A Message by
Pastor Donald B. Sheley

November 26, 2006

2 Corinthians Chapter 8
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God’s Way of Giving

2 Corinthians Chapter 9

/
)
) 0
1
)
2 %
#
$ C
)
+( C ) C
/ C
# «
3
LESSON

The first part of this letter to the Corinthians is concerned
primarily with a defense of Paul’s apostolic authority. The
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God’s Way of Giving

second part which we have quoted above, deals with a
collection for the church in Jerusalem. When Paul went with
Titus to the so-called apostolic council in Jerusalem in order
to present his gospel, the other apostles not only
unequivocally acknowledged his mission to the nations, but
they also added nothing to him, except that he should
remember the poor in Jerusalem. (Galatians 2:1-10)

As a result, the collection for Jerusalem became one of
Paul’s major objectives as an apostle over the course of the
next two decades. He wanted to conclude his evangelistic
work in the eastern Mediterranean area by taking a collection
among the churches that he had established there and by
bringing that gift back to the church in Jerusalem.

In the passage we have selected as our text for our lesson,
Paul wanted to encourage the wealthy Corinthians to
complete the collection that he had previously instructed
them to begin. “/

.” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)

During the heat of the conflict between Paul and the
Corinthians the preparations for the collection had come to a
standstill.

One wonders whether the severe famine that afflicted all of
Achaia and A.D. 51 may have supplied a ready excuse for
the Corinthians’ change of heart about the collection. In any
case, now that the majority of the church members had
repented of their attitude toward Paul (2 Corinthians 7:9-10),
and the apostle could again put ”in
them (verse 16), it seemed natural that he would refocus
their attention on the collection.

Paul wants the collection to be completed before his
imminent third visit to Corinth, so he makes the necessary
preparations to ensure that it happens.

Paul begins his appeal by holding up the poverty-stricken
Macedonians as an outstanding example of sacrificial giving
to the cause of the great need in Jerusalem. He tells them
how generous the Macedonian congregations had been. They
were poor and in trouble but they gave all they had, far more
than anyone could have expected. They not only donated
money (and things), but they gave themselves. In the self-
sacrificial giving, the Macedonians’ motivation and priorities
were clear: first to the Lord and then to the Lord’s apostle.

At the Jewish Feast of Purim there is a regulation which says
that, however poor man is, he must find someone poorer than
himself and give him a gift. It is not always those who are
most wealthy who are most generous: often those who have
least to give are the most ready to give. As the common
saying has it, “It is the poor who help the poor,” because
they know what poverty is like.
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Paul not only uses the poor Macedonians as an example of
generous giving, but he speaks of the generosity of Christ in
His giving! “ L4
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For Paul the sacrifice of Jesus did not begin on the Cross. It
did not even begin with His birth. It began in heaven, when
He laid His glory aside and came to this earth to die on the
cross for sinners.

Question! What did Paul have in mind when he said that
Christ became poor? Does it mean simply that Christ became
a human being? That might be the meaning if we compare
the passage in Philippians 2:5-11. More to the point is
Galatians 3:13-14: “*
5

" .” On the analogy of
this text, that Christ became poor means that He came under
the curse of the law on behalf of others so that through His
sacrifice, others might know the richness of the Spirit.

His poverty consisted in the self renunciation by which He
assumed servant form--He was born in a stable, remained
poor throughout His life, worked with His hands in common
labor, was without a home of His own, and finally in His
crucifixion was stripped of His robe and laid in the grave of
another--all signs of poverty, of complete and willing lack of
worldly resources. This poverty has made us rich by
enabling us to share in His glory by faith. By His death He
purchased life. By His divestiture we gained our inheritance.
By His payment, we received our passage to His eternal city
in heaven!

With Christ as our example in giving, Paul outlines for us in
this passage principles for generous giving.

Paul insists that no man was ever the loser because he was
generous.

Giving is like sowing seed. The man who sows with a
sparing hand cannot hope for anything but a meager harvest.

gy C
.7 (9:6)

The New Testament is an extremely practical book and one
of its great features is that it is never afraid of the reward
motive. It never says that goodness is all to no purpose. It
never forgets that something new and wonderful enters into
the life of the man who accepts God’s commands as His law.
The motive of the rewards is very clear in the Old Testament
as well.
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Paul tells the Corinthians that spiritual growth should be
balanced. “$ Ih
Ih
.” (2 Corinthians 8:7)

These words stress the truth that learning to be generous with
material things is a matter of spiritual growth and maturity.

