW 

YOU: DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 

LAWLESSNESS.' (Matthew 7:21-23)  
 
ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!  
 
"For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation 

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's 

work will become clear: for the Day will declare it, because it will 

be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what 

sort it is.  

If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a 

reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he 

himself will be saved, yet so as through fire." (1 Corinthians 3:11-
15)  
 
ASHAMED AT HIS COMING!  
 
"Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one 

receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And 

everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now 

they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 

crown.  

Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one 

who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into 

subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should 

become disqualified." (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)  
 
Pastor John concludes our text with these words: "If you know that 

He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices 

righteousness is born of Him."  
 
What Pastor John is trying to stress is that doing what is right is the 
consequence of spiritual birth...being IN CHRIST. If a person does 
what it right, seeks to obey the teachings and commands of 
Christ...that person will live with confidence that when the Day of 
His return takes place, he shall be called into His presence to 
spend eternity with Him!  
 
A Christian is one whose faith expresses itself in submission and 
obedience. A Christian is one who follows Christ, one who is 
committed unquestionably to Christ as Lord and Savior, one who 
desires to please God. His basic aim is to be in every way a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. When he fails, he seeks forgiveness and 
wants to move forward in a life that brings glory and honor to his 

Master Jesus Christ. 
 
Our lesson today confronts us with a personal question...AM I IN 
CHRIST? Paul says: "Examine yourselves as to whether you are 

in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that 

Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified." 
Your answer is eternally important!  
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