A Message by
Pastor Donald B. Sheley

November 5, 2006

1 John 2:19

LESSON

John, the writer of the gospel by his name, and the Book of
Revelation, was also the pastor of the church in Ephesus in
Asia-Minor. He arrived in that city after fleeing Jerusalem
because of the pending persecution which climaxed in the
year of A.D. 70 with the destruction of the Temple. Until his
death at nearly 100 years of age, John ministered to the
Gentiles and the Jews in that city and the surrounding
regions.

John wrote a Gospel for these Gentile believers somewhere
around A.D. 85. Sometime thereafter, some of the members
of the community left to form a rival group. John, therefore,
wrote the letter of 1 John to deal with the crises of his
divided church congregation, the division which he refers to
in our text. They went out from us. These are the words of a
faithful pastor who has suffered through the pain of having
his flock torn apart by false teachers and some of his
congregation are gathering in another location listening and
believing the lies of false teachers.

Some of these false teachers were saying that Jesus was not
the Messiah, that His body was not a real body but only a
spiritual being. These false teachers talked of being born of
God, of walking in the light, of having no sin, of dwelling in
God. But in effect, their teaching was to deny the
incarnation, to eliminate the Christian belief that salvation
came through faith in the Christ who sacrificed His life on
the cross to pay the penalty for man's sins. Some within
John's congregation followed these false teachers. Pastor
John states in our text that they went out from us because
they were not of us.

The Church has never been perfect and without problems
because the Church is made up of human beings! The early
moments in the history of the Church are described in Acts
2:41-47:"
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The characteristics of the early church were powerful
testimonies to a spiritually hungry world!

1) It was a LEARNING CHURCH. It persisted in listening
to the apostles as they taught. They were doers of the
Word, and not hearers only!

2) It was a church of FELLOWSHIP. It had what someone
called the great quality of togetherness.

3) It was a PRAYING CHURCH. These early Christians
knew that they could not meet life in their own strength
and that they did not need to. They always went to God
before they went to the world; they were able to meet the
problems of life because they had first met Him!

4) 1t was a REVERENT CHURCH. In verse 43 the word
which the Authorized Version correctly translates ‘fear’
has the idea of awe in it. It was said of a great Greek that
we moved through this world as if it were a temple. The
Christian lives in reverence because he knows that the
whole earth is the temple of the living God.

5) It was a church WHERE THINGS HAPPENED. It was a
place where God manifested His presence with signs and
wonders. If we expect great things from God and attempt
great things for God, things happen!

6) It was a SHARING CHURCH. These early Christians
had an intense feeling of responsibility for each other. A
real Christian cannot bear to have too much when others
have so little!

7) It was a WORSHIPPING CHURCH. They never forgot
to visit God's House. Things can happen when we come
together. God's Spirit moves upon His worshipping
people.

8) It was a church whose PEOPLE OTHERS COULD NOT
HELP LIKING. There are two Greek words for good.
AGATHOS simply describes a thing as good. KALOS
means that a thing is not only good but looks good,; it has
a winsome attractiveness about it. Real Christianity is a
lovely thing.

These are the characteristics that make a church
congregation in a community a place where people want to
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be involved.

The ideal conditions within the church body did not last
long! With the rapid growth of the church congregation in
Jerusalem and the need to provide for these new Christians
who had been rejected by their orthodox Jewish families, the
matter of food distribution was challenging and problematic.

$
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M (Acts 6:1)

In the synagogue there was a routine custom. Two collectors
went round the market and the private houses every Friday
morning and made a collection for the needy partly in money
and partly in goods.

Later in the day this was distributed. Those who were
temporarily in need received enough to enable them to carry
on; and those who were permanently unable to support
themselves received enough for fourteen meals, that is,
enough for two meals a day for the ensuing week. The fund
from which this distribution was made was called the
KUPPAH or BASKET. In addition to this, house-to-house
collection were made daily for those in pressing need. This
was called the TAMHUI, or TRAY.

In the early Church there were two kinds of Jews. There
were the Jerusalem and the Palestinian Jews who spoke
Aramaic, the descendant of the ancestral language, and
prided themselves that there were no foreign admixture in
their lives. There were also Jews from foreign countries who
had come up for Pentecost and made the great discovery of
Christ. Many of these had been away from Palestine for
generations; they had forgotten their Hebrew and spoke only
Greek. The natural consequence was that the spiritually
snobbish Aramaic-speaking Jews looked down on the
foreign Jews. This contempt affected the fairness in the
distribution of the food, thus the early Church became a
place of distrust and unfairness and friction and faction!
Remember! The Church is made up of human beings with all
their faults and weaknesses!

