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1 John 2:19 
 
"They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 

had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they 

went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them 

were of us." 
 

LESSON 
 
John, the writer of the gospel by his name, and the Book of 
Revelation, was also the pastor of the church in Ephesus in 
Asia-Minor. He arrived in that city after fleeing Jerusalem 
because of the pending persecution which climaxed in the 
year of A.D. 70 with the destruction of the Temple. Until his 
death at nearly 100 years of age, John ministered to the 
Gentiles and the Jews in that city and the surrounding 
regions.  
 
John wrote a Gospel for these Gentile believers somewhere 
around A.D. 85. Sometime thereafter, some of the members 
of the community left to form a rival group. John, therefore, 
wrote the letter of 1 John to deal with the crises of his 
divided church congregation, the division which he refers to 
in our text. They went out from us. These are the words of a 
faithful pastor who has suffered through the pain of having 
his flock torn apart by false teachers and some of his 
congregation are gathering in another location listening and 
believing the lies of false teachers.  
 
Some of these false teachers were saying that Jesus was not 
the Messiah, that His body was not a real body but only a 
spiritual being. These false teachers talked of being born of 
God, of walking in the light, of having no sin, of dwelling in 
God. But in effect, their teaching was to deny the 
incarnation, to eliminate the Christian belief that salvation 
came through faith in the Christ who sacrificed His life on 
the cross to pay the penalty for man's sins. Some within 
John's congregation followed these false teachers. Pastor 
John states in our text that they went out from us because 
they were not of us. 
 
The Church has never been perfect and without problems 
because the Church is made up of human beings! The early 
moments in the history of the Church are described in Acts 
2:41-47: "Then those who gladly received his word were 

baptized: and that day about three thousand souls were 

added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the 

apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread 

and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all 

who believed were together, and had all things in common, 

and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 

among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one 

accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of 

heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were 

being saved." (Acts 2:41-47) 
 
The characteristics of the early church were powerful 

testimonies to a spiritually hungry world! 
 
1)  It was a LEARNING CHURCH. It persisted in listening 

to the apostles as they taught. They were doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only! 

 
2)  It was a church of FELLOWSHIP. It had what someone 

called the great quality of togetherness. 
 
3)  It was a PRAYING CHURCH. These early Christians 

knew that they could not meet life in their own strength 
and that they did not need to. They always went to God 
before they went to the world; they were able to meet the 
problems of life because they had first met Him!  

4)  It was a REVERENT CHURCH. In verse 43 the word 
which the Authorized Version correctly translates ‘fear’ 
has the idea of awe in it. It was said of a great Greek that 
we moved through this world as if it were a temple. The 
Christian lives in reverence because he knows that the 
whole earth is the temple of the living God. 

 
5)  It was a church WHERE THINGS HAPPENED. It was a 

place where God manifested His presence with signs and 
wonders. If we expect great things from God and attempt 
great things for God, things happen! 

 
6)  It was a SHARING CHURCH. These early Christians 

had an intense feeling of responsibility for each other. A 
real Christian cannot bear to have too much when others 
have so little! 

 
7)  It was a WORSHIPPING CHURCH. They never forgot 

to visit God's House. Things can happen when we come 
together. God's Spirit moves upon His worshipping 
people.  

 
8)  It was a church whose PEOPLE OTHERS COULD NOT 

HELP LIKING. There are two Greek words for good. 
AGATHOS simply describes a thing as good. KALOS 
means that a thing is not only good but looks good; it has 
a winsome attractiveness about it. Real Christianity is a 
lovely thing. 

 
These are the characteristics that make a church 
congregation in a community a place where people want to 
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be involved. 
 
The ideal conditions within the church body did not last 
long! With the rapid growth of the church congregation in 
Jerusalem and the need to provide for these new Christians 
who had been rejected by their orthodox Jewish families, the 
matter of food distribution was challenging and problematic.  
 