(the grace of giving)

| have made an interesting observation during my fifty-plus
years of ministry. People who learn to tithe and give to the

ministry of the Church are the people who grow spiritually

and develop into mature Christians.

Spiritual growth is tied to the pocketbook! Jesus said: “
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So it is obvious From the teaching of Jesus that our eternal
reward is determined by how we used the material things
that time.
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" (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
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" (1 Timothy 6:7)

Jesus said: “!

$

" (Matthew 6:19-

21)

In our text, Paul insists that it is a happy giver whom God
loves! “"

.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) Paul’s states that God can give a
man both the substance to give and the spirit in which to give
it.

In verse 8 he speaks of the all-sufficiency which God gives
us. The word he uses is a favorite Stoic word. It does not
describe the sufficiency of the man who possesses all kinds
of things in abundance. It means independence. It describes
the state of the man who has directed life not to amassing
possessions but to eliminating needs. It describes the man
who has taught himself to be content with very little. It is
obvious that such a man will be able to give far more to
others because he wants so little for himself. It is so often
true that we want so much for ourselves that there is little or
nothing to give to others!

Not only that, it is God who can give us the spirit in which to
give. Notice that Paul includes three different persons who
are blessed in our giving, namely, others, ourselves, and
God.

At this point in our lesson, let me leave the exposition of our
text in 2 Corinthians and make some general observations
about the subject of money itself.

When we talk about money, we’re talking about life, in a
sense, because money is so central to our everyday living.
Money is itself amoral; that is, it’s not good or evil, but can
be used for good or evil. Money corrupts, some say. And it’s
true that some rich, no matter how much they have, always
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want more. But aren’t there greedy poor as well? It’s not
money, that is the real problem, but people’s attitude toward
iL u$

.7 (1 Timothy 6:9-10)

We must not forget...all money belongs to God! “‘#
9 !
.” (Haggai 2:8)

1 Corinthians 4:7 asks us, “

7” This is another way of saying that money
(one application of this verse) is God’s, but He entrusts it to
you. So it is not assumed in the Bible that it is wrong to have
money, but rather that God allows men to make money.

Money is one of God’s gift to you.

As the above verse stated, “the love of money is the root of
all sorts of evil.” It’s not money, but the love of it that is the
problem. You can have a lot of it and not love it, and you can
have none of it and love it. It’s the love of money, not the
money, that disgusts God! When you derive your sense of
security from your money rather than from God, you’re
trapped in idolatry. God or money--choose your master.
“/
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.” (Matthew 6:30-33)

The Bible presents a number of principles for our giving.

(1) Giving is investing with God. When you invest with
God, your return will last eternally. As we give to God,
He gives back! “

)
” (2 Corinthians 9:8)
And verse 10 in this same passage reads: “/

.” There are physical
blessings and spiritual blessings.
(2) Giving is to be sacrificial. We really have not given if
sacrifice is not involved. “/ &
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.." (Mark 12:41-44)
The point that Jesus was making was that sacrifice is the
essence of giving. What does this teach us about giving?
It teaches us to sacrifice, perhaps even giving everything
we have! “$ > ?
) %

.” (Hebrews 13:16)
David said, “

” God isn’t concerned with how much we give,
but about what it costs us to give it.
We have already considered the passage in Luke 16, but
let me restate the truth of that Scripture. If you can’t
handle money, you can’t handle spiritual riches either!
Giving is to demonstrate love, not law. “

3)

(4)

(2
Corinthians 8:8) Love is the foundation of giving! You
can give without loving, but you cannot love without
giving. Paul tells us not to give grudgingly, out of
necessity, but out of love. If you put a prescription on
giving, you put yourself under a law and rob yourself (or
others) of some of God’s blessing.
Giving is to be done systematically, proportionately,
faithfully, as you purpose in your heart. You are to plan,
pray, prepare--and not to give haphazardly.

(5)

Remember, generous giving will always be blessed by
Almighty God. Why not try it?
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