ANOTHER PROBLEM!
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)" (Acts 11:1-3)
The problem! The Jews did not want anything to do with
Gentiles. To receive Gentiles into the Church was
unacceptable to them! We usually do not realize how near
Christianity was to becoming only another kind of Judaism.
Thank God that Peter and Paul contended with their Jewish
counterparts and opened the door to the Gentiles who had
placed their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Messiah.
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ANOTHER PROBLEM! The leaders of the Church were in
conflict and disagreement.
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Paul loved to go into all the world and preach the gospel. He
also was very concerned about those who had come to faith
during his visits to the various cities of Asia Minor. In his
suggestion to Barnabas that they return to visit the newly
established churches, a sharp disagreement ensued. On their
first missionary journey, Mark had returned home and did
not stick with his task. Paul refused to consider Mark again
for the journey, so there was a parting of the ways and Paul
and Barnabas never ministered together again! The Apostle
Paul not only had his disagreement with Barnabas, he also
parted company with Peter!

" &
W v
%
*
*
&
+ %
. " .
% /0O %
v {
% —
- % 1 -
1 " (Galatians 2:11-16)

Surely, many of the early church knew of Paul's problems
and the hard feelings that must have existed between him
and Barnabas and Peter. When there is lack of harmony in
the leadership, it does affect the witness and strength and
success of the church. Remember! The early church was not
perfect because it is made up of people like you

me and Paul and Peter and Barnabas! We all have our
personalities, likes and dislikes, and until we reach heaven,
we will always be struggling with this problem of
imperfection! And it is these imperfections that mar the
beauty of the Church.
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The lesson is very clear. Keep your eyes on Jesus not on
man!

$

" (Hebrews
12:1-2)

When Paul wrote his letter to the church in Rome, a church
he had not yet visited, he wrote these words of admonition
knowing that the Christians in the church at Rome were
human beings also!
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" (Romans 16:17-19)

Now there is solemn reason for me to comment on persons
who cause dissensions and offenses in the local church.
Paul writes these words to Titus:
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" (Titus 3:10-11)

Proverbs 6:16-19
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According to this portion of God's Word, a person who by
speech or act, brings discord and division in the
congregation, is an abomination to Almighty God!
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" (1 Timothy
5:17-20)

In the above passage, Paul is warning the church
congregation that they are not to let accusations be made
against the Pastor without the witness of two or three
witnesses! In the early Christian Church, they did not
hesitate to apply discipline. Theodore of Mopseuestia, one of
the early fathers, points out how necessary this regulation
was, because the elders were always liable to be disliked and
were specially open to malicious attack due to the retaliation
by some who had been rebuked by them for sin.

Irresponsible, slanderous and malicious talk does infinite
damage and causes infinite heartbreak, and such talk will not
go unpunished by Almighty God!

1 Chronicles 16:22
"Li<=% ; L( ;.
3% =,

Instead of talking about or against a church leader or Pastor,
Paul tells us what to do in 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13
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The message of our lesson today has been very
simple...THE CHURCH IS NOT PERFECT BECAUSE

IT IS COMPOSED OF IMPERFECT HUMAN BEINGS.
Thus we are not to expect perfection. We must not focus our
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attention on man but Christ who is the head of the Church.

We have only touched on a few of the problems of the early
church. In the Corinthian congregation, Christians were
taking each other before pagan judges, tolerating sin that
would not ever be so named among the pagans. Paul writes:
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" (1 Corinthians 5:1-2)

In the First Christian Church of Jerusalem, Pastor James has
to address a problem that is so familiar to most
congregations.

$ 1
# 1 #o0*
1 # #
1 ; # O
3 ; O
4 3* 4 3
4 1 /" (James 4:11-

12)

The Church is imperfect but our goal is to make our church
as Christlike as possible as we keep Christ at the center of
focus. There are some practical things that can be done if we
find discord and misunderstandings in our fellowship.

Matthew 18:15-17

4

Here is what Jesus was saying...‘If anyone sins against you,
spare no effort to make that man admit his fault, and to get
things right again between him and you.” Basically it means
that we must never tolerate any situation in which there is a
breach of personal relationships between us and another
member of the Christian community.

Here is the Biblical method of handling a problem in
relationships. The first thing we are to do is to put our
complaint in words and go to the person privately to discuss
the matter.

" (Matthew 5:23-24)

But, if our private confrontation with our brother or sister
does not clear up the issue, then we arrange for two or three
other persons of our fellowship to assist us in trying to clear
up the matter and heal the relationship. If this is
unsuccessful, then the matter is taken up with the eldership
of the church. [In our fellowship here at Church of the
Highlands, seldom does a matter come before us. It is
usually resolved before this final step is taken].

In our lesson, we have talked about the ideal conditions that
were present in the Church following the day of Pentecost.
Then we observed that soon problems of various natures
erupted, bringing division and fragmentation in relationship
amongst people who are now called SAINTS!

You have noticed that we titled our lesson...The Visible and
Invisible Church. How does the title relate to our discussion?
The Visible church is the people who call themselves
‘Christian’ and appear from the outward appearance as
believers in Christ. It is what we refer to as Christendom...
organized religion.

One Bible commentator writes: " -
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The Invisible Church is comprised of all the elect of God,
who from the beginning of the world until its end, who make
but one body, whereof Jesus Christ is the Head.

Jesus said: " ., B #
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, " (Matthew 7:21-23)

May God help usto be Christians who add strength and
beauty to the witness of Christ in our community and in our
world!
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