"Now in those days when the number of the disciples was 

multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by 

the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the 

daily distribution." (Acts 6:1)  
 
In the synagogue there was a routine custom. Two collectors 
went round the market and the private houses every Friday 
morning and made a collection for the needy partly in money 
and partly in goods. 
 
Later in the day this was distributed. Those who were 
temporarily in need received enough to enable them to carry 
on; and those who were permanently unable to support 
themselves received enough for fourteen meals, that is, 
enough for two meals a day for the ensuing week. The fund 
from which this distribution was made was called the 
KUPPAH or BASKET. In addition to this, house-to-house 
collection were made daily for those in pressing need. This 
was called the TAMHUI, or TRAY. 
 
In the early Church there were two kinds of Jews. There 
were the Jerusalem and the Palestinian Jews who spoke 
Aramaic, the descendant of the ancestral language, and 
prided themselves that there were no foreign admixture in 
their lives. There were also Jews from foreign countries who 
had come up for Pentecost and made the great discovery of 
Christ. Many of these had been away from Palestine for 
generations; they had forgotten their Hebrew and spoke only 
Greek. The natural consequence was that the spiritually 
snobbish Aramaic-speaking Jews looked down on the 
foreign Jews. This contempt affected the fairness in the 
distribution of the food, thus the early Church became a 
place of distrust and unfairness and friction and faction! 
Remember! The Church is made up of human beings with all 
their faults and weaknesses!  
 
ANOTHER PROBLEM! 
 
"Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard 

that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. And 

when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision 

contended with him, saying, ‘You went in to the 

uncircumcision men and ate with them.’" (Acts 11:1-3) 

The problem! The Jews did not want anything to do with 
Gentiles. To receive Gentiles into the Church was 
unacceptable to them! We usually do not realize how near 
Christianity was to becoming only another kind of Judaism. 
Thank God that Peter and Paul contended with their Jewish 
counterparts and opened the door to the Gentiles who had 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Messiah. 

ANOTHER PROBLEM! The leaders of the Church were in 
conflict and disagreement. 
 
"Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us now 

go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have 

preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing." 

Now Barnabas was determined to take with them John called 

Mark. But Paul insisted that they should not take with them 

the one who had departed from them in Pamphylia, and had 

not gone with them to the work.  

Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from 

one another. 

And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; but Paul 

chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren 

to the grace of God." (Acts 15:36-40)  
 
Paul loved to go into all the world and preach the gospel. He 
also was very concerned about those who had come to faith 
during his visits to the various cities of Asia Minor. In his 
suggestion to Barnabas that they return to visit the newly 
established churches, a sharp disagreement ensued. On their 
first missionary journey, Mark had returned home and did 
not stick with his task. Paul refused to consider Mark again 
for the journey, so there was a parting of the ways and Paul 
and Barnabas never ministered together again! The Apostle 
Paul not only had his disagreement with Barnabas, he also 
parted company with Peter! 
 
"Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to 

his face, because he was to be blamed; for before certain 

men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but 

when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing 

those who were of the circumcision. 

And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, 

so that even Barnabas was carried away with their 

hypocrisy. But when I saw that they were not straightforward 

about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter 

before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of 

Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to 

live as Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of 

the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works 

of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed 

in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ 

and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law 

no flesh shall be justified." (Galatians 2:11-16)  
 
Surely, many of the early church knew of Paul's problems 
and the hard feelings that must have existed between him 
and Barnabas and Peter. When there is lack of harmony in 
the leadership, it does affect the witness and strength and 
success of the church. Remember! The early church was not 
perfect because it is made up of people like you 
me and Paul and Peter and Barnabas! We all have our 
personalities, likes and dislikes, and until we reach heaven, 
we will always be struggling with this problem of 
imperfection! And it is these imperfections that mar the 
beauty of the Church. 
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The lesson is very clear. Keep your eyes on Jesus, not on 
man! 
 
"Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 

which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 

and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 
12:1-2)  
 
When Paul wrote his letter to the church in Rome, a church 
he had not yet visited, he wrote these words of admonition 
knowing that the Christians in the church at Rome were 
human beings also! 
"Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions 

and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, 

and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words 

and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. For 

your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am 

glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is 

good, and simple concerning evil." (Romans 16:17-19)  
 
Now there is solemn reason for me to comment on persons 
who cause dissensions and offenses in the local church.  
Paul writes these words to Titus:  
"[As for] a man who is factious [a heretical sectarian and 

cause of divisions], after admonishing him a first and second 

time, reject [him from your fellowship, and have nothing 

more to do with him]. Well aware that such a person has 

utterly changed (is perverted and corrupted); he goes on 

sinning [though he] is convicted of guilt and self-

condemned. " (Titus 3:10-11)  
 
Proverbs 6:16-19 
"These six things the Lord hates; indeed, seven are an 

abomination to Him: A proud look [the spirit that makes one 

overestimate himself and underestimate others], a lying 

tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood. A heart that 

manufactures wicked thoughts and plans, feet that are swift 

in running to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies [even 

under oath], and he who sows discord among the brethren." 
According to this portion of God's Word, a person who by 
speech or act, brings discord and division in the 
congregation, is an abomination to Almighty God! 
 
Paul writes to Timothy these words: "Let the elders (pastors) 

who perform the duties of their office well be counted doubly 

worthy of honor [and of adequate financial support], 

especially those who labor faithfully in preaching and 

teaching. For the Scripture says, You shall not muzzle an ox 

when it is treading out the grain, and again, The laborer is 

worthy of his hire. 

LISTEN TO NO ACCUSATION [PRESENTING BEFORE A 

JUDGE] AGAINST AN ELDER UNLESS IT IS 

CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE 

WITNESSES .  
As for those who are guilty and persist in sin, rebuke and 

admonish them in the presence of all, that the rest may be 

warned and stand in wholesome awe and fear." (1 Timothy 
5:17-20) 
 
In the above passage, Paul is warning the church 
congregation that they are not to let accusations be made 
against the Pastor without the witness of two or three 
witnesses! In the early Christian Church, they did not 
hesitate to apply discipline. Theodore of Mopseuestia, one of 
the early fathers, points out how necessary this regulation 
was, because the elders were always liable to be disliked and 
were specially open to malicious attack due to the retaliation 
by some who had been rebuked by them for sin. 
 
Irresponsible, slanderous and malicious talk does infinite 
damage and causes infinite heartbreak, and such talk will not 
go unpunished by Almighty God!  
 
1 Chronicles 16:22 
"...TOUCH NOT MY ANOINTED, AND DO MY PROPHETS 

NO HARM." 
 
Instead of talking about or against a church leader or Pastor, 
Paul tells us what to do in 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13  
"Now also we beseech you, brethren, get to know those who 

labor among you [recognize them for what they are, 

acknowledge and appreciate and respect them all] your 

leaders who are over you in the Lord and those who warn 

and kindly reprove and exhort you. And hold them in very 

high and most affectionate esteem in (intelligent and 

sympathetic) appreciation of their work. Be at peace among 

yourselves." 
 
Hebrews 13:7,17 
"Remember your leaders and superiors in authority [for it 

was they who brought to you the Word of God. Observe 

attentively and consider their manner of living (the outcome 

of their well-spent lives) and imitate their faith (their 

conviction that God exists and is the Creator and Ruler of all 

things, the Provider and Bestower of eternal salvation 

through Christ, and their leaning of the entire human 

personality on God in absolute trust and confidence in His 

power, wisdom, and goodness)."  
 
Verse 17 
"Obey your spiritual leaders and submit to them (continually 

recognizing their authority over you), for they are constantly 

keeping watch over your souls and guarding your spiritual 

welfare, as men who will have to render an account [of their 

trust] . [Do your part to] let them do this with gladness and 

not with sighing and groaning, for that would not be 

profitable to you either." 
 
The message of our lesson today has been very 
simple...THE CHURCH IS NOT PERFECT BECAUSE 
IT IS COMPOSED OF IMPERFECT HUMAN BEINGS. 
Thus we are not to expect perfection. We must not focus our 
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attention on man but Christ who is the head of the Church. 
 
We have only touched on a few of the problems of the early 
church. In the Corinthian congregation, Christians were 
taking each other before pagan judges, tolerating sin that 
would not ever be so named among the pagans. Paul writes: 
"It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 

you, impurity of a sort that is condemned and does not occur 

even among the heathen; for a man has [his own] father's 

wife. And you are proud and arrogant! And you ought rather 

to mourn (bow in sorrow and in shame) until the person who 

has done this [shameful] thing is removed from your 

fellowship and your midst." (1 Corinthians 5:1-2) 
 
In the First Christian Church of Jerusalem, Pastor James has 
to address a problem that is so familiar to most 
congregations.  
"My brethren, do not speak evil about or accuse one 

another. He that maligns a brother or judges his brother is 

maligning and criticizing the Law and judging the Law. But 

if you judge the Law, you are not a practicer of the Law, but 

a censor and judge of it. One only is the Lawgiver Who is 

able to save and to destroy [the One Who has the absolute 

power of life and death]. [But you] who are you that [you 

presume to] pass judgment on your neighbor?" (James 4:11-
12) 
 
The Church is imperfect but our goal is to make our church 
as Christlike as possible as we keep Christ at the center of 
focus. There are some practical things that can be done if we 
find discord and misunderstandings in our fellowship.  
 
Matthew 18:15-17 
"If your brother wrongs you, go and show him his fault, 

between you and him privately. If he listens to you, you have 

won back your brother. But if he does not listen, take along 

with you one or two others, so that every word may be 

confirmed and upheld by the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. If he pays no attention to them [refusing to listen 

and obey], tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a pagan and a tax 

collector."  
 
Here is what Jesus was saying…‘If anyone sins against you, 
spare no effort to make that man admit his fault, and to get 
things right again between him and you.’ Basically it means 
that we must never tolerate any situation in which there is a 
breach of personal relationships between us and another 
member of the Christian community.  
 
Here is the Biblical method of handling a problem in  
relationships. The first thing we are to do is to put our 
complaint in words and go to the person privately to discuss 
the matter.  
 
"Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there 

remember that your brother has something against you, 

leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First 

be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 

gift." (Matthew 5:23-24)  
 
But, if our private confrontation with our brother or sister 
does not clear up the issue, then we arrange for two or three 
other persons of our fellowship to assist us in trying to clear 
up the matter and heal the relationship. If this is 
unsuccessful, then the matter is taken up with the eldership 
of the church. [In our fellowship here at Church of the 
Highlands, seldom does a matter come before us. It is 
usually resolved before this final step is taken].  
 
In our lesson, we have talked about the ideal conditions that 
were present in the Church following the day of Pentecost. 
Then we observed that soon problems of various natures 
erupted, bringing division and fragmentation in relationship 
amongst people who are now called SAINTS! 
 
You have noticed that we titled our lesson...The Visible and 
Invisible Church. How does the title relate to our discussion? 
The Visible church is the people who call themselves 
‘Christian’ and appear from the outward appearance as 
believers in Christ. It is what we refer to as Christendom... 
organized religion. 
 
One Bible commentator writes: "The Church as an 

organized society, open to human observations, is to be 

distinguished from the Church as a spiritual organism, living 

with a life whose secret and limits are fully known only to 

God, and whose manifestation is by Faith, Hope and Love." 
He continues: "If this be true, --and it lies in the nature of the 

case, --the greatest care is needed in the use of the word 

CHURCH, lest claims should be made for the outward 

organization, even in its original and truest form, which 

ought to be made only for the spiritually living 

organization." 
 
The Invisible Church is comprised of all the elect of God, 
who from the beginning of the world until its end, who make 
but one body, whereof Jesus Christ is the Head.  
 
Jesus said: "Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, "Lord, 

Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons 

in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?" And 

then I will declare to them, ’I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you who practice lawlessness.’" (Matthew 7:21-23) 

May God help us to be Christians who add strength and 
beauty to the witness of Christ in our community and in our 
world! 
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